whenever an cxpert is invit-
ed to an educational seminar
to say som&thing on the pro-
vexs -0f designing the currica-
um for any lovel of education,
he usually includes some cho-
“life-conter-

ed

tered “society-

education’’,
centered education” etc., in his
speech.  All these woris are
windoubtedly  significant
have an unmense ympact upon
tha attempts to f{rame

curricwla o1 the nation.

these words loge their import-

, pressions.

- prograromes for :
lopment falled to achieve tho

_
w
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"~ but ity success

basis and this stage ol experi-
mlent has been termad as the
' ‘Arst phase of the scheme,
As a worker in the first
yhase oOf the programme,

ance snd prospect if they 3are
turned into mere theoretical ex-

the opportunity to expérienc?

the truth inherent In the nbove

remark for a E00d
years as the designed plans and
national devee-

minimum suecess. ‘The nation
is, at present, deeply engaged
in  franisg the structurce of
suitable curricula for the nation
and for another time W€ are

going to experience the inclu-

sion of a number of alluging

statements n the curricula ancd

- §{ hope, this time We mwmz,.._mm_&

them i{n practice.

The Open Air Primary Edu-
touched the
_ systern
. of education in Bangladesh &%
~ the -progromme has

cation scherne has
nerve of ths national

not

been designed by

some vital words
has

been tested on an

I have experienced the pro-

all other past
more or lcss, had

1 will-of-the-wisps.

Significance
Tn our

thousand primary

as leurners.

cation of the counlr

and

suitable
But

We, us a nation, had.

number Of

inserting
and proposals
already
experimental

programmes af

national develepment which,
turned into

of the schems:
sixty-five thousand vil-
lages thern are ahout forty twn
schools 1In
which almost soventy-eight
lakhs of pupilg are attending
An analysis of the
present state of primary edu-

v Wwil} re-
veal that the maﬁﬁ&g which

Futuoreof
| open air primary education

the primary school children are
receiving is largely book-cen-
tered. The Open Air FPrimary
Education scheme is an attempt
to inject the sense of life-cell-
tered education into thie mind
of the budding learners along
with book-centereq education
within the four walls of pri-
gnary schools, so thal an acti-
vity-orienteq education pro-
gramme may adorn the pro-
cinots of primary schools and
herein -liee the real significance
of the Open Air Primary BEdu-
cation scheme. A few points
that have been included in the
cwrriculum for the Open AIT
Primary Edacalion in support
ot its introduction in the pri-
mary schools of Bangladesh
are presentegq below:

1. In consideration of the
present state of primary. edu-
cation in Bangladesh the intro-
duction of Open Air Primary
Education s necessary, as in
additiun to the traditional edu-
cation it is possible to impart
idess of education to the learn-
ers in open air, following new
methods of teaching.

'» This ntw method and cur-
riculum of education should
not. be limited to the prescribed
books for the primary school
children: rather, they will be
provided with the opportunity
for learning by doing.

4. In respect of cuality the
Open Alr Primary Education
will pot be inferior to that of
the existing system of primary
education; rather, it will help
them unfold their innate thinke
ing and earmn new experience,

First Phuse of the Pro-
gramwee: To conduct the ex-
periment on the proposed pro-

mary school teachers

DR. MD. AZHAR ALl

gramme

monthg from January 15,
to April 13, 1976 2 was
selected. For the saume pur-

pose. about §00 primary schools,

about 1,00000 primary school
children and about 2500 pri-
formed
the basic munpower ¢f the
echeme, The schools were

mostly selected from the police

stationa where the Swamrvar
Programme was in operation. .

To launch -the programme

effectively an arrdngement 'was

made to provide the selected
teachers with the necessary
training. ¥Frur busy days cons-
tituted the period of the train-
ing. For the purpose of train-
ing the selected teachers, fif-
teen training centers Wwere

selectd &nd fifeteen train-
ing officers received oriens

tation to conduct the trals
.ning programme

effectively.
The fifteen training officers
were selected from the Institute
of Education and Regearch,
University of Dacca, the Dacca
Teachers' Training College and

the Departmient of Education of -

the Government of the Peoples’
Republic of Bangiadesh.

With the terminution of tho
training programme the train-
ees (primary school rhers)
were instructed to befin the
work of the programma imme-
dlately cnd they were provided
with necessary number of ins-
tructiohal booklets specially de
gigned for the purpose and it
was expected that the teachers
who formed the population ol
the training programme will
carry on the sald responsibi-
lities as properly as possible.

crgunising authority
{ifteen evalusiior: officers from
{he same institulions or orga-
nizationg
¢ectiveness «f the programms,
The duration of period during
which the evaluating
collected the necessary i.m_..mam |

from the schools under the po-
lice stations from wheare the
' gechoolg were selected was full
five days.
geacun of the country and the
evaluating officers had t0 un-
dergu much trouble to coliect
the necessary 'data for the purs
pcse. - I

For pruper evaluation of
first phuse ©f the programmo

naire were developed and

When the scheduled period

LY
a period of three of the proposed experimenta-
tion was over, the programme

selected

ta evaluate the

officérsy

That was the rainy

Brief _bnancﬁﬁ_ & Hﬁﬂﬂmﬁﬂ“ﬂ :
o

three different kindg of ques-
tionnaire as well as nbgbﬁ.
Y
administering those the evalu-
ating officers collected the data
as regards the strengths and
weaknessts of the programme,
After the collection of the neco-
ssary data the evaluating offi-

cers had o atiend a8
meeting organised by the
Education Secretary in- his -

office tc have the verbal vres
port about the prospect of the
programme. From the Tepors
presented in the meeting it wail
understood that the Opep AIr
Primary Education Programme

. hag e brighi-future.in Bangla~

desh. .

The cvaluating officers were
instructed tc submit a written
report on the basig of the col-
lected data, 'The data were ta-
bulated in decending ogpder in
terms of their irnportance and

an interpretation of the data

- I

teachers who
viith the responsibility for im-

|

wne made and compiled in a |
written report of almost fifty |
pages.
ings of
below

1. The Open Alr Primary
Education has an immense pos-
sibility in a couniry like Bang-
ladesh. \

A few important find-

2. An intensive training of the
werg entrusted

plementing the programme
should have been arranged.

8. Tha period selected for the |
experimental stage consisted of |

the summer months and the
fAeld work suggested and Inclu-
ded “in the programine
not be sttained in a desirable
munner in many of the selected
places. |

4. The shsence ©of adeqguats
supervisionn. of the programme

. told 'upon the effectiveness of

the progremme &5 a good NUM.
ber of primary school teachers
aceepted the responsibilities {or
making the programme & suce
cess very reluctantly,

5. Co-operation necessary for
the prograpme from the lucal

during tha period of the train-
ing ng person from the lccas
lities other than the primarvy
s hnol teachers wag selected.
An Estimale: On the basis
of my exyperiences in the fivst
phuse «f the Pprogramme ) |

opina - with —amuch confidence.

that the Open Al
Educalion programme shall be
guccersful If proper care fg tak-
en to  implement the pro-

gran'me all over Bangladath in }

a slow but steady mannper. But

by wilt.ess its zuccesa we sball .

Contd. On Page 19

the report are presented

could §

gatborities was not enough as
.selected areas should be orga-

| Primary Education H.Hnm.‘mﬂ..m._ .

have com
| that ?m.\—%

Primary
- Education

Contd from page 7

have to consider some vital fac~
tors the absence of which may
bring jecpardy for the pro-
gratnme, Having the opportu-
nity tu play an aciive part in
the first phase of the pro-
granme I humbly suggest the
following points for proper cone
siderution of the authority cone
cerned if wa want to moke the
Programme {4 SUccess |

1. I the second phase of the -
rregramme is designed and
carried o as a pilol schem~
the persons to handle the pro-
gramme should be trained ade-
guately ond I suggest that the
durution of the treining should
to full one month,

2, The people who will under~
take the responsibility to .
jprovide the selected groups of '
teachers from different areas m

|
_
!

with necessary training should

be selected as properly as pos- |
sible ang they should also be '
mﬁMEﬁma with necessary orienes .
ation.

3. The arrangement for ade-
quate supervision of the work
of the programme should be
made so thail the people en-
irusted with tha responsibility
for implementing tha pro-
gramme cannot accept it reluc-
tantly. « : _

4. Before starling the work
of the second phase of the pro-

gramme genernl meetings of
the responsible petople of the

nised s0 that the poor primary
school teschers need . not face
any sort or criticism fromu the
local authorities in performing
the field work included in the 7~
curriculum for the Open A¥'Y - i

. 8. The dependence L a% %

cal education office

proper su uiﬁu@h_ﬁ RIF DY
gramme shoul oE= .ﬂ
B
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