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TEACHING time at stag-
gered or double-shift pri-
mary schools has decreased
further when the annua
school contact hour is al-
ready lower than the global
average, affecting quality of
basic education of millions,
Teaching time at schools
shrinks further due to the
teachers’ lateness and absen.
teeism, teaching post vacan-
€y and others, educationists
have pointed out,
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account for 85 per cent of to-
tal new and old government
primary schools is hamper-
ing interaction between the
teachers and the students
as well ag Compromising the
quality of basic education of
millions of students,

Former director of Dhaka
University Institute of Edy.
cation and Research Profes-
sor Siddiqur Rahman, whg
led the team which devel-
oped the current curricy-
luin, and BRAG University's
Institute . of Educational
Development professor
emeritus Manzoor Ahmed
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Effective class contact
OUr was much lower than
the 791 hoyrs in a year pe.
Cause of teag
their lateness, vacant
Positions a5 el
as unscheduled closure of
schools, sajd Manzaor,

Campaign  for
Education 2015 Survey re.
that 12,7 Per cent
teachers of the old
ment primary schogls and
11.3 per cent of
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of teaching time at primary
school ‘alarming’,

" Bangladesh - Economic
Survey 2017 shows that
school contact hour at stag-
gered primary schools for
students of Class 0T to Class
V stood at 791 hours in 5 year.

The same survey in 2016
said that school contact hour
for the same level of student
was 833 hours in a year,

As per both the surveys,
teaching time for Class I and
IT'is 600 hours while the in.
ternational standard recom-
mends 1,000 hours of teach-
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Survey found that 43.4 per

cent teachers of new and 44
~ Per cent of g]q government

schools arrived late at schoo]
€ average dely of
these teachars ﬂv%as het\zeen
minutes,

DPE Sources said thgy
over 45,000 teaching pos;.

brimary scheg) was now
The combinatiop of these

affecting the contact
hours showg the complexity
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ing fime at primary level.
According ta Directorate

of Primary Education, about

85 per cent or 54,406 new
and old government prima-
1y schoois are now staggered
schools having double shift.

DPE top officials as well
as experts are sceptical about
791-hour teaching time ag
they say the figure may be in
paper but actually, they fear,
it is much lower if someocne
takes into consideration is-
sues like unscheduled clo-
sure of academic activities
during flood and others
natural calamities, political

ur

instability, teachers’ Iateness
and absenteeism and their
scheduled and unscheduled
leaves.

They also blame over-
crowded  classroom  and
teaching post vacancy for
this decreasing effective
school contact hour;

As the teachers get less
time, they want to complete
the syllabus hurriedly: they
sometimes skip teaching a
chapter or two,’ said Sid.
diqur. .

As a result, dependence
on coaching and guidebogk

Continued on page2Col 5

the actua]

classroom, It

n_lﬁcantly,
would find
Eovernment

Was recruiti

nore teachers
Crease schog]

el to use hjg
effectively while teachi
classroom,’ he explained,

Teachers’ absenteeism apq
]qteness has decreaged sig-
claimed the DPE
director genera]’ adding that
they would take action if they
any specific alle-
Bations in thig rjégg‘d

He said that

urs take toH

ones were absent op the day

f ; :
of tpe school visit jn 2014 for g the challenge in reaching

. contact hour cgaj.
culation sajd Manzoor,
On many occasions, g

students in g
is difficult for

government
nNew teach.

€1s and had a plan, 1o recruit
in order tg jp,.
contact hoyr,

Zfad.....

sifarTLaT TRA

AL

i, Afrear frg

B 2 .0m 4 Rrein

frrea g

By QA

/

..
wrirdfereid y

ATTH




