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‘lN thes.fuhumng aﬂmle iwe
would “4ry-toieva ‘uate 'Krap.
. pe's The Science of -Folklore,
an uutstandmg bock o1
lore and .
tion io our Bengah Fclklore,
" which is gaining- impcrtance in
*he soil of Bangl ade:sh :

H. Krappe published hls
'I'he- Science of . Folkiore in
1930. "Therein heé classifies folk- -
wore genres into eighteen chap-
. tersg covering sucin areas 3S (hH
. the fairy tales (2) the merty
- tales (3) the animal tales 4) .
. the lut:zu legends (%) the m zra.
+ ¢ory  legends (6) the
sages (7] th** provrbs (8} th.'._
folksongs (9) the popular bal-
" | lads (103 charms, rhyms and
| | riddles (113 - superstitions ( 12)
*‘ “plant-loce (13) animal.lore (14)
ral..ore;" star-lore, 7. CO%

. mine
mngomc legend (1% & -castont

*and folk-d mma and "’ (18} fnlk.. .
i lore. mvth and religion.” - -

It is neeﬁless say ¢hat a
s professional . folklorist today. .
will classifly folklore materials
into - inany - other - divisions,
Huwﬂve;. ‘we .shall . cume tu'
. that point later on.
In his preface Krappe writes'
1 -concetve- ot fu‘_ktales
tolk.songs as purely . literarv ’3
mamfestatlml of the. popular+
Wgenious acting urn.der the same
j 1mpu1&es as “hke producuve
t -mindiof literary mnen, stholars
nnd artu.ts (preface X). "o
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Fnlk-— . ';-“ literature..
examine ils. ﬂblﬂ Ca. gﬁ

. like. Gomme, he Clearly
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matena;:. saould b2 criticised
-with the same standard as art
‘It seems cha¢ Krap

pe 1S nnuchced by west BEuro-
pean schoiars suchi as Naurama.
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l{rappe dt.mands that mlklnrc‘
an and to sume extent a-Germau

~.who thougiit that tolklore 3.

the degeneratcﬂ lorm. of highel
cuitiire or .iterawure. But un..
Sa¥s
- that roixiore can never help an .
the recunstructmn of poiliticet
histery--it Is * sulehr and smg..'
“ly” cuncerned witt." the history
of hunan idea, i.e. ther #ales,{
.§ungs and rites Be® dismisses 1
. the “'survival” theuirv of Lang,.!
'Gomme and MicCulevh and 1n -
; the queston of fairy tale origin !
"ne says that™ though some’
"mutwes" “(his aﬂﬁllulg} could }
traced back to pritive culs |
ture that should. hottsiean, that ;
- all taley or ginateutm che DI
mitive age. +2 % Krdplic. rightly
points out that iLang] and his
ailies were wrong |in/the ques.
' tion of pﬂlygenesmﬂ,sﬂnu. stories .
with complicatedr plots could
~not have originated independ. %
. ently. Krappe s . advocacy of §
- migration “ond alsu d ffussmn1
in the question ot distribution E
of tales, Is more .42agonable.
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.ana+ Krappe Is polemic against the 4

anthrbopological schoul, ™ but ¢
when he faces the guestion of

the. origin of suverstitions in s
fairy zales, hé falteos and ad. ;.
mits that "the cases -aré survi- -'!
1" Aegin,. whm fe. fLmes




