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ive organisations threaten

to lay siege to education minustry

Staff Correspondent

LEADERS ° of progressive
organisations on Sunday
threatened to lay siege to the
education ministry on Janu-
ary 31 if the government
does not withdraw all the
‘error-ridden  textbooks for
2017 academic year by the
deadline.

At a sit-in in front of Na-
tonal Curriculum and Text-
book Board at Motijheel, the
demonstrators also demand-
ed dismissal of the NCTB of-
ficials responsible for drop-
ping the progressive writers’
literatures and  inclusion
of sectarian contents-in the
textbooks. K

Bangladesh Udichi Shil-
pigoshthi, Genagagaran Man-
cha, Jubo Union, Chhatra
Union, Pragati Lokhak
Sangha, Ranesh Dasgupta
Chalachchitra  Sangshad,
Adivashi Jubo Parishad, Gar-
ments Trade Union Centre,
Hawkers' Union and Kendrio
Khbolaghar Aser jointly on
ganised the sitin under the

banner of Pragatishil Gana -

Sangathan Samubhs’,

This year, the NCTB had
distrlbuted around 36.21
crore textbooks, containing
misspelled texts- and con-
troversial graphics, contents
and literature, among 4.26
crore primary and second-
ary level students.

The textbooks were also
subjected to widespread
criticism for inclusion of

sectarian  elements
dropping secular and hu-
manist contents.

The progressive organisa-
tions were invthe streets pro-
testing against distribution of
the controversial texthooks.

Udichi general secre-
tary Jamished Anwar Tapan
announced the.fresh pro-
gramme on bebalf of the
organisations at the sit-in
participated by few hindred
protesters. -

‘We would lay siege to
the education ministry on
January 31 unless the gov-
ernment withdraws all er-
ror-ridden textbooks for the

'\‘

.

Several organisations hold a rally in front of Na
Bhaban at Motijhee! in Dhaka on Sunday, protesting at

tex;books.

and

2017 academic year imme-
diately’, he said. '

They organisations
would also organise mass
campaigns to garner support
for their demands of with-
drawal of all errorridden
texthooks.

We would wage move
ment against the ‘intentional
inclusion of sectarian lessons
in textbooks’, Jamshed said.

The leaders of the pro-
gressive organisations lam-
basted the ruling Awami
League saying that the party
had established a hand-in-
hand relation with radical
Islamic: groups that resulted
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in inclusion of sectarian ele-
ments in the {extbooks,

“The government 18 now
compromising with the spir-
its of War of Independence to
cling to power’, Cithatra Union.
president Lucky Akbter said.

Sraban Prakagshan pub-
lisher Robin Ahsar alleged
that the government was in-
spired by the Islamic groups
including Hefazat-e-Islam
and Islami Andolan Bangla-
desh, which had long been
demanding the revision of
the curriclum for inclu-

sion of sectarian contents ’
‘and dropping of secular and

Hindu writers’ literatures.
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