Textbook wrlters edltors
must disclose changes

ERRORS and misprints in primary and secondary textbooks for
the 2017 academic session are unpaiatab!e. The errors and mis-
prints detected s far have already created a furore on the media
" and, after a preliminary investigation, resutted inthe suspension
of the textbook board's chief editor and @ senior expert and the
termination of the job of an illustrator, with two committees, set
up by the education ministry and the National Curriculum and
Textbook Board SUH workmg to establish the reasons for the
mistakes. Whue changes in texts, arbitrarify of decidedly, have
also come up for dascuss,uon 13 writers and editors, all university
teachers, on Wednesdafssued a statement saying that they
should not be held 1o a¢ ount for the mistakes as theywerenot -
aware of the’ changes made in the textand the textbooks after
what they ‘have wntten ahd edited for pubhcatmn The state-
ment further c!anmed that the hoard, giving in to the pressure
that ‘radical lsiam|sts mounfed on relevant authorities, sowed

‘sectarianism tn the education system’ by dropping 'secular and
humarist’ conte ts from the ‘{exthooks.

This strain of discussion has been ‘around for quite some time;
so has the other strain in which ‘radical isfamists’ have level!ed
allegations that the textbook board and the govern ment have
shifted the focus away from'lslamic religious undertone in writ-

“Ing and adopting the contents. The situation has’ already been  °,
,compounded enough as textbooks have already been pubhshed -
i ' h 'students Yet ‘ ed. .

SUOb! T aviyiteaTeipyli
1€ te 00KS entans a responsubtilty on the writers
 to make public the changes that the 300
afh ve fade, atter ‘Ehe <Bniterits have been -
outd do thus ln the1r own mterest _
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