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PDvEﬂTY In Banngesh is
$ to imagine ancl harder

Thede dayls poverty
is definfd with reference tq a
poverty | line. I{ represents a
minimufy incdHme |tu secure
basic pHysical needs for contin-
ued surfival. People Below this
. line” are! malnmlrlshe to the
point ere  their ility to
work hafd is reduced] the ph}
e{}elnpment
himpaired
ce Tg 1infectous
diseases §s low. Put of 90 milli-
on peopl of Bangladksh, 52.3
mtefnational.
y i
awdy pover-

Educat 3n mel

ty. It is & dynanmic érganism
which g WS ardind the needs
and demgnds of}the s iety to
which i{} belung’s nfucius
. was right] wh&n he salci ‘a man
whn studje fob' four years
. without 3z 'ﬂ'llng at a job is ci.
{ ther an apgel or a fpol.”” No
. doubt, efnobling of the mind
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. survive béfore m;e is

and his st lahsaémn ist goal of
any educhtion. But ole must
nuhled
or socialiged.

Two badic wealths af any na-

3 tlon are § land and; people.
Soil bears the bounties  of
' biological, mineral and other
. resources.| Man Explmls them
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to satisfy fhis bare nefessitics
and alsg Jo proture extrava-
gant amerfities. Man is|ths ac
tive factor in devf._lupm t and
others ar¢. passi¥e onds. The

t man is the fount
it By [educat.

ing the latént poténtials [of peo-
ple educatfon can 'facilithte the
maich fro poverﬁy to affiuen.

ce. Humay| beings' accimulate
capifal, exploit natural resour-

ces, build hocial, éconondic and
political oryg msatlt:ns and car-
ry forward ! natiofial velop
ment. Chin, whncﬁ: by incredi-
-bly hard 'Jork, h#zé developed
both her Idnd aﬂd'f)eupl with-
in one generation: ”’15 an instan-
ce to the phint. Thg world does

not owe us;a living. One khould
wrest a living from the|earth,
begin wnth

';l:pusr'lend
end,

Banglade,

in_a mire

malnutritin -

by

system do

* What is wo
jt he]ps 1o

imfa’lmded
Systém -is

ganism whicl an edbcatm 3Ys.
tern should be. Tradition §s its
. bed-rock; a a svstem Wwhich
is by large Bnilt arbimd hotlo-
wed traditiory cannot be inkova
tive. As the system 5 not Based
on causa] cufiosity, [y does not
act as a self-correcting device
for the soci and does not-
quite challenge the ¢rthodpxies
of the society, No wnnderr the
system helps, to make peace

. .with poverty, By paraphraqmg

T.S. Elliot pne may- say ithat

too little ed atmn ht the ele

—_ et by — -

BANGLADESH OBSERVER

~ people won’t listen. They
.anxious to escape froin the rig-

+ get books, first tg

- Education System:

Some T'houghts

mentary, and irrelevant educa-
tion at the higher level has
sharpened rthe edge of poverty
instead of healing it. Obviously,
in a country with low physical

—Azharul Huq Choudhury

resource endvowment, like Bang

ladesh, where basic problems
are bulging population, chronic
unemployment, endemic poverty
and mulnutrition—all inter-
connected—the production func
tion of education should be the

- first aniong the priorities. But

the education’ systemm hardly
shows awareness of these pro-
blems; and the result ig that
the educated in Bangladesh re-
gard their education as a bad-.
ge that relieves them of any
gbligatioh to soil their hand
with manual! work. Poverty is
a virus, But no rippleg have

appeared in the educatmn Sys-'

tem, so far.
Future of Bangladesh, on the

other hand, particularly hinges
on cducation, The Enuntry is
starved of land. The pressure
on land is acutely reflected in
the doubling of the man-
land-ratio over a shott
period of twenty years. For
example, the man-land-ratio

(i.e. the number of persons per
Ihcreased from.

aACre Of land)
1.5 to 3in 1975, So deveinpment
of this country with unlimited
labour supply squeezed i, limi-
ted area, mobilising the masses
annd unleashing of their latent
potentials is essentially an edu-
cationai process. If Bangladesh
is unable to develop the skills
and Xknowledge of ity people
and utilise them effectively for
ecunumlc development, she can
not develop anything else. No
doubt, demographic tidal bore,

shrinking resources, absence of

know-how and explnsmn of mass -

consciousness make develop-

ment ‘a difficult task. But the
are

our - of poverty and land into
plenty in their own life time.
The wretched of Bangladesh
now know that they need
longer to live in il health, hun.
ger and deprivation, and educa-
tion can bail
landless and marginal farmers

‘see before their very eves that

the education svstem is a hugs
sieve. through which the younz
people pass to the cities. They
are dEﬁﬂﬂlj Pmrerty originates
in the rural
poverty,is a.retlected pain_, But
*schﬂnllng* in: Bangladesha:is tan
escape route , mostly ft’.ir"'thé
thildren Tof 1 urban and’ “11.11":11
elite, This i5“so because the
rural poor clrildren are last to
drop out
from schunl hecause they need
to work, first to be pushed out
because they fal] asleep in
classes, as a result of malnurish-
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them out. The:

areas and urban.

#

ments, first to fuil in their Eng- -

lish tests becauce upper income
children had better opportuni:
ties at home. 1l hope brought

. to village parents by the con-

truction of the primary school
soon fades. Out of ¢very 100
students enrolled in class I
75 faII by the wayside befm:e

e eebe— e el . pmy o = [P

_.Common
ASIEIh}',g. reference ¢g this shaty
—tering influence

completing the cycle. This is
particularly true for girlg who
are virtually prisoners in their
own ‘home. A recent survey
shows that 60% of the rural
people cannot afford to bear
educational expenses even thou
gh the primary education. is
free. They are caught in pover-
ty trap. As a result the rural
urban zap and gap in education
al facilities between sexes are
widening. The few whg

at the secondary stage becausc
of steeply rising cost of secoun:;
dary education which is not
free. Government secondary
schools where tuition fees arc
nominal are all in the urban

areas, The rural children are

doubly disadvantaged. First,
they pay higher tuition fees in
non-govt. schools. Secondly,
they are deprived of qudlity
educatton which a government
institution is supposed to give

and for which they equally foot-

the bill. No wonder, fewer poor
rural students complete secon-
dary education cvcle. The child-
ren of average merit of the
affluent. families, however, can
continue o study through
more years of educatinn

HIGHER I:DUCATIDN

Higher education system of
Bangladesh with: modifications
here and there is a direct trans-
plant of the system in develo-
ped countries. It does not retl.
ect loca] ingenuity. By and
large the institutions of higher
education live on imported
knowledge. Although Bangla-
desh has ceased to be a colony
in " the politica] sense,

It ig partlcularly true- for hig-
her education., Ideas from de-

. veloped countries are no doubt
-useful. But, clearly, the coun-

-try‘s development cannot be ba
sed” on imported , ideas. The
result is that excellence of a
university continues to be mea-
sured in terms of intemational
academic standirds rather than

~ contribution to national develop
- ment., It separites = him
his. family and village, (though-

him from

he will, with intense feeling
and loyaity, relurn regularly to
his- home and accept what are
often crushing lamilv responsi-
bilities). It obliges' him to live

in a western way whether he

lgkes it or not, It atrgtchgs,c}p‘}

1| .L!.J.

hef{es, betwegnnn tW %éqgara‘fe

Al am
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" and two horizons~of- thoughts.

In his hands he holds the ter-
rifying instrumsnts of western
civilization, the philosophy of
many, -mathematics and chemis

iry and atomic destruction. Thus

the gap between him and his

people is vety great—the univer -

sities and their graduateg are
tsolated from the life of the
people.  Sir

of western’
education on the peopie is ga
serious matter wortliy of atten-
tion In Bang]adesh Coordina-
ted efforts and vision of the

- L SR R,

can .
. complete primary cycle fall out

intellec.
“tually it is still very much so.
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thikerg and authors are needed’
to produce ideds
our experience and aspirations
that will dovetdi] with our de.
velopment. The tloser the adap
tation of ow: thlnkmg to Lhn:.I
need of the cnuintry, the mure
effectively  will; they serve as’
instrument of develnpment

‘.But over -60%¢ pl the students:
In the insututmns .

Arts and Saciay
seerms, mstltutl
education which ’ are highly sub.
sidised by the bfnvernment is
ineffecy an abkorber of last
resory for a great number of
educated unemployed.. More-
over, since PE€OPIle cannot re-
main students until they retire,
these educated u employed will-
one day, emerlf from-
the world of tight labour mar-
kets. The results!wﬂl be niore
disastrous because they are
both highly educeted and high
ly: vocal. Bangladesh universi-

relevant to:

of higher!
education in Bangladesh are’ in
Sclencﬁ's Itt
- of highert

1’ .

ues, it seems, are unaﬂ‘ected]

by the wind of change. In a
way a modery umiversity
lofty trade schooly But the ins.
titutiong of h:ghq’r education

is a

are still turning gut increasing °

numbers of genergl arts. unem.
ployable graduates ) and prolifera
ting lawyers to tppﬂse each
other. Our professiona] universi
ties are turning dut engineers
and .architects whé mostly desi-
gn luxury hﬂusa parks and
stadium. Op th'fl other hand
many universities :in the third
world have alreadf,r included
agriculturaj cnmponents in
their Biological S¢i=nces and
emphasise  intenglve village
studies for their S’pc:a] Science
graduate studenis.

So Bangladesh ig confronted

‘with two basic alternatives in

their policy appraaq':hes to plann
ing education, They can contine
tle as it 15, and expand formal
system quantuatlvely with
miner modificationt of curricy.
la, teaching methoHls, and exa.
minations, while retaining the
existing structures'{ and educa-
tional costing policies, Or, there
can be an attempqi to- refurm
the overall educati nal system
by modifying bot] the condi-
tions of demand for and the
supply of educatiodil oppor-
tunities and by réstructuring
the system in accofdance with
real resource and ngeds of the
nation: The first al; rnative can
only corfiplicate * Y problems
nf unemjpln}ment; pbverty, ine-
quahty, rural stagnation, and
international intelldctual  do-
minance. The way 'but of the
impasse is to look wbon educa.
tion ag o trade scBool which
will walk on two légs—formal
and non.forma] edukation, By
paraphrasing Jonathdn  Swift,
the Engvsh satirist one can say
a person who teache§ to make
two earg of corn or two blades
of grass grow upon the ground
where only cne gréew before
would do mor, essentjal service

to his count: 'y than the whole
race of, edacational plannerg
put together, i ys
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