The Baily Star

for .Bijoy Fair'
Is. thIS the best way 1o demonsrr ate
pamottsm?
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vy ! I \ HE constructlbn ofstructures fora *Bijoy Fair"ona

playground shared by wo,_schools in Chandpur
%
“does justice neither tmthefsplnt%f our glorious
\l ibération War nor to the studems ‘who need a playground
fortheir overall development According to a photo in this
newspaper, construction has aiready- begun -— meaning the
playground will be off- limits to lhe‘chllaren of these two
schools for over a month. We feel: that in attempting to
X ‘commemorate our hard-earned libert the organisers. of
the fair are in fact stealing the children's freedom to play,
which, ample research shows, is necessary for their physical
growth, behaviour, achievement in test scores and more
importantly, thelr social, cognitive and creative develop-
ment. - .
Couldn't Lhere be a better way to celebrate our victory?
Is there no other ground in that area where the fair could
be organised? If no, could it not be fimited to a week
instead of being-allowed to go on for more than a month?
And if the idea is to uphold and promote the ethos of 1971,
could it not be done by other means such as educating stu-
dents on the history of the War and engaging the public
through ‘cultural programmes and activities that do not
warrant oécupying a playground fora month?

The local administration should reach out to thé local. ]
community for a consensus on how to better observe one

of the most important days in our nation's history.
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