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Times Rtport

~ With four applications receiv-
ed against each seat advertised
for the firstever -distance educ:
ation course, the response of

feariers to the programme of
the Bangiadesh Institute of Di-

stance Education (BIDE) ap-
pears o be very encouraging.
BIDE recently advertised the
admission to 3.0X0 seats of the
Bachelor of Education (B.Ed)
course under its distance learn-

ing programme. So far about
12,000 gpplications have been ré-

celved by the Institute, Secon -
dary School teachers with De-

gree certificates and having two

¥year's teaching experience werd
eligible to apply for admission
{a the . course. [ t

Those who will be admitted

to the course will complete it
in two years. The. 3,000 .seats
have been distributed among the

ten Teachers’ Training Coliege
through which the learners will
be admitted.

‘The 2-year course will be divi-
ded into four semesters, and for
the first semester each learner
will have to submit admission
fees of Taka 320 each.

BIDE hag already announced
the schedule for admission of
learners from among the applh
cants. The Teachers’ Training

Colleges of Comilla, Feni, Rang
pur and Khulna will take. in
learners in the course on Jun®

24 and 25: those of Mymensingh -
- (women's), Mymensingh (gent's)

Chittagong, Rajshahi and Joi
sore on June 27 and 28; whiie
the Dhaka Teachers’ Tralning

College will admit l¢arners on

~ _the 26th and the 27th of the

same month.*

Immediately after the admissl
on, the learners will be given

initiat Instructions through video
cassettes, and be supplied the
books, cassettes, and modules
for the first semester, :

The ten Tenchers' Training

Colleges through which the iear-
ners are golng to be admiited
will act as the regional centres

. of the Institute and provide tu-,

torial services, distribute course
matérials, organise summer
schools, and conduct the semes- .
ter examinations. ’

Arrangement of regional . cen-:

tres of BIDE was felt necessary
to reduce financial burdens of
the learners who would other
wise have to have direct con-
tact with BIDE ip Dhaoka,

The distance education pro=
gramme is being launched in
the country keeping in view the
ultimata cobjective of establishe

Ing an “Open University” in the

near future, The move is meant
for reaching education, especial-
ly higher education, to a2 maxis
mum nurnber of Jearners at the

. teast possible cost and time.

- Under such an educatlon pro
gramme learners need not be

 brought to ‘a campus, Tnstead

they can pursue their learning
by remalning at their own pla-

or university,

Such a system can reach‘ the
opportunity higher education to
every cormer of the country rue
ral or urban, and help thoge who

oould not take up higher educs °

tion at the early stage of life

Anpllcatio tox admission 10 the BEA. course wnder the diet
ence tducation programme ©f BIDE belng scrutinised.

‘due to financial or ather cons-
traints but intend to do so in
future, The only precondition
for siuich an expanded system
of higher education is the exis-
tence of an efficiently organised

‘and managed central institute

or university resourceful enough
to pravide modules for courses
that are in demand.

' In some countries like the
United Kingdom and Thalland,
Open Universities have not only
proved to be success stories, the
‘programmes of such inslitutions
of higher learning. .have also
been expanded to meet the io-
service training needs of various
government and financial organ
isations like police and banks
on a “noloss” besis. '

In our country, the education
authorities have taken the tea-
chers as thelr first target group
to be reached by distance €du-
cation programme, The future
of the programme depends on
the success- of the course bee
ing taken up initially,

The only thing to be expected
of the organistcs of the distance
education prog~amme is that un-
der no citcumstance should they
comprise with the quality of
the course. They have taken ade-
quate time in lsunching the
course after preparing modutes.
The learmners should get 1eguiar

guidanca withonut any hindrance

ces of work under the supey; Mhatsoever and the supplemen-
vislon of the céntral institute

tar_v course materials on time.
The performance of those who
ard going through the first
course should turn out to be an
example to Inspire others in
future,

For even if a fullfledgzed
“Cpen University” with courses

. of 'study that are in demand In

the ocountry Is not set up In
the country Jn the very near

future. a distance education, pro-

srammme capable of meeting the

" training needs of at Jeast the
. teachers of primary and secon-

dary schools of the country
would be of great service to thB
nation. -

It is gathered that the exist-

ing 47 Primary Training Insth

- tutes (PTIs) and the ten Tea-
t:hErs' Training Colleges (TTCs)
' cannot complete the current

, " training needs of teachers even
- if these institutions run o capes-

citieg for 10 to 15 years, An efi-
cient distance education progra-
‘mme on the other hand can
shoulder that task even at less
" than a quarter of that time,




