I " The Dhaka University li-

i hrar}f has a very small collec-

tion of useful books, journals

and periodicals compared tn the
studentsr. needs.

‘ Most of the students whn use
the library say they do not get
the required books and jour-

1, nals. Although the DU authori- -

ties claim that that the library

... 1s the biggest in the count
with more than five lakh col-

. lections, students say the
shelves are fllled up with age-
old books and other materials
-which- have no relevance now
and are useless.

" Sources in the library say
poor management and mainte-
nance, non-retumn of books by
the users and lack of funds for
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purchasing new books created-
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DU library in poor health

By MM Ammul Islam

the present situatiun The few
current collections are_ now

‘with the téachers;-they said.

iOnce a teacher takes a buuk
, he keeps it for years together.®
Sometimes they take books for

their wards and relativesi, a -

source said.

iIn the erare sectioni of the
library, there are some irrele-
vant and age-old annual reports

of the United Nations and its . plorable condition with no sup-
agencies and some books on the -

United States, gifted by the,
USIS when its library was:
shifted from the Jiban Bima
Bhaban,i one student claimed.
Only teachers and re-
searchers of the university have

access to the é&rare sectioni .

where there are some current

books and journals. Books and

Jiuumals are often lost from the

ibrary, mainly from the érare
section,i it was also alleged.

International journals and .

periodicals are made available
to the students only when they
are sent to the &ournal sectiont
after four or five years of entry
into the university. _

7 The éreference sectioni of

«thé university is In a very de-

ply of current reading materi-
als. Even the latest edition of
the most common SITPRI Year
Book or Europa Year Book are |. .

' not avaliiable there.
Talking to the Daily Star,
the librarian said the budget
for the library is not enough to
. theet the increasing demand of
- See Page 12 Col 1-
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" DU hbrary
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students, .
The budget has nut been in-
creased from Tk 72 lakh in last

" ten years. Of this-amount, we |

‘spend Tk 50 lakh for buying
juumals and the rest for buy—
. Ing new bﬁoks he said.
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