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N\ DUCATION and its role in
aiding young people to
become good citizens are at

‘the centre of public debate in

many western countries. Buzz
words like 'standard’, 'excellence’
and 'performance’ are being used
extensively by experts in and out-
side educational establishments.
Teachers and education providers
are experiencing more pressure
than ever before to come up with
better achievements by their pu-
pils. The fear that many westem
countries may be falling behind a
number of developing countries
has created a sense of urgency
among the policy makers. The
concern is rising because of the

“ever-increasing incidents of bully-

ing, juvenile delinquency, racism
in the campuses, drug, alcoholism,
teen-age pregnancy,.€tc. In some
countries, this anti-social behav-
jour is growing in an alarming
rate. They are creating a big hole
in the confidence of a nation's
capacity to tackle these issues.
Needless to say that these prob-

| tems in the campuses are not tso-

lated from what is happening in
the wider society. They are the
products of many social diseases

that are engulfing not”only the
" West, but most traditional socie-

ties of the East as well. For a
sound civic society these are the
challenges from within. But the
way these issues are addressed is
definitely not going to work. In-
stead.of adopting a holistic view,
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/ Post-Modern Education And
‘ ing Dimension

. M. A. Bari -

technological advancement  and
orpanised institutions. Life has
become fast, competitive and
complex. With.the rapid rise of
materiatism, the concept of higher
purpose of life is all but lost. As a
result, societies are losing many
values and norms human beings
hold so dear in other parts of the
world. We are in an era dictated
by the philosophy of moral
relativism. In this moral maze
spiritual - bankruptcy is the

inevident outcome. There does not .

seem to be any absolute values
and norms of life. Everything
changes according to the needs
and demands of people. While
societies are creating  needs,
consumerism 18
societies. This has given nse-to
giobal consumerism of an
unparalleled strength. Human
behaviour is changing * ac-
cordingly. The vacuum created by
the weakening of religious influ-

ence in the West .over the centu--

ries is deepening. This has now
been filled with alternative but
powerful ‘religions’, such as-Secu-
lar Liberalism and Market Capi-

talism which can, at fimes, be as -

proselytising and intolerant as
some religions used to be in the
paiie overnding principle that
dictates the post-modern. educa-
ton system in the West is lo cre-
ate 'good citizens’. A young hu-
man being is educated to grow up
as an individual to play his/her

citizenship role. Here, the idea of -~

influencing |

-~ dictates the value system of life.

To -the die-hard secularists, relig-

ion is out-dated and illogical

which promotes irrational attitude
to life. Religion is no longer the
'opium’ of the people, because
mankind has invented far more
powerful 'opium’ than that in order
to indulge in permissive life. So, it
is demanded, young people 1n the
educational institutions shoutd not
be overburdened with the age-old
'dogma’ of religious teaching!

Not a single western country 1s
exception in this process of reli-
gious disengagement from. their
social policy. As a result, the edu-
cation system is geared toward
promoting an indulgent and value-

free philosophy of life. In this

system-young people do not have
the opportunity to learn any higher
meaning -of life, e.g., accountabil-
ity and responsibility 'as human
being on earth. Life is governed

.and conditioned by the desire to
- survive and succeed. Human be-

ings, in this philosophy, are at best

‘rational animals, albeit an intelli-

gent oOne.

Although, the Christian Chuich
have had an altemnative view of
life, it has suffered century-old

onslaught from many quarters and

now-seen, by most, as inadequate

to the modemn social requircment.
Their internal disharmony on
many tssues is also responsible for
their failure to provide a consis-
tent and reasonable model of edu-
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but increasingly also the disparate
values of a customer-driven cul-
ture”, (Sylvia West).

~ Although devoid of spiritual
dimension, the West's material
success lies 1n their education
system which 18 creative and
imaginative. It prepares the young
people with social qualities and
life skills. It is encouraging that
school education has been given

. prime importance in the West, as

they provide the foundation of a
nation. It.is also important to
tackle the problems of under-

. performance through improving

literacy and numeracy. reduction

of class size, ensuring equal op-
portunities for all, improving
school leadership and teacher
training, inspection of schools and
cducation providers and use of
ICT in effective "and efficient
manner. These standards and ac-
countability are, of course, essen-
tial. Essential are also the partner-
ship with teachers, parents, busi-

nesses, voluntary and, statutory

bodies as well as their implemen-
{ation with proper planning, sensi-
tivity and funding. But they them-
selves are not the panacea to the

" sort of social and moral ills that

prevail in the society. What Is
fundamental for a young man and
woman is the inculcation of a

strong foundation, a moral and
spiritual root, to which they are
anchored from the very beginning
of their life,

There has been recent emphasis

#| the policy makers in the '_Wﬂsit are  citizenship and identity is limited  cation. The sifuation has worsened , ; .

)| simply resorting to piecemeal  within the boundaries of mainly to such an extent that some 5190 inclusive cducation policy

i| solutions by attempting to incor- - janguage and ethnicity. It is often  Church leadérs themselves occa- 1 SOME Weslem countries. Butthe

i} porate citizenship education in the  forgotten that, in a plural society, sionally cry out to express their  Policies they propose are either

i} curriculum and improve academic  pegple can. prefer to- identify frustration and impotence. The , marred by inconsistencies or un-

| performance of the young people.  themselves as 'faith communities.  recent internal memo that the  able to comprehend the depth of

1 Nobody would ever deny that ° Finding little room in the narrow Church of England is "culturally  the requirement. The recent Brit-

" citizenship concept such as 1oy~ citizenship concept, these groups ° light years behind the rest of the  ish government's white paper on
alty, liberty, justice and faimess is . can ‘feel disaffected, disadvan-  society”[The Daily Times] is not education, "BExcellence in

| less important in disseminating  yaped and excluded. At the sime ~an isolated view of Churches'  Schoois”, acknowledges some of
education to the younger genera-  yime. even the minorities within  e€Xasperation against their margin- these moral requirements.when it

£] tion. But these qualitiles can nt?v;r the ethnic groups could teel them-  alisation in the wider society. mer;lim}s éhﬁt "There are wider
be halanced and wholesome 1f the ey : has Is Education All About Produc-  £0@is of ¢ ucation which are also
‘knowledge of the essence of hu- :?é;esshgﬁrfTﬂ:;tseg'ﬂ;ﬁstﬁg' can " ing Good Citizen? important. Schools, along with

man purpose on earthnis excluded
or sidelined from education cut-
‘riculum. Campuses are not 1S0-

1ated from the wider societies. The.

prevailing values and.philosophy
in a country filters through her

. education system and as such
wdirectly

affect younger

generation,
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have different meaning and differ-
ent dimension at different periods
of history. |

On the other hand, education in
the West ig predominantly .task-
centred where a student fais to
get similar importance as a human

being. With a bit of religious edu-

Teaching younger people to be-

+ come good.citizens of a country

without helping them acquire

" umversal and transcendental val-

ues is counterproductive in wider

context. History has witnessed the
* appalling atrocities carried out by

‘good _citizens', of some countries

families, have a résponsibility to

ensure that children and young
people learn respect for others and
for themselves. They need to ap-
preciate and understand thc moral
code on which civilised society is
based and to appreciate the cuiture
and background of others. They
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