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govt officers
suspend
agitation

Govt initiates talks to
address pay disparities
Staff Correspondent

PUBLIC university teachers
on Tuesday suspended their
nenstop  work « abstention
.‘out of respect’ to the prirne
minister Sheikh Hasina's as-
surance that their demands
would be ‘taken into consid-
eration’.

Aggrieved  government
officials alse rallying for res-
toration of timescales and
selection grade and removal
of disparities from the new
pay structure called off their
brotest programme to ‘fa-
cilitate discussions’ with the
government, said’ agitating
civil servants.

Indefinite work absten-
tions by teachers that began
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on fanuary 11 for removal of
disparities from the new pay
structure continued for the
ninth consecutive day on
Tuesday, keeping academic
activities at the public uni-
versities at a hait.

‘We are temporarily sus-
pending out work absten-
tion,” Federation of Bangla-
desh University Teachers
Associations secretary
general ASM Maksud Ka-
mal said coming out from a
federation meeting held at
Dhaka University.

He said that the federa-
tion took the decision hon-
ouring Prime Minister's as-
surance about meeting their
demands and request to call
off their work abstention.

The Prime minister on
Monday &t the sideline of
Pitha Utsab sat with fed-
eration leaders and assured
them that their demands
would be ‘taken into consid-
eration’, )

PM’s press secretary Thsa-
nul Karim after the meeting
said that the scope for el-
evating the university teach-
ers to grade 1 from grade 3
would be created. The press
secretary also said that the
teachers’ demands would be
‘duly considered'. '

Maksud Kamal said that
the federation leaders would
meet on February 3 to ana-
lyse the situation and if their
demands were not met by
this time they would declare
fresh agitation programmes.

Professional  groups  of
engineers, agriculturists and
doctors and the BCS Coor-
dination Committee, a plat-

form of 26 cadres, called off
their agitation after a mees-
ing with the government
high-ups.

The aggrieved civil serv-
ants were protesting against
the new pay structure that
abolished the selection
grade and the timescales.

‘We have decided to cail
off the agitation programme
to facilitate the ongoing dis-
cussions with the govern-
ment high-ups, the steering
committee member of the
four groups SM Golarn Kib-
ria said after a meeting of the
aggrieved groups, .

Leaders of the steering
committee, led by agri-
cuiturist AFM  Bahauddin
Nasim, also a ruling Awami

- League lawmaker, held a

meeting with the secretaries
to the public administration
ministry and the local gov-
ernment division on Thes-
day.

Bahanddin later told re-
porters that the government
had assured them of mak-
ing necessary changes in the
latest order that provided fi-
nancial authority to upazila
nirbahi officers.

The agitating government
officers, many of them engi-
neers, doctors and agricul-
turists have also been push-
ing for cancellation of ‘the
order that provided financial
authority tq_:il"

officers, Hg other de-
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upazila chairman and the
UNO as the field-level ad-
ministration cadre officers
were empowered further, ag-
grieved officers said quoting
a circular of the Cabhinet Di-
vision issued on October 14.

Meanwhile work absten-
tion by about 15,000 teach-
ers paralysed the 37 public
universities across the coun-
try on Tuesday and no class-
es were held at the campus-
es for a straight nine days.

On Sunday, the teachers’
federation sent a propesal to
education secretary Sohrab
Hossain to place 23 per cent
of the professors in grade 1
and provide pay, perks and
status of senior secretaries
to five per cent of the senior
professors,

Sohrab Hossain said that
government was trying to
resolve the crises facing the
public universities by up-
holding the teachers’ dignity.

THe public university
teachers under the bariner of
the federation have been vo-
cal against the 8th National

 Pay Scale since May 2015.

And their movement inten-

sifigd after the government

issued.-gazzete notification
of the new pav scale in the
second week of Decem-
ber by abolishing selection
grade and time scales.

Teachers .in May,
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parity between senior pro-
fessors and senior secretar-
ies, and between professors
and secretaries; upgrading
the status of teachers in the
warrant of precedence; and
the provision of cars and

.other allowances for teach-

ers, similar to provisions
given to bureaucrats.

At least four meetings
since iast in September be-
tween education minister
Nurul Islam Nahid and pub-
lic university teachers failed
to find any breakthrough in
the crisis. .

Teachers observed full-
day work abstention on Sep-
tember 8, 13 and 17, respec-
tively, besides taking part
in' processions and human
chain on several occasions,
and submitted memoran-
dums to the education and
finance ministers.

The aggrieved civil serv-
ants abstained from work
for two hours every day for a
week from January 11 across
the country in protest at the
‘discriminatory’ pay struc-
ture.

During the weeklong pro-
gramme, the professional
groups and members of26
Bangladesh Civil Service
cadres wore black badges
while attending offices.

The prime minister,
Jgh Hasina, earlier asked
ITRRON] socretary tefhe

ster's Office, the
retary and The
tindstration: nﬁp-

Jary to look Ko
RV et bl
1sitieteachers and oth-

the'gpveiBen| s




