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/ ~Second language

.. The love for “our language is deeply

- «imbeded in "~ us, This is because .of the
*sacrifices we had to make to establish our
fmpthefr:,tongue‘ in_its due place of honour.
i1t 1is ; often said "no other pazople had to
- suffer: or sacrifice- so . much for their langu-
age. ' The:crusade ' for ‘the - language lad
opened up, in turn, the path for the glori-
‘ous journey- to nationhood. - :And that made
rour attachment to the language deepse.still;
~. Nevertheless in this shrinking world with* ‘|

- constantly .expanding:contacts wa feel, like .

- L

_mojst other nationsof the: world, the nece:

b

Fssity “of knowledge . of languages other than -
iﬂﬁritﬁ ) OFWn.# We Canﬂot’ - Jhowe?en- go 'for: -
;many. -~We'have to choose one and the one.
that’ serves ‘most of the purpose. "We ‘may .
«call -that . Janguage the second language of ..
/the - nation.  Wé have really reached a stage -

- .where délay- in the: decision would harm . .

éoui*’-pdf_tibn}a’l_f*'ili_tt{rést."' Against this backdrop: X
President Ershad’s observation at Rangpur :
lon* Tuesday. that’ time had come when all :

ishould; .think of studying Enelish as a com-
‘pulsory subject ‘in educational institutions is.
:VEfyﬁﬁigniﬁcant. .I",'_* | : -} o b ey {
tOur choice fur second langudge would |
-obviously be English. We have already some |
+-‘grﬁ's_:':u_,ft;(_iirgg - 1n- English- and-* the language: ]
maintdins its ‘place in the member:states of |
jthe, South Asian, Association for Repional |
Cooperation (SAARC). : English .is alsothe * .
E;mﬂst widely. -used Janguage in. the world; -~
the spread being from -Australia in ‘south .
-east “to~Canada in the ‘north” west. . There - -
“are -:some 300 million native speakers of *
1 English-and.. almost -an equal -number speak -
 thie, language quite fluently. ., This is also the -
jmost. used. one among- the official langu-
'ages -of the United Nations. We would"
'i{hﬁs’ stand "o benefit by- accepting Enclish .
fas¥our second language.: 'It would " als> bs
.10 “conformity < with the world trend. Japan
{in the' far_east’ is-alreadyilaying istress on'" i
learning Eoglish, -Despite. Chinese being
fﬁne of ;the official- Janguages “of the United . -
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sbackeround.: ‘Though: English“coritinues to <. |
ibe- the’ medium’of -Instraction for‘technical -
Subjécts and higher-eduCation,” the feaching
tof the language 'has lately baen weak due .
‘apparently- to:. lack of ‘patronage... It has .
‘also”y ‘been. dropped -in - recent years from .|
:the . curricula: of "degree ‘classes.~ .. - ... |
. - The trend “has to ‘be reversed if we - .
‘want -easy access‘to’ technical and higher
-education, imiprove coritacts with the . out- "

1side’ "world .dad increase -our scompetitive-
‘ness in.-the ‘international job market. We .
:should comprehend - the advantages of having =
English “as the " seeond language. This -

iWould " be.a pragmatic step, It would not |

10 anyway compromise the supreme -posi-
jtion of Bangla al life,

0 our nation

Tt B
- h |
. - i ' ]
TR e =y - ey s el . W e R Boviil }
L]
L]
»




