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Whenever an cxpert is invit-
ed to an educational seminar
to say something on the poo-
cess of designing the currica-
turn for any level of education,
fie usually includes some cho-
sen wordgs, such as “life-centes
ed education”, ‘‘activity-dern-

_ fered  education', ‘''society-
centered education” ete., in his
ppeech. All theseg woards are
wndoubtedly  significant and
. have an unmense impact upon
the attempts to frame sultable
curricula for the nation. But
thegse words loge their import-

ance snd prospect if they are

' furned into mere theoretical ex-

, pressions. We, us a nation, had.

. the opportunity to experienca

the truth inherent in the sbove
u remark for a good number of
yvears as thi- designed plans and
- prograrom~s for national deve-
lopment fafled to achieve the
! yminimum success. The nation
| is, at present, deeply enuzaged
in framiug the structure of
' guitable curricula for the nation
: and for snother tima we are
; going to experience ihe inclu~
sion of a numbar or alluring
statements in the curricula and
I hope, this time_ wie shall sew

_ them . in practice.
The Open Air Primary Edu-
y cation scheme has touched the
nerve of the national system
: of education in Bangladesh gy
the .programme has not only
m been designed by inserlng
' some vital words and proposals
. but ity success has already
. been tested on an experimental

| basis and this stage of experi-

ment has been termed sz the
first phase of the scheme,
worker In the first
phase of the programme,
1 have experienced the pro-
gramme as a deviation from
all other past programmes i
national develecpment’ which,
more or 1¢ss, had turned into
will-of-the-visps.

Significance of the eme ?
In our sixty-five thousand vil-
lages thers are about forty two
thousund primary schools in
which almost seventy-eight
lakhs of puplly are attending
ac learners. An analysis of the

present stete of primary edu~

cation of the country wil] re-
veal that thr: education which
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the primary school children are gramme a perlod of three
receiving is largely gowuﬂb. monthg from - January. 15,
tered, m.r.m Open Air Primary to  April 15, 1976 wus
Education scheme is an attempt selected. For the same pur-
to inject the sense of life-cell- pose about 500 primary schools,
tered education into the mind about 100,000 primary school
of the budding leartiers along children and about 2500 pri-
with book-centereg education mary scheool teachers formed
within the four walla ¢of pri~ the basic munpower of the
nary schools, so that an acti- scheme, The schools were
vity-orientedd education pro~ mmostly selected from the police
gramme may adorn the pro- stationg where the Swanirvar
cinets of primary schools and
herein™ lieg the real significance
of the Open Air Primary Edu-
cation scheme. A few points
that have been included in the
curriculun:. for the Open Air
FPrimary Eduacalion in support
of its introduction in the pri-
Bangladesh

To launch the programme
effoctively an arrdngement ‘was
made {0 provide the selected
teachergs with tha necessary
training, Frur busy days cons-
tituted the period of the train-
ing. For the purpose of {raine

imary schools of ing the selected teachers, fif-

are presented below: teen training centers were

1 In consideration of ths gelectq snd  fifeteen traine
present state of primary edu- ins officers received oriens
cation in Bengladesh the intro- (aiion to conduct the - trai:

duction of Open Air Primary
Fduecation is necessary, as in
addition to the traditional edu-
cation it. is possible to impart
idess of education to the learn-
ers in open air, foilowing new
methods of teaching.

2. This new method and cur-
riculum of education should
not be limited to the prescribed
books for the primary school
children; rather, they will be
provided with the opportunity
for learning by doing.

3. In vespect of cquality the
Open Alr Primary Education
will not be inferior to that of
the existing system of primary
education; rather it will help
them unfold their innate think-
ing ‘and earn new ¢xperience,

First Phaze of the Pro-
gramme : To conduct the ex-
periment on the proposed pro-

ning programme effectively.
The fifteen {rsining officers
were selected from the Institute
of Education and Research,
University of Dacca, the Dacca
Teachers' Training College and
the Departiréent of Education of -
the Government of the Peoples'
Republic o Bangladesh.

With the terminstion of the
training programme the traine
ees {(primary school t-hers)
were jnstructed to befin the
MOr O & Mgrarmrs T I LG
diately zand they were provided
with necessary number of ins-
tructiohai booklets specially de.
gigned for {he purpose and it
was expected that the teachers
who formed the population ol
the training programme will
carry on the said responsibje-
lities &s properly as possible.

Whien the scheduled period

of thie propcsed experimenta-
{ion was over, the programmeo

Iifteen evaluziion officers from
ihe same institutions or orga-
nizationg to
eflectiveness «f the programme,
.The duration ol period during
which the evaluating officérs
¢ollected the necessary data

from the schools under ﬁym.l PO-

Programme was in operation. . . schooly were selected was full

five days.
season of the country and the
evaluating officers had to un-
dergu much trouble to colleck
the necessery -data for the pure.
pose. e -k

For pruper evaluation of the

naire were developed ang by
-administering thosa the evalu-
ating officers collected the data

After the collection of the nece-
meeting

offica tc have the verbal res
port gbout the prospect of the

-/

was mede and complled in »
written report of almost fitty
pages. A few important find-
ings of the repart are presented
below : g

1. The Open  Air
Education has an immensé pos-
«ibility in & couniry like Bang-
Iadesh., )

2 An intensive training of the
teachery whe were entrusted
vith the responsibility for im-
plementing the programme
should have been arranged.

crgenising authority selected

evaluate the

lice: ‘statlons fronmi where the
That was the rainy

experimental stage consisted of
the . summer months and

{led in the programine could
not be wuﬂﬁmnmn in a desirable
moenner in many of the selected
first phuse of the programme places. |

three different kinds of ques- - , 3. gpgonce of adequata

tionnaire as well as opinlon- supervisior. of the programme
+ told upon the effectiveness of
the programme &s a good nume.
ber of primary school teachers
aceepted the responsibilities for
making the programme a suc-
tess very reluctantly.

3. Co-operation necessary for
the prograrme from the local
anlborities was not enough as
during. tha period of the traine
ing ng person from the locae
lities other than the primarvy

Brief Accounts of Evaluation :

gs regards the strengths and
weaeaknessis of the programme,

gsary data the evaluating offi=
cere had do attend A
organised by the

Education Secretary in- his -

programme. From the report

presented in the meeting it was mpw.“un_ Hﬂwﬁaﬁﬂ .imm% basin

understo n gt 188 UDer v .. . . .._ - N ™ By
ation Programme .

Prirmary Lauc
had a bright future in Bangla«

desh. . . | that the Open Air Primary

The cvaluating officers were Educalion programme shall be
instrueted tc submit o written successful if proper care ig take
report on the basiz of the col- en 1o implement the pro-
lected data. The data were ta~ gran'me sll over Bangladoch in
bulated in decending order in a slow but steady manner. But
lerms of their importance and to wilness its succvss we ghall .
an interpretalion of the data - Cuntd., On Fage 10

phuse «f Em,. Prograomme -.H
opine with much confidence

Primary |

3. The period selected for the |

_ the {
field 'work muggested and. inclu- |

Primary
~ Education:

Contd from pape 7

have to consider somse vital fac-
‘tors the sbsence of which may
bring jecpardy for the pro-
gramnme.  Having the opportu~
nity to play an active part in
the first phase of the pro-
grairme I humbly suggest the
following points for proper con-
giderution of the authority con-

'
L
._

1

cerned if wa want to moke the
Programme o Success :

1. If the second phase aof the
rregromme i designed

|
1

and |,

carried an; s a pilot schemn .

the persons to handle the pro-
gramme should be trained ade-

!

quately ond I suggest that the |

duration of the trzining should
to full one month,

24 The peaple whp will under-
take the responsibilily to
iprovide the selected groups of
teachers from different areas
with necessary training should
be - selected ag properly as pos-
sible ang they should also be

_equipped with p
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