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/ENGLISHMEDIUMSCHOOLS — *
Govt has no mechanism
to monitor

Failed to draft
quideline in
4 years

Mohiuddin Alamgir

., THE government is com-
pletely unaware about what
happens in the country’s
English medium schools.

. This“;,ha}ip'ened as the
government could " dbvelop
no mechanism until now
fo monitor the English me-
dium schools: ! R

Even there is no mecha-
nism to prevent the English
medium schools from charg-
ing exorbitant admission
and tuition fees.

Education ministry offi-
cials said that following an or-
der issued by the High Court

Division in June 2012, -gov-
erniment took move to frame a
ghideline for English medium
schools that produced no re-
sults in last four years.
Leading  academicians
said that it was long over
due for the government to
develop a mechanism to.
monitor the ¥English me-

dium schools as they foliow -

overseas curricula. '
The involvement of three
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students of English medium
schools, all from privileged
families, in the recent may-
hem at a Gulshan restaurant
reinforced the demand.
Traditionally, the demand
to bring the English medium
schools under monitoring
was raised on the allegation
that these institutions cul-
turally. alienate their pupils
from the society. '
Continued on page 2 %
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The government should im-
medfately start monitoring
English medium schools,
demanded professor emeri-
tus, Serajul Islam Choud-
hury and former Dhaka
University vice chancellor
Emajuddin Ahamad,
Officlals said that thers
were no guidelines to mon-
itor and supervise English
medium s¢heols to find out

what ‘they. 18ach and what

.motivation #hey provide to
" thaeir studglts, * T
Edm‘;é'irﬁisnﬁniétry Joint
»S8CTetaty’ JRubi Rahman
-said, that they almost com-
pleted drafting the guide-
line the English medium
schools should follow,
The guideline, she said,
would, ‘brvide for ‘regular
inspectioh” of English me-
dium schools, -
The proposed guideline

would require renewal
of registration of these
schools, she said,

She said that the guide-
line would also fix the max-
imum admission and tui-
tion fees to be charged by
English medium schools,

The education ministry
sven could not say how
many English medium
schools wera there in Bang-
ladesh. = .

- According tqg B
desh Bureau of Ediip
» Information ‘and3Sia
{

“ibetter known a@%B
there are 162 Efglish
um schopls in the coiifttryd
with 1,25,233 students.

Education ministry - of-
ficials described the BAN-
BEIS data as ‘not credible’,

v They said that number of

" ‘English medium schools in
Bangladesh would be much
higher.
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= tor
ischools to know what actu-
. ally bappens in the
v itutions,

Academicians  blamed
English medium $chools
for allenating their stu-
dents, mostly from well to
do families, from the soci-
ety and its culture,

They said that some how
many students of English
medium schools adopt dis-
torted alien culture.

Serajul Islam Choud-
hury 'said that the gov-
shonld  moni-
. English * medium

se i1 .-

Most of students of these

schools, he said , being de-
..+, prived of the oppartunities

i

to get acquainted with the
vibrant Bangali culture and
customs get alienated from
the society. ‘

It is unfair to blame ‘stu-
dents of English medium
schools  for terrorist ac-

tivitles when the problem
persists throughout the so-
clety, said Bangladesh ng-
lish Medium Schools As-
sociation general secretary
and Cardiff International
School principal GM Ni-
zam Uddin.. '

He said that after the
Gulshan incident the asso-
clation representing FEng-
lish medium schools took
the decision to increase cul-
tural and sporting events
to keep their pupils away
from all misdeeds.

He said that the asso-
ciation requaested parents to
spend more time with their
children,

He said the government
could monitor English me-
dium  schools’ ~ teaching
guality. -

He said that the fees
should be fixed according
to the ground realities.




