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Worrying decline in speciakneed:
children’s school enrolment

A DECLINE in the number of students with disabilities in
mainstream primary schools in four years, from 1,12,444 in
2013 to 81,891 in 2016, is disparaging and this ismore so
when the number of such students increased in schools meant
‘for special-need children in the period. The situation;is clear]
in breach of an order that the government issued
. askingall pnmary schools to enrol children wrth 5
‘ if they approach. The order seems to have so far b
| by the schools and duiy, |gnored by educatlon ma
+ situation does not also raise any hope for the gov N
to meet its target of enrongS per cent of the chi
disabilities on primary educatlon every year, ultrmé‘t
" out for a total inclusion of such children in prima
it also holds back the governm'em from extendlng e
. compulsory education to all chridren and ‘relating’ e%’c ]
+ to the needs of society’ as set olt in the constitution. All
. thrs fears of guardrans to send chlldren with disabilities to
mainstream schools and the school S refusal Lie] enrol such
chr|dren segregates them from ‘socrety and lead them to feel
Irkea burden i g ‘ B

roonvenlently rgnored ; or grven irttleattention to the educatlon

of chr!dren with' drsabtlmes B why does/such fear o ef

“think that dealmg wrth such chlldren couEd béa hassie
Coupied erh this, there are problems of phys;cal mfrastructure
- such as entrances to the 'schools and classrooms, seating
-+ arrangement, stai rcases and toilets designed in a way that
_ stop children with specral needs from usrng them Thereis
+ then a lack of understandmg of teachers about children with.
v disabilities, which often may stem from lack of training. Not
;‘ all schools having teachers adequate!y trarned to impart: - .
‘ education on chrtciren requrrlng specral care also playsa role -‘
. in such fears, uncertalnty and refusal. The government, has 10
" remove all such obstacles to‘achieve its goal of enrollrng 5 per;- .
cent of the children with d;sabrhtres on prrmary sohools‘eve :
year, on a path to gradually make education mclusrve
Itis now time for the government to understand that the -
issuance of an order is not enough as orders do not get .
|mplemented on therr own They need to be rmplemented '
puttmg in place a weli—tho ght ut mechamsm supported

themselves as part of socrety mless manner Itis
_important for the government to take‘actron against schools not i
obeymg its order, but it is also rmportant for the government,
create an environment where schools can obey the order
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