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ALTHOUGH the Alia ma-
drassah  education  system
has been ‘modernised’ with
its integration into the rrain-
stream education, noted edu-
cationists and analysts are of
the opinion that it could not
reach the desired goal of pro-
ducing required skilled hu-
man Tesources due to faulty
-and imprdent plans. '
Talking to UNB, Profes-
sor Emeritus Serajul Islam
Chowdhury, Professor Syed
Manzoorul Islain, Profes-
sor Abul Barakat and Dhaka
Alla Madrassah  principal
Professor Siraj Uddin Ahmad
said students now can prop-

erly learn neither science nor,
English or even Arabic as'the

- so-called modernisation of
the Alia education has largely *

- failed to attract students and
ease their study load.

The educationists observe
that formation of a madras-
sah education commission is
imperative to bring the rnad-
rassah education under a sin-
gle, platform with -a holistic
approach combining scigice,
English and Arabic education
to turn madrassahs into &tfec-
tive educational iristitutions
to create knowledgeable and
skilled human Tesources.

There are how twa typéé"
of madrassah education’ sys- .

temis - one Alia systemn regu-
lated by the goverfurient un-
der the Madrassahi Education
Board and another Qawmi
system financed by donors
and runt independently.

According to the Bangla-
desh Madrassah Education
Board, there are now 9,389
madrasahs under it across the
country with around 35-lakh
students.

About modermsanon of .

mMadrassah education, Profes-
sor Serajul Islam Chowdhury
said madrassah students suf-
fer from isolation due to their

faulty currientum which has
no focus on mother language,
historv. culture and science.

‘We've long been- falking
about modernisation of mad-
rassah education. We should
introduce a real, unified
education system merging
the existing Bangla, English
arid Madrassah system. The
unified education should be
hased on the mother langue,
he said.

Professor Syed Manzoorul

Islam of Dhaka Urniversity's.

English  Department  said
there should not be two types
of madrassah education. ‘We
should bring the madrasah
education under a single plat-
forin with its proper modern-
isation. We can follow Kolka-
1. madrassah modernisation
model ~which' has: tumed
very effective (o produce very
skilled huiman resources.”

In.th¢ Kolkata model ma-
drassah svstem he said stu-
dents from any religion can
study in 'madrae;séhs, and
they are ‘nicely picking up
‘the modern education and
becoming doctors, engineers
and IT experts and gefting
goood jobs.
" The

noted education-

‘ist -observed that although

a "mall number of madras-

of thern"are’g tpng thance in
Buet, meticdl%and science-
based subjeicts ais* they are not
gettmg quahty sc1ence educa-
tion. -

He said the govemment

shéuld form a commission -

nm'nedxately to streamling
the madrasgah - education
thrdugh’ discussion: and dia-
logue with the »dlffel‘ﬂnt stake

holdéts.

Accordmg to the findings
‘of #heir research on madras-

sah -education that wes up-. -

dated in 2015, Dhaka Univer-

ity Professor -Abul ‘Barakat

said 30 per cent Alia madras-

p—%

saly students opined that their
education svstem is almost
ineffective to get good jobs
while 70 per cent said their
textbooks should be modern-
ised further and 73 per cent
said their teachers are not
well-trained.

He said they also found
the degrees of both Fazil and
Kamil wot comparable to
university cnes as the cur
ricula at the two levels place
high emphasis on religious
aspects.

Professor  Siraj  Uddin
Ahmad also feels a madras-
sah education commission
should be constituted and the
madarssah curriculum at all
levels should be modernised
further to make the education
more effective, attractive and
conducive to producing very
skilled human resources.

As there's now huge un-
necessary study pressure on
madrassah students,” he said
adding that textbooks should
be redesigned with an ap-
proach: of load-management.

Professor Siraj bemoaned
that most madarssah sta-
dents cannot speak Arabic
and write it correctly despite
reading the subject for many
years, -

‘We're now giving special ©
focus on the issue.

Contacted, education min-

“ister Nurul Islam Nahid said-

now there is no big difference

' between general and madar;;/

sah education systems wh

it comes to curricula excep/
the latter's additional Arabic
and Islamic subjects.

‘Still, we're taking vari-
ous steps to modernise and
improve alia madrassah
education further. We've set
up g separate directorate for
madrassah education to give
more focus on it. We want the
madrassah students to get ed- -
ucated properly with modern
knowledge so that they can
held prestigious positions in
society, he said. [ ‘ [
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