here this morning.

_ The Bé rrgfﬁdﬁ h Times

SALNA (Gazi ur} June 19:
The Institute of Postgraduate
Studies in Agriculture (IPSA)

- has been declared a University

by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. reports B55.
Sheikh Hasina. who is also
the Chancellor of this institute,
madde the declaradtion at its sec-
ond caonvocation ceremony

Speaking on the dccasion

..Sheikh Hasina called upon the

agriculturists to put in their

"allout efforts to set up a sus-

tainabte system of agricullural
production for building a beau-

~ tiful Bangladesh f[ree {rom
hunger, poverty and pollution, -
“Innovate an environinent- -

friendly agro-technology for
the inferest of our posterity”
she urged them.

"My. government, which is
commitf{ed to build a happy and
prosperous ‘Sonar Bangla® at-
tined to the dream of Father of

. Sheikh :Mujibur Rahman, has

attachei__&e hlghest priority to

[ S L T

- TPSA declared a unlver81ty o
nnovate agro-tech to
Iboost food: output: PM

a iculture for the development
the couintry and prosperity of
the nation. she said.

The Convocation ceremony

was also addressed by Agricul-
ture ‘Minister Motia Chowd-
hury, IPSA Rector Prof D AM

Ashraful Kamal and Scientist . -

Emeritus and Ex-Member
{Agriculture] of the Planning
Commission Dr S M Hasanuz-
zarnari.

Earlier, attired in orange
colour - ceremomial gown.
.Sheikh - Hasina eniered: the
" convocation venue leading the
Chancellor's parade to the

thunderous cheers and ovation -
~ of the grand assembly.

Members of Parhament m-

. cluding Rahmat Ali, Ahsanul-

lah Master, Akhteruzzaman.
and Meher Afroj
members "of the diplomatic
corps. Awami League Central
Publicity Secretary Ahbdul
_Mannan. educationists, high

the elite were present on-the nc—
casion.
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Chancellor Sheikh Hasina
conferred Ph.D degree on five
{feHows and M S (Master of Sci-
ence) degree on 102 participants

who successiully completed

- their course: She also awarded |

certificates to them.
» The tPrime -Minister Sald

"Our economy.- éarnings and .

livelihood tare mainly *depen-
dent on agriculture and now jt
is a greal challenge to feed the
ever ml::reasmg population of

~the country.”

- She said thal. the demand

for food would increase by [ifty |

pei cent during the first ten
years of the twentylirst century
and the variety of food people
also

the economic growth. "We are
slill dependent on import of

foodgrains and other corns
*which is not al all desirable.”

The Prime Minisier said ,
\that it was esseniial {0 reduce
i{h‘EhNﬂ‘ti?Em “‘Bangaba"nﬂhuﬁ ~civil~and . military-officials and-r -wihe . dependﬂnce on’ dmpaert

1....5.
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Innovate agro -tech

. Referrmg to the various ;nf md&pendence our
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greatl

thrnugh increasing, dﬂm&stlc
production - of
dgoods. The present governnient,
she said. keeping this in view
has already formed (he Na-
lional Commission for agricul-

a:,rmu]lural a

i
i

ture considering the impor- -

tance of this sector.

The. Prime Minister under-

scored the need for innovalion

.of sustainable envirenment-

friendly agricultural technolo-

steps already taken by her gov-

- ernment in the agriculture sec-

tor. 'the Prime Minisler said
these steps were. taken for mak-
ing available fertilizer. ‘seed.
insecticides) irrigation 1na-
chinery and other agro- mputs

. to the farmers.

The feasibility:of produc-
tion of 2.5 crore tons of wheat
and rice by the year 2002 has
already been’ studied and that
the report submitied by the
Committee constituted for this

leader {he Bangabandhu
‘formed (he Quadrat-e-Khuda
'Education Commission to
"make the. education system

praclical and production ori-.

-ented. The reports of the com-

“mission was prepared in the
spirit of the Liberation War hut
it was not implemented aflter
. the tragic event of 1975.

Speaking on the occasion

) ! Begum Motia Chowdhury said
thal considering the present
‘trend of food shorlage and pop-

et e, it ¢

3
1

; gies S0 that the productivity of
the land was not endan;___e:red
due to continuous use of Lthe .

' same land for crop cultivation. '; : Besides, she said. cunsu:ler-

= ©" The Prime -Minister said
- ! that the production of food:- | *‘“g various *aspects, a high-

“ulation boom there is no aller-
. native to making agro-produc--
ftmn wstem more dvnamic and

speedy

purpose is now under-review,
the Prime Minister said.
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1* -grains increased to 20 million Egglbgeﬁsgﬁgﬂ?ifﬁﬁﬁiﬁ . .L
tonnes for the first time in the 250 “-- e fEr (he de .

velopment of agriculture.

.The Prime Minister pointed
"out that a néw agriculture ex-
terysion policy has also been

country this year. "It is the re-
'iﬁu_lt of the pragmatic steps -
 laken by the present govern-
{ ment in the agriculture seclor.”

she added.

L ‘ formulated [or the development |
A o The development of our ed- . of agriculture extension man-
i = ucation system has got the top- - agemnent, :
"p_ | "fmﬁthzggrﬁgenStli:?ti{del?sgilﬁ; ;. The Prime Minister pmnled .
: ' measures for giving our educa- § out thatr_.wl_th the achllet-ement |

{tion system an applied nature~ - - T o ame o
] iand for making il congenial to .

the flourishing of talent.”"She i
| | .said with this end in view the
« government had formed the na-
.tional commitiee to frame an
;education policy which would
:submit its report soon.
< ' The Prime Minister said the |
"enlire world has now turned
.into- a “global village™ due to
"development of science and
-technology. Similarly with the
introduction ot {ree market @
-economy the country entered '
into an age of tough comnpeti-
‘tion not only in trade and
economy but also in agronomy.
She expressed her happiness -
fo note that the research labo- g 2
§- ratories of IPSA are well-
equipped with the financial ,
: and technical assistance of the
i governments Df Japan and the

AUSA i
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