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g A Sun Report

BNP nominee former Speaker
¢+ 1- Abdur / Rahman Biswas as
J‘exper:ted won & convincing vic-
- against Awami League can-

d}date former Chief Justice Badrul

dential election held at Jatiya-
“Sangsad yestarday (Tuesday).

comes the 13th President of the
Republic. He will be swom-in at
741 the Darbar Hall of Bangabhaban
@ by ‘Acting' Chief: Iusnca Habibur
Rnhmnn at 4- 30 pm today

" Abdur Rahman Blswas polled
" 172 votes, two more than the
party. strength, to Badrul Haider
’Chnwdhury

§ - Nurul ]slam Moni and Major
g (Rewd) Hafizuddin voted fur'Abr.lm
;4 Rahman Blswas whu is also from
a . B&I‘lsal
&8  Suranjeet Sengupta added to
M Awami League's strength of 91.

8- President-elect Abdur Rahman
Bl - ‘Biswas greeted his election with
‘a’ pledge to defend ' the
Cunsuruunn.

Justice Badrul
Chnwdhuty whu ‘_has been com-

- -l_l_—-i.-—-'

. Haider Chowdhury in the presi-

|~ Abdur Rahman Biswas be-

s 92. Two indepen-'_
dent Mps from Greater Barisal .

. down by

. Sengputa in the
bench came to-Justice Badrul {
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‘None other than his sponsors

'Jamaal-e-lslami 20 seats, CPB
‘five seats, NAP one seat, Islami °

-also dreaming of making a dent

- forting himself with the tholight *

- was left in the lurch. Leadcr of

of being a."consensus candldate 1

the Oppositition Sheikh Hasina
expressed her agony at being let =
sition with whom-
she had burned mudnight candles
to ‘come to an understanding.

e

Awami League and Suranjeet .
position [

e

Haider Chowdhry's help.

Even such strong Awami

- League allies like CPB and NAP !

refused:to toe Sheikh Hasina's ‘

unilateral decision in throwing

Badru]l Haider Chnwdhury as a

“consensus candidate”, -
-Jatiaya Party with-35 seals,' ’

Andolon one seat, Rashed Khan .
Menon, . Salahuddin. Qader .
Chnwdhury and Shahjahan Siraj-
slayed away from volting.

adrul Haider Chowdhury was
not only banking on the suPport
of the entire Opposition but w

the BNP camp The BNP M

stood solidly. behind-their-pagtg. =
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nominee Abdur Rahman Blswﬁ:{

tion that there would be defecl:nn
| from the Treasury Benth. |

-one minute past two with Prime.
" Minister casting the first vote.
She was followed by BNP stal-
warts Mirza Ghulam Hafiz and

was brought from Suhrawardy -

Hospital was he 1—
leagnen 1Ped by party co

group. led by Sheﬂ{h Hasina.
‘They were greeted by Treasury
-Bench members. Nurul Islam
Moni and Maj (Retd) Haﬁzm:ldm,
‘two Independent members were .
the last tn cast their votes. " *_
The ballot boxes were opened
at few minutes past five in pres-..
ence of Works Mini$ter Rafiqul;
Islam Miah and Awamij League .
‘member Tofael Ahmed whu
scouted ‘as agents on'behalf of
' Abdur Rahman BlswasmdB&druI
. Haider Chowdhury re:;pecuvely
The results were announced by
.. Chief Election. Commissioner
* who acted the Chief Remmlng
Officer at fifteén- 10 six in_the

“evening. The announcement’ was

greeted by thumping of tables by
the Treasury Bench members."
Many Awami League members
“also greeted the announcement.
_ . President-elect Abdur Rahman .-
. Biswas, Prime Minister Khaleda

Zia and Leader of Oppasition

~ Sheikh Hasina were not present

when the result was ammounced. -

Mr Biswas was officially de-

.clared elected to the ufﬁce uf 2t P

President under section - 11(2) of
¢ " the President Election Act, 1991

after the election held yesterday .

" afternoon at’the- Jatiya Sangsad

assembly hall, -according'to a

Gazette nﬂuﬁcatmn of - lhe
{ Election Commission.

the Gazette notification was pub--
"lished under tule - 12(6) nt' the .

> President Electioni-Rules 1991,
. . BSS reports: With the swear-
# ing in of Abdur Rahman Bmwas
.. 8s the new head of state today the
" constitutional process of- parha—

: mentary democrac)r wﬂl bc com:+.
Ppleted. - '

I With this the natmn wxmesses f*_

the departure of the Acting
“President, “~Mr" Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed who success-
fully ran the state of affairs at an
unponanl national juncture of
~country’s history. The free, fair
_and impartial election to the Sth |
“Parliament was héld under his |
‘stewardship. afier he took'over the
Prasidency.;in the face of the
country-wide popular upsurge in
~response o the call of the ni'ﬁin' ,:
poliical alliances and partes. |
‘ Afler the Premdent-ele::t Mq
Abdur Rahman Biswas. enters’
upon his- office, Mr Justice
. Shahabuddin Ahmed will be eli-
-gible to return to his original of-
fice of Chief Justice' under the
Constitution (11th Amendment)
Act, 1991 passed-unanimously tyf

thus setting at rest a wild specula-

The" voting bega_n g;ac[]}- ﬂi

others. Amanullah Aman who .

Awami League came in a

The Election Cnnumsémn smd i

' the Huusa m;AUgust 6 last in ac-
cordance with dassurances given'1o

. him by the ‘people and the main
pnhucal alliances. All his actions
as the Acting-Président for rin-
ning the state of affairs were rati-
fied by.the Parliament through

Eajsage of the llth Amendment

| .

During hls Iﬂ-mnnlh tenitre as -
the Actmg “Pre:smmt, the country
‘witnessed  transition to democ-.
racy, éstablishment of a sovereign

parliamerit and restoration of par-
hamentary form of government -,
after 16 years: of the PIESIdEﬂtlal
-LI Eystm T -

‘Under thé: Cnnsmulmn (llth*
Amendment)- Act, 1991 :passed
-unanimously -by~ the Jau}'a
- Sangsad-on August 6, the execu-
live power of the republic wiltbe .
“exércised by the Prime Minister
"“and the Cabmel will be collec-

"’lnrely respunmhle o the

Parliament. -

The President shall ‘'shall, as
. head of state, take precedence over .
" all other persons in the-state, and .
shall exercise the powers and per-
form the duties coriferred and im-

posed on him by the Constitution *

. and by other law.* JEs
The President shall act in ar:-
cordance .with the advice of lhe
Prime Minister and ‘can hold of-
fice for-twe five-year terms
"whether or not the terms are. .
consecutive." . -
.The Presldenl shall appo mt as
Prime Minister, the member of

Parliament who ; appcars to him'to
command the sis -of the ma-

- Jority of the - members of
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