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ﬁnU students boycott class,
exam demanding halls

JnU Correspondent

THE Jagannath University
students boycotted classes
and examinations on Tues-
day, the first day of their two-
day strike demanding con-
struction of residential halls,

The university sfudents
. are on movement pressing
for construction of dormito-
ries for them on the dand of
Dhaka Central Jail, "which
has been recently shifted
from the old part ef theity
to Keranigan;j on its offiskirts.

Raisul Islam -Nayan,” a

student of marketin,
ment, on Monday Gl
the fresh agitation'o e‘hjhlf
of the agitators o il can-
pus ater a march towards
Prime Minister's Office.

piepart-
lired

Mohammad Ibrahim
Khan, Lalbagh division
deputy commissioner  of

.Dhaka Metropolitan

Po-
lice, told New Age that the
agitators staged demonstra®
tions- peacefully in the Ray
Shaheb Bazaar intersection
of old Dhaka from 9:30am
to 1:00pm. ‘ '

Although the students
blocked the roads, they did
not vandalise any. vehicle,
he satd.

Hundreds of students
brought out a procession
from the campus around
9:15am and held a rally at
Ray Shaheb Bazaar intersec-
+ion after being halted by the
law enforcers’ barricades.

The agitators continued
their demonstration until
1:00pmy, forcing traffic in the
area to come to a standstill.

They also set fires to tyres
on the road and chanted
slogans in favour of their de-
mands.

Earlier, the agitators pad-
locked most of its academic
and administrative buildings
on the campus by 8:00am
halting all academic and ad-
ministrative activities.

Cormumuters faced severe
difficulties as they experi-
enced heavy traffic conges-
tions on different streets
linking Sadarghat, the prime
waterway terminal, and Gu-
listaz, a major trade and trans-
portation hub in the city, for
around three hours and a half.

The agitating students said
they had been living at rent-
ed houses as the authorities
failed to provide them with
accormodation since the es-
tablishment of the university.

‘We will continue our
movement until our rational
demands are met,' said ac-
counting and information
system department student

Shofiqul Islam, an organiser
of the movement.

Kbairun Nesa, ancther
organiser of the movement,
said, ‘We need halls, because
we face various problems at
rented house.’

JaU proctor Noor Mu-
hammad said that the au-
thorities unlocked the gates
of academic and administra-
tive building to resumne their
regular activities.

The agitating students
also urged the students of all
public and private universi-
ties to express their solidarity
with their logical moverment.

Meanwhile, the universi-
ty on August 11 wrote a let-

‘ter to the government seek-

ing permanent ownership of
the former jail property.

The students have been
demonstrating since August 1
in support of their demands. \
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