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top. these male .
nsure women's.
Enize their con- :

| the” right “time in the right track,
Here - is' - the émergence of
‘Women's Studies Department ar .
Dhiaka University that has started -
rasjorrney towards new learning-
horizon in the ‘country's. higher -
sediicational instityte, This is first .
tme in ‘Bangladesh that a self- |
sufficient Cand- - self-dependant o
department has been. starred ‘at

-the university level
' &it’ ’{x«ty«- L,

{5 % as maximum
of its stidents are male. Yes, dear - *
readers;,. st "surprising as well as
e, T G gomemT
3 why people gltess -
the background of .

Uch, what is
1€ ¥mergence d
ubject§ taught here
€ teachers, what
SWiiiking” iiha
1t Chairpersen - sajfs, "
g b

epattment and

- with a list of tough conditions. A

few of the conditions can be men- ;
] tioned,.;gegé’afor‘ the better undet-

- Standing ¥y fivalued readers, ag it

" deerns thai these
powerless authority’, for example:
~i9xNo fiianéial helpfrom Dhaks
. University will

.

-+ depariment

. ne * Signed.by three devoted, experi-"
of this deparmeny, enced and respected teachers of
- three departments of thig univer-
sity irr spite of such stiff condition.

were- Dy,
from Political
munnesa Mahtab from "Public
JAdministration and .
‘Halim from Sociology.

feain; true, they took the risk,
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COTeHicAl concept at, Department who
IEIPICtical or field  Advisers of the 1*
nce: ‘the. teachers ‘
1 erienced in women
1ent. area felt this truh
made a proposal to the
ity I 97. It was raised in
c'council in 30 March
3 d not pass. At last, due
¢ sincere and cordia) initia-
s of some teachers, the pro-
Wwas passed on 9 March 2000

was one

Chairperson of

posal

The teachers took
conducting course |
were shortage of teachers and some
other logistic supports. The first MSS
batch was admitted through the formal
brocess as'is maintained in other de-

the wise decision for

_-partments. This batch ‘consisted of, 17
‘students where the female students were

only one third of the.

total students, Its
really surprising for

all that maximum

- students of Women’s Studies (WS) de-

Ppartment are boys,

dered her active cooperation to
the Chairperson o continue the
flow of its activities. The entire
process became a matter of sur-
priseto all and a challenge to the
involved teachers as jt was just to
- appear the battlefield without any
B * drmaiments,

’Nor.teé'éhé[s/staﬂ“s will be re- . The teachersltook the wise decj.-
ennted for this department .~ sion for conducting course only in
“No*space will be given for de:” MSS as there were shortage of
partmental office teachers and some other logistic
No ‘space will be provided for supports. The first MSS batch was
;E:Iassroom admitted through the formal
At that day' the. agreement was

were just like the

be given to this

departmerts.

students were only one third of
the total students, Its reajly sur- |
0se couragecus great teachers
-Nazma Chawdhury

, dents of Women'’s Studies (ws) .
Science, Dr. Nagz. ‘

department are boys, ‘
' The scenario after |
three years..........

Al present it seéms the WS de-
partment aftér three years of jrg
starting appreciates as well as
congratulates the three years back

Dr. Sadeka'

of a new

; of the establishment
fthex‘ebx to make &

LR

me “other  teachers also’. ex- ws saying - your journey has not
ded.itheir hands of coopera- . gope failure, you are on the way of
on. On April, Dr. Nazma Chowd. success.

hury.
;.’*-j-.."'u S

as nominated to carry D . The end of the iop floor of the

Bl T ARy

ne:of the |
Caretaker Govt.
ofthe country and the - founder -
the néwly estab. -
lished department Dr: -Nazma.
Chowdhury started 1o ‘Continue
the responsibilitieg of. this new .
department from her owh office
room of Political Science depart-
ment, Another senjor most Profes-
~. sor of Public Administration, Dr, -
Nazniiinnesa ‘Mahtab' ‘wiih the
association of other teachers ren-

only in MSS as there

- and thanks to the

.tion Program have been con-.
. ducted

process as is maintained in other
This batch consisted :
of 17 students where the female

prising for all that maximum stu- ;-

is .provisior
¢ got 4 chance. g ge
MSS degree from DU It
that, among the 4 gifl sty
72" “MSS batch, 3 ‘were service !
holders in different GO, NGO and
* internationai organization who
obtained their firs; MSS degree
from ather disciplines of this uni. A
versity. They expressed Bratitude
authority . for :
providing such a great chance.

was fouind

tudents of

The' 4-year Hons. Course has '
also started through  scheduled -
syllabus on_the basis of the deci- ;
sion of curriculum committee.
There are near about 8¢ students
in 3 batches of the hons, course,
There are teachers who are taking”
class voluntarily with the part time
teacher and ~ five permanent
teachers. All are highly qualified
and experienced in relevant field
-of teaching both home "and
abroad. Here it ‘should be men-
tioned that all the teachers are
female €XCept one male teacher
who has newly joined there, In the
mean time, two Gender Orienta-

with the students from
various disciplines under the|
Women's  Studies department.
The library has also become en-
riched with important and up-
dated.books, Journals and reports,
Almost all sorts of madern facili-
ties have also been initialized for
the student’s advancement,
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The' papers, taught in this de-
partment, are closely related with '
WOMEN ‘and theijr entire lives. '
The mentionable papers ‘that are
taught in the hons, course are-
Women , apd Environment,
Women and Society, Women and
Politics and so on. In the MSS
course, the papers are- Introdyc-
tion of Women's Studies, Wormen
in Politics and Govi., Feminism,
Research Methodology. ‘

- The students of this department ;
are really aware and responsive to
the socio-political aspects of -thel
country. and aiso committed ' to
play their roles on the basis of
their knowledge gathered from
thisdepartment, - = .

. (More Tomorrow) -
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