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THE number of evening
postgraduate,  certificate,
diploma and other profes-
sional courses at the Dhaka
University is on the rise
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pering education of reg-
ular students.

Although the courses
were introduced to spread
higher education among
professionals to  enrich
their knowledge and skill,
it now became a cash cow

for teachers and officials of
many departments, said stu-
denls and teachers.

The academic council
first approved evening mas-
ter's courses of business
faculty in October 2001,

and institutes have evening
courses and 15 of them in-
troduced such courses after
January 2009 when AAMS
Arefin  Siddique assumed
the office of vice-chancellor.,

Teachers and students

Now at least 34 departments

also alleged that question-
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Dhaka University, is pro-
ducing low-quality graduaies
huacause of persorar benefit
and profit, Dhaka University
irsasurer Kamal Uddin said at
a senate meeting on june 18,

A section of teach-
ers are tarnishing the im-
age of Dhaka University
through the evening courses
and pushing the regular
students into  challenges
in the job market, he said.

Branding them as shop-
keepers, Kamal Uddin said
that they were iniroducing
evening courses and enrall-
ing students without or hold-
ing admission fests on paper
only with a motive of ‘more
students more money.’

Arefin Siddique, however,
said that Kamal Uddin made
the observation from his ex-
perience. “Thers may be some
criticism about all courses and
evening courses are 1o differ-
ent,’ he said.

‘Meking profit is never the
target of any evening course,
rather we have increased
evening courses on different

subjects as professionals can
take acedemic sducation on
their prcfssion,’ ne caid.

“iffe ensure quality educa-
ion,’ Arefin said. .

Sources in the univer
sity adminisiration said that
since January 2009, evening
master’s, ceriificate or others
courses were introduced at
television, film and photog-
raphy studies, printing and
publication studies, Japanese
studies, criminology, nuclear
engineering, communicaiion
disorder, organisation siral-
egy and leadership, socioloyy,
geography and environriend,
political science, oceanogra-
phy and dlinical psychology
departments and Institute of
Energy, Institute of Disaster
Management and Vulnerabil-
ity Studies and Confucius In-
stitute.

Evening courses at Inst-
tte of Business Administra-
lion, business faculiy, fnsiiluia
of Social Weliare ami He-
search, development siudios,
population science and health

mercial courses alleged Dhaka.
University it Chhaira Un-
it president Tuhin Kant Das
arid Chhatra Federation presi-
derit Umme Habiba Benojir.

Fees for evening master’s
courses are many folds than
that of regular courses, even
it ranges between Tk 1.5 lakh
and Tk 2.85lakh, the student
leaders said.

Umme Habina pointed that
many teachers usually took
courses at three places—regu-
lar courses, evening courses
and private universities. ‘So
ihew jusi pass time for regular
ot o koop iheir joh so it
is obvions ropndoe sivdoniz o

nei got propee alieniion
them’
Former Dhaka Univer-

sity vice-chancellor AK Azad
Chowdhury said that that
gvening course was inito-
duced in fag end of his tenuie
and it was designed in view of
ihe growing demand and for
doveloping necessary  skdlls
and learning of professionals.
These courses are by no

Tegular courses, hasiy .

Atiitade of profit | axing
is vory bau for educatfon and
there should be a guidslice
how much teachers can ieach
others courses than their regi-
lar courses, he added.

‘If the evening course:
meant for teachers’ hena!'i,
is not accepiable, said for.y
vicechancellor SMA  {iuz,
adding TFzes of the svenirg
courses shotid not reach suick
level that cav ¢ *=rmed prof
malking.’

Arefin Biduig v, vy
denied any allsgation o o
teering of teachers Theemh
svening cowse o dooa)
v oy profiteering sibiioe .
(1 evenRing couirsss’

The foe of these couns
is more than that of ez v
courses so that the universs
dees not face budget oo
bacause of ths cost o ¢
svening courses and selet
of teachers and steffs .+!
other expenditures comic: - -
the course fees, he said.

The fees are lass e st

X

13
“
e

economics are popular. means a substitute for regu- at private umiversitic:
Almost all of theseare com-  lar courses and should affect  added.
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