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PM urges™

rich to

help

build equal
society for
children

United News of Bangladesh -
Dhaka

PRIME minister Sheikh
Hasina on Monday urged all,
especially the rich, to sup-

plement the governments:

efforts in building a society
for children where there will
be no discrimination.

“We want a society where
there'll be equal rights for
all, inctuding the rich; poor,
physicaliy-challenged ones
and autistic...we want to en-
sure a society where every-
one, including children, will
enjoy equal rights,’ she said.

The prime minister was
speaking at the inaugural
programme of World Chil-

..dren Day and Children

Rights Week 2016 at Bangla-
desh Shishu Acaderny audi-
torinm. -

She called up on the rich
section of society to look af-
ter their surroundings to en-
quire about the problems of
poor chiidren.

‘0 would request them
(rich} to enquire how poor
children are passing their
days, whether they can go fo
school, whether they have
cloths 10 wear or whether
they get adequate food. Twill
request the rich to take care
of these things,’ she said.

The prime minister went
on saying, ‘Being born into
a poor family is the fate of a
child, nobody is born poor. If
you (rich people) look after
the poor children, these chil-
dren can grow up with your
children.’

Hasina alse called on the
guardians, especially the
rich, to stay aware so that
the attitude of discrimina-
tion between the poor and
the rich cannot grow among
children. '

“This should be taught
from childhood as this is

“very important. Each and
every child has the same
right. I request all to ensure

the rights of -all children’
she said.

Describing various devel-
opment activities of her gov-
ermment, especially taken for
children, the prime minister
said there is no alternative to
proper sducation to build a
hunger- and poverty-free na-
tion. All must have proper
education...an educated na-
tion can free a country from
hunger.’

She mentioned the gov-
ernment has taken the re-
sponsibility ‘to  distribute
free texthooks among all stu-
dents of the county from the
day one of the calendar vear.
We want not a single child
to be left in the darkness of
jlliteracy, each and every
child will get educaticn--
modern education.’

Hasina said the govern-
ment believes that children
are the future of the country
as the future leadership wilt
grow from them.

“You [children) will lead
the country, vou'll be there
at the top of various sectors.
We'll have to groom them
properly. The government
has been working tirelessly
ta create opportunities for
children to flourish their tal-
ents,’ she added.

Presided over state min-

ister for woman and child
affairs minister Meher Afroz
Chumld, the programme
was addressed, among oth-
ers, by Bangladesh Shishu
Academy chairman and em-
inent writer Selina Hossain,
UNICEF representative in
Bangladesh Edouard Beig-
beder and women and child
affairs sécretary Nasima Be-
gum.

On her arrival at the ven-
ue, the prime minister in-
augurated the digital library
of the Bangladesh Shishu
Academy and then wit-

nessed a colourful cultural

programme perfopmed by
the children. \
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