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‘Inadequate  rumber  of

schuo‘a, poor economic condl-’
" tion and lack of
spirit on the part of gu

cooperative
ardians,
compel 41 per cent children of

the primary cge group (6 1o
;16 vears) t6 remain out  of

Your edvection system, accord-
iNng to s '[J"‘HCE::-F Epﬂnscred
siudy.

‘out at the ;rnnary level (70
per cent) adas o the econo-

'mically unproductive segment . -

of the popalaticn endangering
the future prwpﬂnty of the
country.

' The study on "the situation
childrm i Bangiadesh was

tmnducted Ly the Foundation

ifor Pezoarch fur Educational
Planning and Development.
thﬂ

5] pc children deprived
of prlmary education

By A Staff Reporter

{otal anlmhnt at the primary
level wag T7.45 million in 1975
which covered 59.per cent of
the primary age group popu-
lation ang the rrmeaining 41
per cent never «niered any
schooi at all (st of -the total

enrﬂlment

in ruralischools and the . re.

. maining 6 per cent 1 urban
Moreaver, hlgh rate nf dron- .

schools Government - nrimary
schools tcok on 90 per cvent Of
the total envolment,

_ The drop-out rate in - 1974
was 56. per cent in Clasc I, 13
per cent in Class III and. 16
per cent in Class IV. In .rural
arcag th#se rates were 57 per
cent, 17
cent reopectively. In  urban
areas, however, tha drop-out
rate was 4! per cent in Class

94 Ter reni were

. § years (pre-primary

; The present level

per cent and " 10 per |
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10 per cent in Class V.
In 1975 this rate was 25 pd
cent in Class IIT and 24 per

tent in Clasg IV and V. The
“attrition rate of girls exceeded |
that of boys by 3 to 4 per cert. i

The study nuted that

‘meagro schooling {acilities for .

children of the between 3 and .

contributed to ]
tage of drop-out. in Class II
amd naurg.

schooling  facililieg  {oY
ChlldI‘ET‘ in this®  apge- group
could not be ascertamicd due,
to non-avallability of data. In
1967 there were only 56 = pre-
primary schools in the coun.

try with a total enrolment ol

6.283. Besides, there were 64
missicnary schools and some

level) |
high percent- :
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t0 Class I.

total number of childmn

o ppalidden - pemegre el

Contd. {rom page 1
Friclish . medium schools situa-

ted mﬁtt]y in urian areas.

In some’ primsry  schools,

gpecially
were infant classes attached
But no data is

avaiiabhle regarding the num-
ber of primary-schools with
such infant classex or of ghﬂ
nd

volved, q

42,546 PﬂmARY SCHOOLS

At present there are 42,546
" primary

: schools in the couniry
including 25,441, govq:rnment
and 3,818 non- govmment PTi-
mary schools, "3,267 . primai'y
sections atiached to * junior
high schools ¢or high schonls

* and 64 missionary schools. Buk
- recent estimate ]put the pra-
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schools age group pupu:
lation at 13 5 milliopn and thas

of pre-primary age group &b
6. B m:ilion, -

The study said’ ;about 95 per

eent o1 the primary  schools
were located in ¥ rural Aareas
and only 4 per cent in urban

B BI‘EHE. thcugh aboul 8 per cenl

i
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Lmar} school' age”

of the tctal population Iived
in the urhan. araas, -

‘On tha hasis of disi:ribrutmn
of population and that of pri-
mary schools, it was found
that ;m 1875 there was one pri-
mary school to. cater to the
educational, needs of 292 "prl-

c.hlldren in
rural areas anql One ‘school for

According to the study,

ary ed.uc atlon '

studﬁnts in the rural areas and
about 54 per cent

areas could be - provided . mth
seat, -

in rural areas there

About 52 per cent of 'the

schools in the country had: al-
mirahs. In urban areas the per- .
centage of schools having almi-

tahs is as high as 71,

but in-

rural -areas,. the percentage is .
" 50. So far as clocks are concerns

ed ' the percentage of schools i

-having them is 67 in urban
Careas and 28 per cent in rural |

areas. About.-41'per r:ent of the

rural schools had _basic kit

boxes as against 37 per cent of

the urban schools,

Eightyone per cent. studentd -
of government primary schoels
enjoyed the facilities of the
school’ playground oh -2 land of
4 decimals or more .and the

remaining. number of students
nad a smaller playground In

_ their schools. Fiftyeight per cent

of the students in urban areas
enjoyed the playgmtmd facihty
in their schools. -

READING MATERIALS

Only about two- per cent ot

the schools in the éountry poss
sessed all- text. books for tea-

chers' use, and about 21 pe?
cent of the schools possessed

some text books. About 77 pe?

cent of the schools did not pos-
sess copies of text books fotr

teachers’ use, primary schools

usually do not subscribe maga-«

R

zines . and ]nurnalﬂ

II,Bper cent in Class III a.nd_‘
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0N an average ‘Taking Bangia~
desh a§ a _.whole, each thana’
has 93 schools’ ang each unjon
abtut 9 schools, .

The study.mealed that the-

size of enrolment and the nurn-
ber of schodls in each distriet
'do not necessarily mutually cor-
respond. Dacea district has the
highest enTolment with 1.69

. million students in 3,271 schools

and Chittagong Hill Tracts the

lowest with 0.04 million stud-
ents,. the number .of school be-
ing 851. However the number
of schools in Hill Tracts, how-
ever, is not the lowest in the
dismnt-mse distribution.

As for the enrolment
of girls in.: urban’
"Rajshahi _gistriet is . on
top of list with 47 per cent en-
tolment while Chittagong™ Hill
Tracts is at {ilie bottom . with

87 per cent of glrls,

“Rural . - enrolment  picture
showed .that Barisal district
with ‘41 *per cent girls in the
total enrolinent has the highest
+ pertentage of girls and Chitta-
gong Hill Tracts has -only 31

per cent- girls in the total en-
rnlment. -

GROWTH IN ENROLMENT

| The average rate of growth
in enrolment at the primary

' level in' Bangledesh was 3.1 per
cent during 1950-51 to 1060-61,
S per cent during _1960-61 to
1964-85,-7 per cent from 1064-65
1o 19ﬁ9 70 anﬁ 11 per cent from
’1969-70 to 1973-74 -

. PHYSICAL AND' OTHER
FACILITIES '

. On an average only 95 stud-

' ents per school could be pro-
] .vided  with - seats in 19’?5 but

the actual enrolment per schun]
in the country was 189 in that
year. About 50 ‘per cent of tha

—~
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- 8pecially’

- .

areas,

“On ‘an -average only " che
chalk-board was available in " a
primary school in the country,
in the rural areas

However, an urban school was &

_fuund to have up to five chalk-

‘boards. Three out of 1000 gov.
ernment schools and 10 out of |
1060 . non-government
wera provided Wwith radio sets.

. As for first-ald kits, the sl
tuation @appeared te be more
dismal kecause only about five.
per cent of the government

schools and about three per
cent of the non-governmernt
schoals have these ﬂ:st-aid
boxes,

HEALTH § ERVICES f

There s no provision - for
health services and feeding pro-
grammes in any school. Pros
fessional doctors, nurses, health
agencies ete. in the community

or ares cater to thé needs of
the children. In remote rural
areas, there is a great dearth of
such professional people- Medi-.

cal facilities for the menfally.
handicapped do not exist with- l

in the community or. even on

a thana basis,

Tubewell is the main. snurne
of drinking water for more than
85 per cent of rural angd semi-
rniral and 32 per cent of the

urban schools, Tap is the main.
source of water for wurban
schools. About seven pef cernt
of - the schools have no water
supp]y at all,

In the cuuntry only two per
cent of the government primary
schools have sanitary latrines,

‘while 20 per cent of the urban
primary . schools have sanitary |

latrines..only one per. cent of
the raral. schmls have thls (X
lity,
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