Prime Minister Sheikhn
Hasina yesterday said her gov-
ernment has laid special em-
phasis on removing poverty

and hunger from the countiry, .

and considered education &s the
main tool to fight the malice,
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uirgés pry teachers;
to help'fight poverty |

the: schools. "&"uu-hﬁvé an im-

portant role in this  regard.”

Hasina reminded the teachers.
who are the main architect ol
educationn. = . T

The Prime Mifister récalled

the support of the primary

tesdchers for the restoration of |-

mWe are working hard to free % democracy and hoped that the

the nation from poverty and
‘hunger and trying to develop

education as the main tool to
ﬁ%ht against poverty.” she said
while exchanging views with
the leaders of Primary Teach-

ers' Oikya Parishad at her office |
| . tion sector, particularly in the

yesterday morning. .

"Our struggle for economic
emancipation is going on,” said
the - Prime Minister s calling
upon the primary teachers to
lend their total support-to the
struggle against poverty and il-
literacy.

The Prime Minister said‘ her-

overnment wants to remove

filiteracy from the country by

the year 2006 and mentioned
that the government has been
able to raise the rate of literacy
by four per cent in last 17
months. |

She said country's constitu-
tion has ensured the right of ed-

ueation for all and her govern- .

ment wants to reduce the
dropout rate of children from
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teachers would extend their all- |

out “support to the humanitar-
ian activities of the govern-
merit. .' PR S .

- Sheikh Hasina.said her gov-
ernment was assessing- the
overall situation of the educa-

?.prirnar_v sector. "We have iden-
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tified areas and ste%s have been
taken to set up schools where
there was no primary school.”
She added, steps has also been
taken to repair the damaged
schools. - )

* Non-formal education for ’

elderly people is going on for

"increasing literacy rate, -she

said adding "We are trying to do
everything to raise the literacy

rate. However, we canriot do ev- |

erything overnight.”

"Canvenor of the Central |

Committee of the Parishad Prof
Abdul Mannan Chowdhury,
Sufia Khatun and Mohammad
Abdul Awal Talukder also

spoke on the occasion.

Deputy Minister for Primary |
and Mass Education Prof Zi- /t

1

natunnesa Talukder was pre-/

,sent.
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