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Satyam Infoway (Sify) on/
.Tucsday became the- first
Indian  Intcrnet  Service
Provider to bag the amended
licence to start Net tclephony
services at under RS 7 per
minute to the US and Europe.

The Nasdag-listed compa-
ny, which is alrcady the
largest ISP in the couintry with
over 6 lakh subscribers, is
expected to offer PC-to-
phone calls to United ‘States,
the UK and most other

o offer

between Rs 34-48 per minute.

Calls to several other coun-
trics, however, will be priced
higher by Sify. This is
‘because of peering arrange-
ments with US and Europe
which arc also among the
most favourite overscas call-
ing destinations. Pecring
makes, it, casier for data (or
voice turned into dala as is the
casc in Net telephony) to trav-
cl faster over the Internct.
Hence, calls to Places such as
south  America, Africa,
Russia, Far East and Australia

Europcan countrie$ for under *. might be priced higher.

- Rs 7 per minute. Initially, the
company plans to comé ‘out
with a test price of Rs 5.25
per minute for calls to these
countries. .o

The, PC-to-PC calls would

7 Sify would soon launch pre-

and post-paid cards for its
subscribers- and might also
announce a tie-up with an
international service provider,
sources said. .
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ISD calls at Rs 7 per min

pany had applicd for the
licence on March 22.

It already has a letter of
intent from the Department of
Telecom for venturing into
international long distance
(ILD) services. But it has not
yet deposited the licence fee
and offered the mandatory
bank guarantee.

Sify’s tariff plan will set the
bar for s:vcral other 1SPs
gearing -Up to launch their
own services. Most ISPs that
have been struggling for sur-

. vival see Net telcphony as a

saviour. The business is
intrinsic to the Net access
business and could fetch them
good revenues, particularly to
companies like Sify which
already have a large base.

* of inferior quality than the

tually decide the leaders in
this ficld.

Phone calls based on Voice
over Internet protocol (VOIP)
are cxpected to be not only
drastically chcaper, but also

traditional public switched
tclecom network (PSTN)
calls.

This, along with over 60 per
cent drop expected in ISD
calls, could ring the death
knell for small personal call
offices (PCOs) who are
already finding their margins
shrinking with a 60 per cent
cut in national long distance
tariffs. Some of them are
expected to switch over to

be -free of charge.. Its tariff plan has alrearj_v However, the success in Net  Providing integrated value- |,
International subscriber dial-  been  approved by the telephony would depend on  added services such as video
| ing (ISD) calls to the US and  Telecom R%%ulalary pricing as well as the quality conferencing  over  the |
Europe  presently  cost  Authority of India. The com-  of service which would even-  Internet. : A
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