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BOOKS offering a mix of
folk literature, music, dance,
drama, food, medicine, crafts,
and popular religion abound
at the Ekushey Book Fair for
people curious about local
culture and tradition.

The demand for research-
based books on folklore is
increasing as curious readers
collect such books to dig into
their rools, publishers told
New Age at the fair.

The Bangla Academy has
been publishing a book series
tiled Bangladesher Lokojo
Somskriti Gronthomala since
2011 as part of ils programme
for the development of folklore.
Asmany as61 volumes—each
volume covering a district —
have already been published.

Volumes covering the
remaini districts
— Dhaka, Chittagong and
Narayanganj — would be
completed soon, said Ami-
nur Rahman Sultan, deputy
director at Bangla Academy.

The district-based vol-
umes specialises in history
of the district, folk literature
and narrative, material cul-
ture, folk costumes and orna-

EKUSHEY BOOK FAIR
Books on fol
intoroots |

ments, songs and musical in-
strument, fairs and festivals,
folk theatre and dance, ritu-
als, food, games, medicine,
technology, chants and belief,
added Aminur, also associate
editor of the book seties.
Bangla Academy direc-
tor gemeral Shamstzzaman
Khan, also the chief editor
of the project, -said that the

Pinak Roy, a businessman
visiting the fair on Thursday,
said that he had collected
a book on Sunamganj, his
home district, while Shar-
meen Sultana, a housewife
from Mirpur, said that she
had bought Kishoreganjer
Lokobiswas by Jahangir Alam
and published by’ Bateshwar
Barnan, for his husband who
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books of the series were the
second highest sold iterns
among the academy’s publi-
cations after dictionaries.

The first editions of the
volumes on Mymensingh,
Comilla and Madaripur under
the series have already been
sold out, informed Aminur.

Fairgoers were seen buy-
ing books on local cultures,
and customs related to places
of their interests.

Youths throng a stall at Ekushey Book Fair on Bangla Academy premises in Dha

the fair has been nearing towards its end.
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is from Kishoreganj.

Private publishers have
also brought new titles on folk
culture and tradition to meet
the increasing demands.

This year, Hawlader
Prokashoni has published
Baul Bhabna edited by Su-
mon  Sikder; Bidyaprokash
has brought out Bangla
Probad Probochan by Sub-
alchandra Mitra; and Bengal
Publications has published

klore dig

1alon Shain: Maromi O Drohi
by Abul Ahsan Chowdhury.
Annesha Prokashon has
published 12 volumes of Baul
Fakir Padabali edited by Su-
mon Kumar Das. Each of the
volumes contains 100 songs
by eminent bauls and bards,
including Monomohan Du-
tfa, Ukil Munshi, Hasan Raza,
Duddu Shah and Lalon.

On the 23rd day of the
fair, the academy announced
awards for publication houses
for their extraordinary contri-
butions in various categories.

This year, :Journeyman
Books was awarded the Chitta-
ranjan Saha Smriti Puraskar for
publishing the highest number
of titles while Batighar, Sang-
bed and Panjeree Publications
were awarded the Quayum
Chowdhury Smriti
for the best stall design.

The academy also award-
ed the Muneer Chowdhury
Smriti Purasker-to Prothoma
Prokashon published Desh,
Shera Jagatshera Shilpikatha
by Rafiqun Nabi, Mawla-
Brothers published Sang-
badikata Amar Cameray by
Pavel Rahman and Acharya
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jit Kumnar Mandal as the best
quality hooks for 2016.
Chandrabati Academy was
awarded the Rokonuzzaman
Khan Dadabhai Smriti Pu-
raskar for publishing the high-
est amnount of books for the
children. On Thursday, 72 new
titles hit the fair with 22 books
of poem leading the tally. '



