Educaflon Secretary Kayi Jalal Uddin Ahmed formally tnaugurating the
Institute of Distance Education at the Shilpakala Academmy om Monday,

Distance education
programme launched

Dr. K, M, Siraju; Islam

The first ever exlensjve coulr®e
under distance cdufaidn pro-
alcmme was launcned in the
country on July 1. Under it
4000 secondary school teachers
aTe going thrcugh the Bacheler
of Educat'on (B.Ed) course,

The concept of distance e€au-
cation in Bangladesh, however
Wag not develcped n a day.

In the vear 1956, the (;Overn-
mernt of Bast Pakistan received
S0Me wet  bailery cperated
radip sels as gift from
Japan. Of these 200 radlo reco
vers apd 400 car battgnes were
alistted to the Educa'lcn Threc
tora e tn distribute those among
the educational instiu-ions of

the province, Accordingly 8
cell cons.stng of an  Audio-
Visual ¢ficEr, one techujcian
and two suppoiting stafls
woe Createqd under the Educa-
t on Dirictorate. The main cb-
Jectives were to look after €
distipbuiion and maintengnee of
the radio sets and to :upport
the graphical prefentation of The
education aclievement in the
couniry.

Substequently in the year 1904
produciicn of one 3 mm  Llm
and a sct of silk screem printed
educaticnal charts led to the
txtsblishment of the Ezst Fak-
1stan  Audic-Visual Xducaiion
Centre (AVEC; with  broader
objectives of printing and d4:%
tribution of educaticnal wall
charls, Jdevelogment of 1§ mm
educatiponzal ilm and 35 wmm
filrstfip library, leaiz servee
apd reguwar training of sehool
feachers fcr the prepaiuion and
use of low cast audividual edu-
caticnal macrials, Subsequent-
ly some local'y procurtd iran-
sstor rado receivery were
distributeg among ithe schools
and some artangcmont svas
made with the then Radico Pak-
istan, Dhaka for educstionai
broadceasting. Th: tenire was
Jocated 'n one of the wings of
Dhaka Teacthers’ Training Col-
lege. Upto the late sixties, ‘he
films and flimstrips were bar-
roswed by 4 flerent educational
instituticns, They would bor-
row both the film  projectors
and filmstrip projeciors (cperat-
ed w'th kerosene lomp) from
the local Un'ted States Inferma-
tion Service (USIS), A

SBP

In 1976, President Ziayr Rah-
man visited Jarin and recev-
¢d a gift of 1100 sophisticated

10 mobile Audio-Visual venps, o

November 1980 the Schog!
Proad caeting Prigramme

{SBP) was approeved by, the

Natipnal FEvsluatien Commitiee
(VEC) ac 2 preject ynder the
Educatinn Directorate but inde-
pendent of the Audio-Visual
Education Centre. The, formal
programme ci regular school
breadcasting was naugurated
on first Janvary 1981 by the
President, o
The project voas for the distri-
buition a2nd installation of the
compl.cated conszole sets 1
more ithan one thousand
Secondary Schools of the

ccuniry  and  to  organiss

1egular eaucatoal broad
casting. Tiie mob’le units were
fitted with video ecasseite re-
corders (VCR) :nd nonitor
Lut no producton equipment
weTe provided, Under g sepa-
rate agreement with Woeldview

Internatior.a) Fovndation (WIF:
SBP borrowed the produection
equipmsng of this crganisation
and started the produclion of
educational Vides programines
Thus the operaticrgl area of
SBP war restrieteq otly n
educational  broadeasting and

educationul vides shows and
was working in parallel  witl

AVEC,
DISTANCE EDUCATION

Simul*ne.,usly along
the siarting of S B.P My
Kahman, the then
Ministry of Education
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ther drawback of the plag was

mission to consider establish.

ing an interminis:¢rial educa-

tiopal ipstitution based on
msess media, -n Seﬁtemher
1780, a top Level imterminiss

ter-al meeting was held to con
sider the proposal. Dr. Tasihu.
ddin Mahtal, the then Minister
for Planning  presided over
the sessicn ond, Mr. Shamsul
duda Chowdhury., the then
Min'stier tor Information and
Breadcasting, Mr M A Baen
the then Stute Mimster for

Educat'on alongwith some top
officials uf tre three Min siries
tovk active part in the dscus.
sion. The  proposal  galned
ground when a Brilish team

fiom the Upen University and
Pritish Council  was Invited
to visit Rungladesh In Novem-
Ler 1980, to discuss the feasi.
blily of introducing the Dis-
tunce Fducation (DL} Trogra-
mme in Dergladesh,

Mr. A. B, Edingtor. ¢f the
Pritish Courncl submitted <
ceport based in the e¢xplora:
tory vist and recommended
the use of Mass Med.a m Edu-
eat'on Fellowing the discussion
witi the Brit'sh Team, a h:gh
level Banglageshi Team visit
ed the FILK. Open University,
B B.C.. London University and
UNESC(O hezdquarters, IMaris
to study D.E. system w'th a

view tg make use ot it .n Ban-
gladesh Haying study the con-
cept in evnteat of Bangladesh
it was agreed by the delega.
tion that the DB, system
would be introduced In Bang:
ladesh and the same has been
‘neluded in the Secoad  Five
Year Plzn (1081.89), :

In Aprii 1981, UNESCO
cersultant Dr, Marcel! M. Her
conducted a feasibility siudy
en the intreduct’on of D.E. 1n
Pengladesh ind a report was
stbhmittest hy him. The report
recommenrded the setfing up
the Digtapee Education Insti-
tute with departments for pro
gramime  media, projects, eva-
luation, recearch and trainmg.
This was followed by another
v.sit hy fou: member
Téam, The team prepared 3

draft scheme on DE, for Pri
mary Teachers’ Trainiag and
Training of the Mass Educas
tion  Squads. The  schems
appearcd 1o be tea much ambi
tious.

severa] top level interminis
ter'al meetings were held 1n
this regard. The main con
{roversy was over the control
of video produeton, The ano-

the complete exelusion of the

two allled project of the Mins,
try of Eduration, the Schouli
Droadcasiing Programme
(SBP) and Audio-Visual Edu
catienr Centre {AVEQ), A deve.
Iopine counry itke Banegladesh

cannot a2fford three medra bas-
ed projec’s with stmilar chiee
tives, Consequently n  April
1983, the SBP and AVEC were

merged tagether forming a Na.
tenal Instijete of Gducationa.
Mediy ang Technolgy (NIEMT

Seeing the complex situation

Eritish

of establishing interministerial
media based educational insti-
fvte, the Minisiry of Education
dropped the ambitions plan and
revised the plan for estab'ishin«
Bangiadesh Institute of Distance

Fducstion (BIDE) and passed
through the meeting of Project
Evaluation Committes (PRO).
The main objective of the pro-
ject is to help the 10 Teachers

Training Colleges through me-

W th dis_l support for supplementing on
Q.F, Eoing
Secretary, Training Programmes and to
a2 cominue the vsual job of Edu-
CO’E’ ??}i‘?&&; Bmadcasﬁng: repair

conventional Teachers

- Photo PID,

and maintenance of gistributed
1082 Audio Control sets, gistri-
bution of educational charts,
training of tepchers for the use
ot A.V. aids, showing education.
&1 video programme through
Mebile Units ete.

. It twas felt that since the
cperation of BIDE was for sup.
Plementing the ongoing fromai
educationa] programmes, its
operation wag optiopal pather
than compulsery, The facilities
developed were pot optionally
ttilised.

In the meanwhile tha Joeal
committee appointed by the
Education Ministry for ths
feasibility study of establishing
Bangladesh Open University
submitted its report Indicating
the potentiality of stariing Bae.
belor of Ecducstion (B.Ed.)
through D.E, o5 the first exper:-
mental phase of Open  Univer-
sity. Being ercourageg by the
Tecommendation and seeing the
technical potentiality of NIEMT,
vnder the Ministry of Educa.
Uon, Mr. Q. J. Abmed, Secre.
tery Mipistry of Education gave

£naneial support and encouragec

NIEMT <o start the experimen-

tal B. Ed. ccurse thrcugh D.E.
Being encouraged by this deci-
ston Dr. Sirajul Islam, Direc-
for, NIEMT snd Prof. M.A.
Rekib, V.C. Rajshahl  Univep-
sity started to work jointly for
the experimental prcgramme of
B.Ed. through Distance Educa.
tion.

In the beginning of 1685 NIE-
MT wag renimned as Bangla-
desh Institute of Diswnce Edu-
cation (BIDE) =znd started fun-

cioning as & PEC  appro-
V&l  projee: waiting fot
the Hivai approval of

Nationzl Evalvuition Committee

(NEC) Within BIDE no formal'

cegree awerding course bhased
on D.E. was gocluded. Except
tbe change in nomenclsture, the
field of operation of BIDE re.

minined same as it wag in
NIEMT.
It wag noticed that all the

basic components needed for

than 12 000 applicationg
received against 3000 seats,

Dlthm Education Course crganised by Bangladesh
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on.a.ﬁuuole

starting B.Ed throuvgh D.E. in-
cluding the most wanted Educa.
tional Technology has already
been developed on @ modest
stalp in BIDE, So, it was deci-
ded that putting some additional
facilities and modest fund_the
experimental programme cf
B. Ed. throygk D.E, cag be
started by BIDE under (he
academic protection of Rajshahl

University, Several national leve:

workshops were held to find out
the wayg and meang for siart.
ing B.Ed. threugh D.E. All the
10 Teachers’ Training College:
Natitmgl Institute of Education.
2l Adminisiration Extension anc
Research (NIEAR) Jnstitute of
Education and Research (IER)
¢f Dhaka University and Raj-

- shahl University joined  hard

with BIDE to start the exper;.
mentgd programme of B.E4
through D.E. In the 235th Tieot.
ing of the syugdicate of Rajshah
University he!d on 28, Octoher
1984, the decision. wa®  taken
epabling the starting of £.Ed.
gh D.E, by NIEMT (now
BIDE) through the academic
klessing of Faculty of Fduea.
tion Rajshahi University.
he Ministry of Education
decided to start +he experimen-
tal programme within its own

. resources. The decisiopn further

gain_ed its ground when Hon'ble
Presidemt Lt. :General Huscain
Mubhammed Ershad., approved

. the operation of the piiot prog-
- Tamme by BIDE under Ministry

of Edueation within the Acade-
mic Umbrella of Rajshahi Ual
VIR, It wa; degided that
BIDE will aperate the th}lﬁ
programme and 10 Teachers

- Training Collegeg will be used

&g reglonal centreg and  their
facilitles will ba uiilised during
vacation and off time for fuiori
al service summer School and
centralised terminal evomi-a
tions, “‘Applicctions were invit.
ed for the admission of inservice
seeondary schoo! teachers The
reSponse wag enormous. XMope
were

/




