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’I‘hc openmg of a school for undcr

. - '1-.
‘1.:,’-.- .F . ""

age x*!.w:trlzu.ars'. outSIde Dhaka on Thursday
marks the ﬁrst stcp by any government i
Bangladesh dnrectcd tcr'tha educatmn oF
“child labourery Prcsxdent Ersbad who took .
tha imtlatwe{ ﬁérsonally desc_rves %p!g_udlts
for-. :makiog. a’ begmnmg vinsar wtalrhrea.ﬂu
lTha school prctotypes of-> Wthh WI" be

sct up in; ‘other’ parls ot the countpy, mll
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provlde basic - educauon- to: iheseh “unfors -

tunato ch:ldrcn whg hguj._l to’ take® up Jobs
bccausc of econcmlc compulswns. :

Thc prcscnce of chnld Iabaur canﬁotr

be demcd No mattcr how muv.h we abhor
the emstcnce of undcrage workcrs in our

tmldst lt is'a grlm reallty and” onc of 1hc
produuts 'of. poverty.__ Af_s lgng as we cannot

cradwate {economnc backWardncss and the

*majonty pe0plﬁ conlmue ta- Iwe below lhe

poverty lme, cbn!dren wuuld ba forced to"

workh elther for earnmg lhclr own lwr:la-;--:

hqqd or: for heipmg the : famllys mcomc

-Among - the .child" workers are: .many. aban-

doncd ch:ldrcn ‘of ch;ldrcn- -who. have dnf-

*****

H'inl

ted: away from thcar famllus mamly duo

tor ‘€C H)NOMmIc” reasons ‘again;’ Spcclahscd
__schqols for. such chlldran shauld gwa ‘them ;.
ainéw moorlng m soc:ety and a hope fora
hetter life “in- thc futur: out- of thelr prelsut
D1ckensmn dmdgery and squalor.

Prcmdent Ershad underscorcd tha rolo

.waf mdmduai and commumty phllanthropy

m thc scttmg up of schnols for workmg
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of tha somety to hclp m prcjects almcd
at the amel:oratmn of condﬂmnsfﬂ of' the

dowutrodden and thc socially ghsadvantaged
Iba,ygovermgqt c‘;Ln aid:sber; grawth r,,.t:lr_f

‘such- inst:tunonst:.ﬂn b} pmvxdmg*ﬁf* matchlng
funds to ‘all: cndcavours _otf_pnvate chauucs.

iThe. ‘employers -of “child. labqnnshould
be at’ the ‘vanguard ofany soclal 'movement
‘0 hcip thc underage workers. "‘oomc of
tha proﬁts whr‘h thcy mdke from---~ thcu'
ema:,*;pmes ‘can bc utlllsed ‘m i lnsuluuons
Jike: xschools and heallh chmcs. 181m_1la_r

schools should. also be set Abup for ™ 'ther

‘woman ' workers. in cgarment mdu‘stnes.h:;;_

Many of thcse women‘ *are unlettcred buh
adult schools could help i eradmdllng this =

| llhteracy.{._ The.- cmployers will ‘also’; bencﬁt"_-}
from ‘these schools because:a” lltcrate .,workcr
s llkcly ta bc more eﬁ“xclcnt th?n one who 3
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