4lpc children deprived
of primary education

Inadequate rumber of

schouols, poor economic condi-

tion and lack of cooperative
spirit on the part of guardians,
compel 41 per cent children of
the primary oge group (8 {0
10 vears) to remain out of
our edvention system, acrord-
} ing to a8 TINICKE Spnnscrmi
¥ study.
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tntni enmlnﬁnt al the primary
level wag 7.45 milllon In 1973

which covered 59. per cent of

the primary age group popu-
lation ang the remaining 41

Per cent never cniered | any
¥chool at all, ©Cui of the total

enrclment, 94 per ceny wers
in rurnl .schools and the re-

10 per cent in Class TV,
In 1975 this rate was 25 pd

cent in Class III and 24 per)

cent in Clasg TV and V. The
attrition rate of girls exceeded
that of boys by 3 to 4 per cent.
The study noied that  very

meagry schooling facilities for

for H!HIT;E

children of the between 3 and

. ‘maining 6 per cent in urban 5 years (pre-primary level
Moreover, high Iate csf drop- schools Gevernment - wrimary contributed to high percent-
} out at the primory level (70 schools ook on @0 per vent of tage of drop-out in Class 1L

] per cent) adas Lo the econo-
1 mically unproduciive segment
1 of the popalaticn endangering
§ the future prosperity of tho
:‘ country.

4 The study on “the situation
1of Ch.lldrl"n i Bangladesh was
§ conducted by the Foundation
Tor Reeparch fur Educational
Planning and Development.

Aceording to the study, tho

tha tﬂt@l enrolmcht,

The drop-out rate in - 1874
was 5A. per cepnt 1n Clase IX, 18
per cent [n' Class III and. I0
per cent in Class IV. In rural
arcag these rates were 57 per
cent, 17 per cent and 10 per
cent respectively, In urban
areas, howewver, thae drop-out
rate wwas 4] per <ani in Class
II, ® per cent in Class 193} and

" The present level and aeiure.

of eschooling facilitiezs” for
childrenr in this age« group
could not he ascertaimoed due
to non-avaitlabilty of data. In
1967 tiere were only 56 pre-
primary schools in the coune

6,283, Besides, there were 64
missicnary s¢ hnﬂls &nd some

Contd. on pﬂge 8 col. &

e

try with a2 total enrolment of

] T o e ewmomhe - emr————— . ="
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'On  an -dverage only one
chalk-board was available in a l

primary school in the country,
specially’ in the rural areas

395 “enildren 1 “""“Eﬁq
On &n average. ‘Taking Bangw.—
. desh as a whole, each thana
* has 83 schools’ and each union
“.’i, abcut ¥ schools.

v . ' Coitd from|page 1

Enghsh.medium schoolg situa-
E ted mostly in urbpn areas.
- In some schools,
I . specially
i were infant classes

to Class I Bu# no data 18
i available regardi.ti the nume-
* ber of primary schools with
. such infant cla.sse or of the
. teotal pumber of ildren in-
' yolved.

| 42,545 PRIMARY |SCHOOLS

. At present therp are 42540
. “primary schools in] the country
y including 35441 }government
F and 3,838 nou-goveenment pri-
mary schools, 326 primar?
 gections attached | to - juniod
high schools or high schools
4 and 64 mlssmnury schools. But
: recent. estimate ut the pre
' mary schools age roup papua-
latigl at 13 6 million and thal
of pre-primsry age group &t
6.8 m:ilion

.. 'The study said-abc 1t 96 per

prima
attached

sent ot the primar schools
y were lecated in ral Areas
and only 4 per cemt in urban

I areas, thcugh abouy & per cent
of the tctal population lived
in 'the urban areas. -

; On the bhasis of distribution

of pepulation and of pri-
, mary schools, it Was found
~ that m 1975 there was one pri-
i mary scheol o r to the
educational. needs X 292" “pri-

rural areas and one sclmnl for

mary educ atlo n

in rurall areas therg-

students in the rural areas and !
about 5 per cent
areas could be - provided with
seats.

About 52 per cent of ‘the
schools in the country had- al-
mirahs. In urban areas the per-
centage of schools having almi-
rahs is as high as 71, but in-
rural areas,_ the percentage 18

50. S0 far as clocks are concerns
ed the percentage of schools :

‘having them is 67 in urban

areas and 28 per cent in rural
areas.  About 41°per cent of the
rural schools had basic kit
boxes as against 37 per cent of
the urban schools.

Eightyone per cent. -students
of government primary schools
enjoyed the facilities of the
school playground on a land of
4 decimals or more and the

remaining number of students
had a smaller playground in

_ their schools. Fiftyeight per cent’

of the students in urban areas
enjoyed the playground facility
in their schools.

READING MATERIALS

Only about two per cent of
the schools in the ¢ountry pos.

sessed all text books f{or tea-

chers’ use, and about 21 per
cent of the schools possessed

some text hooks. About 77 pet

cent of the schools did not pos« |
sess copies of text books fot .

teachers’ use, primary schools
usuall}r do not subscribe maga-
zines and journals.
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in wurban : Ir

of
\Rajﬁhahi distriet is  on

"4 The study revealed thai the

size .of enrolment ard the num-
ber of schotls in each disirict
*do not necessarily mutually cor-
respond. Dacca district has the
| highest enrolment with 0.69

million students {n 3,271 schools
. and Chittagong Hill Tracts the

lowest with 0.04 million stud-
ents,. the number of school bes
ing 851, However the number
of schools in Hill Tracts, how=
ever, is not the lowest in the
district-wisg distribution,
As for the enrolment
girls in. urban' areas,

top of list with 47 per cent en-
rolment while Chittagong Hill

Tracts is at the bottom  with

37 per cent of girls,

Rural . enrolment  picture
showed that Barisal district
with 41 per cent girls in the
total -enrolment has the highest
- pertentage of girls and Chitta-
gong Hill Tracts has only 31
per cent girls in the total en-
' rolment,

GROWTH IN Emommm

level in' Bangladesh was 3.1 per
, cent during 1950-51 to 1980-61,
f 5 per cent during _1950-61 to
i 1964-65, 7 per cent from 1964-63

to 1969-‘?0 and 11 per cent from
] 1969-70 to 1973-714. -

PHYSICAL AND DTHE’H.
FACILITIES -

On an average only 985 stud-
ents per school could be pro-

{ vided with -seais in 1975, but

the actual enrolment per schtml

¢ in the country was 182 in that

\ year. About 50 per cent of ths

Mﬂi.___i I-:T"‘H-- . -_7‘

"the children. In remote rurel!

] The average tate of growth
"+ In enrolment at the primary

e bk
-_—

However, an urban school was L

fourd to have up to five chalk-
‘boards. Three out of 1000 gov-
ernment schools and 16 out of
1000 non-government schools |
were provided with radio sets.

As for first-ald kits, the si-
tuation appeared to be more
dismal because only about five .
per cent of the government

schoole and about three pe?
cent of the non-government

schools have these ﬂrst-and*
boxes - ! l_

HEALTH SERVICES - !

There is no provision - for’
health services and feeding pro. .
grammes in any school. Pm-{
fessional doctors, nurses, health '~
agencies ete. in the community

or area cater to the needs of

areas, there is a great dearth of
such professional people: Medi-

|
cal facilities for the menfally.

“handicapped do not exist with-

in the community or even on * |
a thana basis.

Tubewell is the main_source
of drinking water for more than
85 per cent of rural and semi-
rural and 32 per cent of -the

urban schools, Tap is the main l

source of water for urban

schonls. About seven perf cent
{

of -the schoola have no water
supply. at all,

In the cuuntry only two per
cent of the government primary
schools have sanftary latrines,
while 20 per cent of the mban i

primary schools have sanitary
latrines only one per cent of
the rural schools have this feci- |
lity. _ |
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