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Keep education above
polltlcs, PM's call

Prime Minister Khaleda- Zia on
Sunday called upon all irrespective
of party and opinicn to.work with
a synergy, holding education
above politics, for the of spread of
standard education 10 build a de-
veloped knowledge society, re-
ports UNB.

She made the call while ad-

dressing a function arranged for -

the distribution of Prime Minister
Sold Medal-2006, the highest
award for merilorious stitdems of
Public Universities, at the Intema-
iivnal” Conference Centre (ICC) at
he PMO. 1t was organized by the
Iniversity  Grants
U(n( ). pe e
Tho l’rimc Ministér Gbld Meddl
was intraduced in 2003 o encour:
age talented swdenis of the puliic
iversities.

*LEducation is a national issue.
Ne may have differences in many
iffairs but not in a fundamental
me like cducation,” she told the
unction and expressed her firm
betief that the nation can build up
1 knowledge-based  developed
society with united efforts of all.

A total of 57 students of differ-
it universitics were sclected for
he Prime Minister Gold Medal
his year on the basis of securing
irsi-ctass first position at gradua-
ionshonours-level  exammations
Ybtaining the highest marks in

fiffarant farnlrine
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The students of about 15 public
universities received the gold
medals. The varsities are Dhaka
University, - Rajshahi University,
Chittagong  University, BUET,
Bangladesh Agriculture Unjversity,
Jahangir Nagar University, Dhaka
University of Engineering and
Technology, Rajshahi University of
Engineering  and  Technology,
Shahjalal University of Science
and Tcéhnology, Natonal Univer-
sity, Hazi Danesh University of
Science  and  Technology
Dhaka Shere-Bangla Nagar Agri-
culture University.

There are 26 public universities
in the country,and the setting up

of three others in. (he process. -

Twuelve public universities were set
up in last four and a hall yer—
under the initiative of Prime M
ister Khaleda, the function w
informed. There are also 54 privi
universitics,
- Reminding that the role of a
demics and teachers is pivotal
preserving the standard of univ.
sity education and its develc
ment, the PM said, “The peo
haoped that the academics a
teachers would always rem:
accountable to the nation as
gards higher studies and high-le
research, rising above all un
pected intluenée and narrownges
She hoped that the teach

and ’

skilled, innovalive, hardwquing
citizens and make them capable of
facing tough competition of glob-
alization through imparting prag-

matic  teaching . in  various
branches of s’ciencc and knowl-
cdge.

Prime Mlmslcr Khaleda trged
the merilarious students to play a
leading role in national develop-
ment in their professional career
the way they kept the mark of pro-
liciency in educational life.

She also urgcd them io keep
contribution in the welfare of
poor, commen people, reminding
that the commoners of this coun-
try have a large share of expendi-
tire of cducation in the public
universitics lllrmlgh paying ‘their
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+ The swdems would et scope
for repaving the deln o society
through giving proper Ideershlp
to the country and the nation in
the days ahead as well as esiab-
lishing social peace through aceel-
crating momentum in economic
development, she observed.

Referring to various allegations
published in newspapers about
both public and private universi-
ties, the PM said she became upset
at this, as her government has
extended cooperation to all sectors
of education, including higher

L education.

She hoped those involved in
manageiment ol cducation, par-
Jticularly  wachers  and  distin-
guished personalitics at whose
initiative the private universities
were set up, would give more at-
tention to this maiter-because
aducation without standarg is
merely a certificate-bearing edu-
cation that pracllcally carries 10
worth.

The PM also reminded that in
the present perspective of the
world, going abroad for higher
education has become more diffi-
cult than any time before as all
don’t have that opportunity.

So world-standard education

+ has4o b arrdnged-in the donestic:

»,uni\‘wsmesﬂufullmg whtichysrthe 1
country will be'lagging behing,

In this context, she posed the
question why the teachers could
not do this at home when the
country's teachers are performing
teaching with repwtation in many
reputed universities in the world.

Earlier, Prime Minister Khaleda

" distributed the medal 10 the re-

cipients at the funcidon atiended
by ministers, Vice-chancellors of
dilferent universities, acadunics,
diplomats, representatives of dif-
ferent inlernational organizations
and guardlians.,

Educaion Minister Dr Osmian
Farruk, State Minister for Educa-
tion Ehsanul tluq Milon, UGC
chairman Prof Dr M Asdduzzaman
and, on behall of the recipients,

" BUET student Abduallah Al Muja-

heed and DU student Farzana

Akhter also spoke at the funcioi.



