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Academlc Certificates On Sale
- At Some Private Un1ver31t1eq ?

‘Newspapers have frcquemly rqmrtcd that some pr
universitjes are sdlmg cuuf cales at a price. Thesé so-c
universilics are not only ulumrdgmg [raud, :)ilcrmg dist
education for which purpose students do not have o at
any courses, is clearly dishonest. If certilicates from t
universities can “be boughi like any other comime
Cmnmo(hly, whal are we lLdL]lmg, our children? Althu
this ‘kind" of news should ‘shock all our sensibilities, 1
often than not it doesn’t because the neéd for & plece ol p
is too imiportant for a job seeker.

" 'As we recall, we had touched on this sub]ect earl:er
year at-a time when the annual report of the Unive
Grants Commission (UGC) had been published showing
a number of private universities had set up outer camp
without | permission and were, in addition, selling certific
to those with the right amount of money to'buy. As there
no outcry, the news was passed by. Yet we had noted tha
accordance with the Private Umversuy -Act (amendm
1998, before seeking permission . for . \opemng an o
campus, it was mandatory for the university to fulfil all
necessary conditions relating toacademic, ﬁnanc1al
infrastructural facilities on the main. campis. - The 1
Chairman had categorically stated: that . eight . pri
universities were involved with settlng tip with such o
ampuses without _its approval or ‘that of the educa
ministry. As -no. action was - ever taken against tl
universities, the UGC would be justified in razsmg this i
igain. * - k Ly

Although the government needs to- encourage the gro
of private centres of higher learning, no one can be allowe
send the rules. Private institutions can only be set up if |
neet all'the appropriate standards and if they are rum »
he greatest efficiency thus the. establishment of the spc
ommittee to: investigate . into. the affairs of pri
Iiversities was justified but it was only a first step along
Nay. Eusurmg the quality of education in the- country is"
mportant but if nothing comes froin this exercise in integ
ts value is undermined. What is. far worse in our opinion
aises the bogey of profit making, but'if profit making is
rue motwe the owners of private universities should inst
nvest in other commermal enterprises. Education is, and
tlways been, a non- proﬁl holistic endeavour. :

Strengthemng the government's regulatory function
rery relevant and the authorities must give exemnp
wmishment’ to_any oéwner found ndulging in sel
ertificates l'or persona] gain. . One wuniversity was e
eported 10 be’ giving .out an .MBA: certificale withou
tudent appearing at an examination. Such allegations 1
re investigated as, if no one is taken, it will be a blot on
ountry’s conscience. If still no action is taken, civil soc
ind other social ‘'organisations nmust come forward to law

. movement against the practice as it is only socml resista
hat will be effective against this vice.

As the standard of education in private universitics
reen discussed al various levels for many vears, we do
Irepose to touch on this here. However wé must cmpha:
t this point that not all univérsities are guilty of the chat
svelled at some and several can be compared to any mod
iniversity in the world. That bemg so, this may be the «
onsolation we can cling to in an- otherwise unha
ituation” but as the UCG says rthese - too "arc lacking
zaching staff, our satisfaction'may be short-lived. But o
¢pends on'the UGC as it has a rcspons:blhty to the peopl
1onitor the activities of private universities, both acadei
nd financial. In addition to this it has a responsibility
ncourage the building up of a self-regu]atory system bul
1C greatest unportanca right now is - -if the UGC Chairn
oes have irréfutable evidence that somé private universil
re “selling cerul‘ icates, approprlate actlon must be taken
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