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According to the primary
education directogate mum-
ber of students with dis-
abilities at primary schools
across the board dropped
io 81,891 in 2016 from
1,12,444 in 2013.

Rights activists, and par-
ents complained that many
mainstream primary schools
‘still refuse’ to euroll stu-
dents with disabilities, flout-

"ing an order issued by the
government in 2009 {0 enroll
children with special needs.

Even if admitted by main-
stream primary schools their

lendly  infrastructute

d teachers discourage the

disabled students’ pursnit
of education. _ !

Right fo ediication act?-
ists said that ,depriving the
disabled children from edu-
catior tby the mafnsiream
primary schools segregate
them from the society that
led them to feel themselves
as burdens on the sociefy
and their families,

DPE  director general
Abu Hena*Mostafa Kamal
was unable to say why the
number of disabled students
dropped in the mainstream
prirnary schools, -

‘We are planning to hold
a berichmark study to know
why the number of students
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with  disabilities dropped
‘iin the mainstream
schools,” he said’*

studenis at primary schools
deross the board dropped
to 81,891 in 2016 from
°1,12,444 in 2013,

Their pumber at gow-
,ermment primary  schools
dropped 1o 48,933 in 2016,

- from 61,379 in 2013,

~ At newly nationalized
Primary schools the nymber
of students with disabilities
dropped to?18,089 in.2016
from 21,329 in 2013.
. Primary schools enroll
hildren with mild physi-
cal handicaps, including the

pn'mmy_
i The, mnmber of disabled

pry schools

autistic, those with poor eye-
sight and short of hearing.

+ Butthe number of students
with disabilities increased in
all the special non govern-
mént schools, only some of
which get grants from the
Ministry of Social Welfare.

The number of special
schools run across the coun-
try by the Society for the
Welfare of the Inteilectually
Disabled Bangladesh, bet-
ter known as SWID Bang-
ladesh, increased to 344 in
2016 from 150 in 2013,

The number of students
with intellectual disabilities,
autism, down syndrome and
other disabilities in these

Number falls in pry schools ™ |
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their main gate, entrance
to classrooms, seats, place-
ment of chilk hoards, cor-
ridors, stairs and the toilets -
were far from friendly to the
learners with disabilities,
said academics and rights
activists.

Shamim Ferdous quoted
parents as complaining that
the * mainstream primary

school teachers were reluc-
tant to have students with
disabilities out of fears that
they could spoil classroom
teaching atmosphere.

Nurtd Islam said that
there were instances of par-
ents withdrawing their disa-
bled children from main-
stream primary schools due
to teachers refusal to teach
them calling them naive and

foolish.

Both said, * Parents pre-
fer our special schools con-
sidering that their disabled
children would get better
care, education and friendly
atmosphere in them.’

DPE director general said
that all schools were bound
to enroll children with spe-
cial needs and refusal could
entail punitive action.

He disagreed with the
suggestion that rampant re-
fusals were reported from
across the country but ad-
mitted that stray incidents
do occur due to teachers
negative attitude,

He also said that efforts
were on to improve the fa-
cilities for the disabled stu-
dents in the mainstpean pri-
mary schools. ]

special schools increaged 1o
15,000 in 2016 fmm-”&,OOO
in 2013, said SWID Bangla-
desh director Nurul Isknn,

The number of special
schools for the disabled stu-
dents across the country Tun
by Bacgladesh Pratihandhi
Foundation rose to 12 in
2016 from"10 in 2013.

Thé number of disabled
students in these special
schools increased to.2,200
in 2016 from 1,925 in 2013,
said BPF executive director
Shamim Ferdous,

Generally,  mainstream

- primary schools infrastmic-

ture, physical facilitfes [ike
Continued on page 2Col5,




