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SITTING ALLOWANCE
FORDU VC, PROVC

Provision
degrading
for univ:
teachers

Mohiuddin Alamgir

CURRENT and former sen-
ior teachers of Dhaka Uni-
versity think that provision
of allowances for attending
meetings_for: statutory posi-
tions like vice-chancellor

" and pro-vice-chancellor of

the university dents the im-
age of the country’s highest
seat of learning,

The VC and pro-VC
should be kept out of the
purview of the 51tt1ng allow-
ance as taking part in differ-

ent committee meehngs Or -

presiding over them is their
statutory responsibility, they

—— ——— e —

say.

They consider the VC

~ position, being a prestigious
Continued on page2Col. 5 !

Continued from page 1
one, already entitled to vari-
ous facilities like Tesidence,

full time car,_ofﬁce bearers-

and others.

The issue hecame a talk
among the university teach-
ers as the authgrities circu-
lated that DU iricumbent VC
Professor AAMS! Arefin Sid-
dique did not réceive any of
the sitting allowances worth
Tk 1.25 crore in last seven
years. A

They have found the unj-
versity authorities -t have.

been trying to ‘highlight Are- 4
fin at the cost of other teach- 7 p
- was introduced, he could hot

ers’ ‘dignity’.
A quarter of the teachers

also raised their eyebrows
over the amount of sitting al-
lowance of DU as they said
that the amount a VC could
draw from sitting allowance
in a month was more than
the VC's monthly salary.

When approached, Dhaka
University  vice-chancellor
AAMS Arefin Siddique re-
fused to make any comments
on the allowance issue.

The university treasurer,
Professor Kamal Uddin, also
did not want to comment on
teachers’ demand that VC
and pro-VC, should be kept
out of purview of sitting al-
lowance. g

Karfial Uddin said he,
while presenting this year's
university budget in the
annual senate meeting on
June 16, had said, ‘Pro-vice-
chancellor, treasurer and
others, who hold the higher

" regarding when” thE

Provision degradin,

positions +in the university,
received) 51thng allowances
happily.".

" ‘But only our vice-chan-
cellor has not taken any
sitting allowances worth
Tk 1.25 trore in the last sev-
en years', ‘he added.

He said that he had cited
the example to demonstrate
how much 3 person. could
sacnﬁce for the university. . *

*When New Age sought in-
fdtndtion KartigltJddin

itling

say exactly when but added
that it was introduced several
years back.

Kamal Uddin also failed
to provide information about
the amount of money re-
ceived as sitting allowance
and how many people so
far received it. ‘It is not pos-
sible to keep accounts of in-
dividual’s sitting allowance,’
he said.

Former DU treasurer and
current VC of Jagannath Uni-
versity Professor Mijamur Rah-
man said that ‘sitting allow-
ance for teachers and externals
was infreduced in 2003. But
the allowance was not appli-
cable for VC and pro-VCs'.

Professor SMA Faiz, who
was VC of DU between 2002
and 2009, said that when the
sitting allowance was intro-
duced for others teachers,
VC and pro-VC were left out
of the benefit as 'VC and pro-

VCs are trying to get sitting
allowance by presiding over
meetings,’ he added.
‘Presiding over meetings
is part of job responsthil-
ity for the VC,” he ohserved,
elaborating that the position

‘of VC was prestigious and

dignified.

‘We should not evaluate
this posiion in monetary
term,” he said.

Announcing that the VC
has not taken sitting allow-
ance is nothing but camou-
flage and created confusion
among many, he comment-
ed.

Samad also suggested that
there should be transparency
about how much money
VC could spend in a year or
month.

Both Mijanur and Samad
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téachers

rere skeptical about the fig-

re, Tk 1.25 crore, which the

C was said not to have re-

zived as sitting allowance,

Mijanur claimed that the
gure was ‘exaggerated’.

T he [Arefin) did not
ke Tk 1.25 crore money in
en years, it means he had
ot taken Tk 1.48 lakh per
onth, which is more than
s salary, Mijanur pointed
1t

SMA Faiz claimed that
rculation of news that DU
icumbent VC was the only
ne who did not take sitting
Jowance hurt him as a for-
1er VC.

It hurts me as many start-

d asking me if I took sitting
lowance,’ he said.

Tl the current university
administration has changed
the provision allowing sitting
allowance for the VC and the
pro-VC, it was an unwise de-
cision,” SMA Faiz added.

Another former DU VC

.

AK Azad Chowdbuy g
fused to make any comme
when New Age approach
for his comments about sjte®
ting allowance. Tfe
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