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 The ‘Third SAARC

soctation - for - Regional . "Cooperation

i
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L “The- Third  Suifit of the South Asian

pleturesque_capital of Nepal, - Kathmandn

Situated at the foot of ‘the Himalayas, the -
, venue. of the' summit symbolises challenge

atd . prospects of regional ‘cooperation that

- the seven. member countries. of the SAARC
face. .. The - Himalayas is awesome but serene :
. a3 well” The - climbing " of the Himalayas
~ isja duanting and hazardous enterprise but
- once accomplished, it is a grand achievement.

¥

.P!-.r

&

¢

e SAARC has -.been proceeding cautiously
towards-its goal i of improving  the - life-

style” of ‘one  billiosi people - of _ the region . '

;llroug*h;' cooperation,: . Every SAARC sum-

mit is a- milestone " in the tortuous path
of collective development of the seven peo-

- ples with their -'Fatigﬂ:';'egpeﬁencés, |
the Kathmandu summit a SUccess.

“ | The. SAARC is said to have adopted

id

_ Women in development, - audio=vi

functional” approach’. " The SAARC has
jentified 18 “areas of cooperation. - These
¥

“afe - agriculture;.  Hhealth and - population,

nieteorology, postal services, - prevention of

‘diug trafficking and" abuse, rural develop-

ment;’ sCience “and . technology, sports,’ arts
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| . Formally launched- only two yests ago,

We wish

and "C ul"t}i re,”. telecommunicati on, transport, -

nge, " organised - tourism, documentation

centre,*SAARC chairs, fellowships and scho-

- Mrships,. .youth volunteer: exchange, “preven-

i

.

centre has-been approved. .
! .The SAARC leadership has obviously
‘opted,. at least for the present, for & low-

hidve been. conducted and e nent
- wstitutions. like SAARC Agricultural Infor-"
§ mation .Centre, 'SAARC. Meteorological

tion of térrorism “and international economic.

~1ssues. A large',number. .of seminars and .
workshops have -been” “held, somé” ‘studies

Research Centre and 'SAARC_ docgme_n!;aﬁon
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. D?Oﬁlf} perfg;ﬁlan;jg_'_, !B_ut ‘ﬂt'hB-, dynai'n_i:_:'s of

;- Cooperation .have. .inexorably - been forcing
'~ the -SAARC. to expand. its .scope of activi-

'?

 ties. ., For. example,. .Bangladesh ~ Foreign |
- Minister - Humayun . Rasheed - Chowdhury
1 proposed; atathe fourth, session of SAARC o
—~&Gouncil-of "Ministers-on Sunday.” that the

SAARC ‘takes up _disaster management as

an--area “of “cooperation: *There s also: 4 "
growing - urge-for a larger field of regional

£Congrmic codpedation, < & 1

- Even' though its programmes are mo-

The SAARC has already come to be ‘viewed
€3, R mstitation serving the dause of ‘stabi-
iy spG.progress. of the. region. - ‘That is,

- It is “expected. that. the SAARC, like the

* EEC or the ASEAN, will take a vigorous.
~.and.comprehensive -approach to regional
~ Cooperation.  But the present scope. of the -
- SAARC .,does not allow one to evaluate
' 1ts cffectiveness. as-a-clearing-house for sor-
' ting - outinter-state contentious 1ssues. - -
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} reconciling “+ the ~distrust,. problems - of the .-

. gmember. - countries iin.an indirectjmanner.zi
g D OVidesythe @ zovernment YieadersWof dihe

peaciRcountriesWaliscope toYmeetland fex
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. dest, they have raised expectations far beyond .
- Whag..its- leadership -has. promised .to -do. -

performing its role.of -
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