e Bangladesh Thmen

i  President H.M Etrzhad ::n
Monday said we may walt [or

{ some time for our requirements
‘to be fulfilled byt children
cannot, “We cannoét tell a child
to walt for tomorrow.” His
name is ‘today’, he #aid, re-
ports BSS,
- The President was address-
ing the foundation stone lay-
ing function of Children’s Nu-
trition Unit of Save the Chiid-
ren Fund (UK) at Maghbazar
in Dhaka.

The mnstructmn_ furnishing
and running of the new nutr-
tion complex are being funded
by the Townswomen' 8 Guilds
of UK which raised pound ster-
ling 7.5 lakh for the purpose,
The European Economic Com-
munity has also made a subs-
tantial contribution in the form
of grant {owards the capital
cost of the complex and Bang-
ladesh Government hag provie
ded the land at a token price;

. The function was aiso addres-

‘sed by Director of Save the
children’ Fund in Dhaka, Mr

Alex Gray and the visltmgT

Chairman of National Union of
“Townswomen's Guilds, Mrs
'Jean Ellerton. Brifish High
- Commissioner in Dhaka TG.

. Streeton read out a. message of
S3age of ]

hild care gwen t
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President H.M Ershad laying the foundation stone of the new Children's Nutritim Unit uf
Save the Children’s Fund .LU h} at Maghbamr on Monday,
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- Princess Anfhe sent on the ocs
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President .
ren Fund.
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- The function was
among others, by

“Hezalth Minister Salauddin Ka-

der Chnwdhury Health Secre-

‘tary Manzurui Karim and dip-

lomats, oot

- President Ershad . zaid wo
have to ensure healthy living
of .children iIf we want to get
a healthy nation, With thal end
in view, he aald his Govern-
ment has lald utmost importe

. ance on the welfare of -child-
ren ahd théir medicare, he .

sald.
President Ershad referred to

Government’s announced policy -
of cnsuring education and me.

dicare for all by 23000 AD and
sald steps end being taken to
make primary ' education’ uni-
versel and compulsory, Side by
side work on selting up health

- ¢entre in each of ‘the unions

-sald .

of the country by next threo
years Ia prugressing fast he

E:tpresslng the hope

- education and medicare can be

ensured for all children " in

- hear future, he said primary
- immumsatlun programme for

FT - oy

sald as per the
of the- Government 85

der- the coverage of

The

children under
against fatal diseases has heen
progressing satisfactorily, He

children coyld be bruught uh=

immunisation by 1990,
President mentioned |
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of Save the Child--

that' ’

two yeara .

‘commitment
per cent, I

primary L

'op priority

measures to reduce child mor-
tality and health care. of meo-
thers and children snd sald
as- positive outcome of the pro-
Eramme, the child moriality
rate has been brought down to
112 per thousand.

Welcoming the initiative' of
Save the Children Fund for
new Children’s Nutrition Unit,
President Ershad said in a de-
veloping country it 15 not pos-
sible for the government alone
to solve piled up problems
overnight, He hoped that non-
governmental oganisations, both
national and lntematiunal en-
gaged  in welfare-oriented act-
ivities would -expand their
activities to rural areas so that
more people can, get beneﬁts
out of their programme,

The President referred to the
First and Second World Wars
and said the whole world is'
now fearful as the ominons
sign of a Third World War is
looming large,

President Ershad said the
cest involved in constructing
a8 nuclear powered submarine,
Capable of carrying Trident
missiles, can provide education-

. Bl expense of one crore sixty

lakh children in the devclop-'
Ing countries, So, he safd, we]
are faced with the questiun‘
whether. we will continue toj
proceed towards self-destruction’
or will ensure a peaceful hap-
py and prosperous future for

the posterity.

He concluded 'his speed with |

8 self-composed poem, dedica- -
ted to nhlldre:tL Later the Pre- !
sident formally laid the {foun-

“dation stone of the new Child~
ren’s Nutrition Unit of Save
the Children’s Fund.
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