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2 / Special schools

" The opening of 3 school for under
age workers outmde Dhaka on Thursday
**marks the first step by any government in 1

-

Bangladesh dm-.ctcd to- the: education - of
i child labourers: Prcs:dent Ershad 'who took .
;the ‘initiative pcrsnnally dcserves plaudits
-for ‘making. a beginning 1-1 a- vital area.

*The school, prototypes of Wthh -will . .be
set up in other parls of the country, will
iprovndc basic educauon- to thcse -unfors

' funate children who_ had to’ take: up. jobs
bccause of economic cnmpulswns. S

. The : presetice of - child labour . cannot
1ba demed No tnatter how much we abhor‘ |
ithe exlstence of underage workers in our
iI:mdar;t itis'a grim reallty and one- of the

;products of poverty As- long as we cannot”
jeradlcatc econom:c backwardness and the
imajority. people continue to live - below the
"poverty line, chlldren would be forced to-
work - either for earmng their. own tivelis
hhood or for hclpmg the famllys ‘incore, -
| Aong the child workers ate many aban-
"doned children or “children. who have drif-
ted away from theéir - famillus mamly due.-

- 180’ ecrnomic - _feasons. ‘again.’ Speclahsed
ischools for’ such. ¢hildren should give lhemh
Ia new moormg in society and a hope for a
Ebetter Jife in the futors out of thesr prelent

ngckansnan ‘drodgery and squalnr. S

o - President Ershad ‘underscored the role |

mf mdavzdual and commumty phllanthmpy

Tin the setting up of- schools for  working °

ich:ldrm. At the opcmng ceremony ‘of the .

mewly established schoul on. Thursday, the.-

President callcd -upon the afﬂuent section .;' jﬂ
of .the soe:ety to help in - pro;ects ‘aimed
at the amelloratton of- condmons of the
gdﬂwmrodden and the mcnally} dlsadvantaged
Thé  govérnment. c;m aidythe gmwth of
fguch Institutions b} prowdmg s matchmg'r I
fuuds to all cndeavours ‘of prwate chaut:es.

" The emplayers -of - Chlld labour should
be at the vanguard of a any social movcment
im_ heip the ‘underage - -workers. Some of
Ethé prnﬁts whr'"h ‘they ™ make from tbeu'
.entceprises” can be: utahscd ih - institutions :
illkﬁ schools and. health clqnlcs.. Similar
ischools should- also be : set up - for “the .
woman workcrs m garmens “industries.
Many of these ‘'women are. unletwred. but_ﬂ'

%adult schools could help 10 eradzcalmg th:s;_.

illhteracy "The employers will also benefit
ifrom these schools because a literate worker*

ts Ilkely to be more eﬂ“uclcnt thag :me who
Js unlettered, . B R
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