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InVitation To Bill Gates \h
Sir, M
Whatever the Government
may plan for the dcvelopment of
ICT industry including the estab.
lishment of ICT incubator, ICT
park, ICT village and the sofi-
ware export target of USD 2 bil. *
lion by the year 2006, the fac
remains that the speed and extent
of development depend on the
availability of requisite materi-
als, appropriate technology,
necessary financial resources and
infrastuctural facilities, Minus_
these, nothing tangible can be
expected. -

It was reported in your daily of
25.09.02 and also in a local
English daily on 27.09.02 that
the , Bangladesh Computer
Samity (BCS) had made initial
contact with the Microsoft Chief
Bill Gates to invite him to the
| opening function of its next
show due in January' 03. Mr,
Azizur Rahman, secretary gen-
| eral went to the extent of saying
that Bill Gates might be by the
side’ of Prim¢ Minister Begum
| Khalada Zia who was expected to
.inaugurate the show. One of my
letters under the. caption, " Bill
Gates in Dhaka !" was also pub-
lished in your daily on 4.10.02.
We do not appear 10 hdve seen
} any further media report on its
development.

If India can arrange Bill Gates'
visit for the third time
(11.11.02-15.11.02), thcre is
no. réason why our government
should fail to arrange cven his
first visit to Bangladesh.

From a report in your daily on
4 14.81.02, it is learnt that India
-| usually accords reception to this
IT giant, the richest man of the
world, equal to and reserved for
those given 1o Heads of the
States! This will prompt any-
4 body to assert .and emphasize
that it is the government which
has 1o take the initiative and ex-
ert its all out efforts and be will-

] ing to come forward with the re-
quired finance for Bill Gates' -
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