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The New E'dﬁcation'_Poli'cy .

The long-awaited new education policy to ad-
dress many vitaj issues-for narrowing'down the gap

between school™dnd Madrassah ‘edutatioh, plus
ensuring the widespread applicatiors of Informa- i

light next month subject to the approval of parlia-
ment. The policy will also lay stress on developing
moral values, patriotism, plus a similar curriculum
to be followed in schools and Mad  sgahs, It will
also focus on developiqg skills and capacity to re-
spond to the need .. the emplovment tarket. One ,
of the central issues ui the new policy is to have six |
common subjects - Bengali, English, Mathematics,
Science, Environment and Bangiadesh Studies.
Besides these common subjects, Madrassahs will
continue to teach other subjects. The draft report is
to be circulated 10 educationists and cxperts before
presenting (o the government it in its final form.
The draft policy is set to recommend educa-
tion up to HSG as schoo! educatjon; while up to
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and gﬁfertainmerisvt’o Students 10 encourage them
1o continue the studies.The most important aspect
of the ﬁew-educmioﬁ' policy is to narrow down the

tion technology at all jevels, e

Now that the Ministry of Edhci‘ifion has taken
up the task of formulating an edugation policy we

the government for cducation. The greatest chal-
lenge will be how 10 bridge the Bap between rich
and poor. Imparting lessons in technology may be
a start but as it can create socio-economic “dis-

cent of the total* Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
should go for education, . .

If "Digital Bangladesh® is to become a realiry,
we shall need to introduce a science-based educa.-
tion comprised of INnovations, inventions, con-
nectivity, etc. as this il give children a means for
solving problems by the .pplication of scientific
and technical knowledge. Byt as things stand, the
foundation oy which we hope jo build a "Digital _
Bangiadesh” is tgg weak and may present us with
more challenges than solutions.  Therefore any

proposed changes to the education system should

be subjected 1o close scrutny and before going
ahead with it we must ask the government 1o de-

}éine what the education System s all about and

provide us with ap honest answer, if it is measured
in terms of whether those emerging from the Sys- -
tem can be counted on to provide the manpower
the nation requires in an Increasingly Integrated
World, as seems to be the hidden agenda, there wil)
be a need to provide siudents with a needs-based

technical.6r vocational education,.
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| struggle b cause they are ‘overwhelmingly edy- ]

.drassah students 10 meet the needs of a country

-because of thejy ability to get students into elite
‘universities abroad, This, is the main asset of the
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schools and Madrassahs this should help reduce

too il equipped to cope with the changing needs ofp |
a modern world. Hopefully the new education
policy will remove this disparity and enabie Ma-

hoping o enter the modern world at par with any
other nation. _ '

Lots ofrich people and crummy state schools
especially in the big city where wel| off beople tend

these institutions but the main reason they thrive js

private schools. But Mmaintaining a system of elite
schools and universities to which ‘the rich have
privileged access is nejther fair nor efficient. But
any attempt to increase equality by getting rid of

elite state grammar schools, it:became harder still
for poor, clever children 1o get into elite wniversi- ‘
ties. . . ‘

The vast number of Bangladeshi students

cated in poor government-run schools, Change
them and you change the System.. It is here that
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