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Curtain rises

on Ekushey
Book Fair

Secutity concern looms large

Mohiuddin Alamgir

SECURITY still remains a
major concern when cur-
tain rises on Ekushey Book
Fair 2016 in the capital to-
day, with Dhaka Metropoli-
tan Police pledging all-out
safety for bloggers, writers
and publishers during the
month-long event,

Prime minister Sheikh
tTasina is scheduled to inau-
gurate the event commemo-
rating the historic Language

. Movement of 1952 at Bangia
Academy, when organisers
have made all preparations
for the annual get-together
of writers, book enthusiasts
and publishers.

I the backdrop of a scries
of attacks on writers, pub-
lishers and bloggers, having
a different opirion of what
is generally accepted as the
norm, publishers this vear
seemn Lo be a bit wary about
bringing out titles upholding
independent thoughts.

Still recling from the
shock of brutal attacks on
publishers of Jagriti and
Shuddhaswar, both the
houses are taking part in
the fair but with a curtailed
number of new titles by free-
thinking writers.

Jagriti is the publishing

house of Faisal Arefin Dipan,
while Shuddhaswar is the
publishing house of Ahme-
clur Rashid: Tutul,

Dipan, who  published

two books by slain  sci-

ence writer Avijit Roy, was
hacked to death in the capi-
tal's Aziz Super Market on
Octeber 31, a few hours after
anpther of Avijit's publish-
ers; Ahmedur Rashid Tatui,

. and two other writers came

under similar attack in the

_capital's Lalmatia.

Although offices of the
both publishing houses were
sealed off as crime scenes,
people of the two publish-
ing houses have published
several books, braving fear
of further attacks.

‘We will publish new
books and keep promoting
the writers as we did earli-
er,’ said Alauddin, manager
of Jagriti, The publishing
house has got a three-unit
stall at the fair,

Shuddhaswar is plan-
ning to bring at least four
new titles, much lower than
previous two years. The
publishing house will bring
out hooks written by writer-
bloggers Ranadipam Basu
and Tareq Rahim, both sus-
tained injuries aleng with
Tutu] in the same attack.

Shuddhaswar has also
got a three-unit stall at the
fair,

Yel another nagging con-
cern for the publishers is the
availability of pirated books
in and outside the fair ven-
te at Bangla Academy and
Suhrawardy Udyan when
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stern measures have been
warned against such illegal
practice. Such warnings over
the last three years, however,
brought no result,

Academic and Creative
Publishers Association of
Bangladesh president Os-
man  Gani, also Agamee
Prakashani publisher, said
some dishonest stall owners
sell pirated books at the fair,

The fair on Bangla Acad-
erny and Suhrawardy Udvan
premises is still getting big-
ger in terms of the number
of participating publishing
houses, new titles, verie as
well as business every vear,

This yvear the authorities
have allotted 631 stalls to

~for book lovers.- %™ ‘
The number ol tew books _the'book fair comrhittees, the

the 401 publishing houses
and organisations while the
number of stalls was 565 for
333 organisations in 2013
and 517 for 299 in 2014,
“This year's beok fair is the
largest so far with over about
5 lakh square feet -area while
it was over 2,50 lakh square
feet in 2013 said Bangla
Academy director general
Shansuzzaman Khan,

In the last five years, the-

book fair venme on at least
three occasions was extend-
ed to the street in front of
academy or to.Subrawardy
Udvan, to accommodate
more participiigs as well as
have more bre&ﬁg&gﬁ space
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arrlving at the book fair is
also increasing every year as
a total of 3,700 books arrived
at the fair in 2015, while the
Hgure was 2,959 in 2014 and
3,070in 2013.

Publishers also hinted
that the number of new titles
would iricreasd this vear.

Academic and Creative
Publishers Association of
Bangladesh  president Q-
man Gani, also proprictor of

Agantoe Prakashani, said the:

mumber of books would be

combined sales in 2015 fair
was about Tk 21.95 crore,
while it was Tk 16.50 crore
in 2014 and Tk 10.15 crore
in 2013.

The fair time has, how-
ever, been curtailed by one
hour. It will now open at

- 3:00pm and continue tll
8:00pm. Till last vear, it
was between 3:00pm and
9:00pm.

. Two foreign Bangla lan-
guage experts — Jue Winter

¢ from the- United Kingdori

increasing as number of read-¥ and’ Ritiek Maztin from the

ers and writers was going up. “#Czeeh Republic — will also

The total tunover of the # &t#nH the ppening cerenio-

fair is also on the rise.every
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According to estimates of

“ny which would be presided
over by'the academy piresi-
dent, Professor Emeritus Au-
isuzzaman.



