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Illiteracy remains ‘the- .. major
4+ stumbling block in the. Wwa
jof social, and ‘economic grow
inmany. developing . countries,”
:Without reasonablé .levels,, of
aducation jtis-becohiing increa

singhv 85It TOF ---tﬁ&'-:FhiMf
World coiintties tg carve —out
+the -paths. of progress and im-

plement the -plens "tor develop
; ment. AcCording
Nations experts “without, effec-
tive and progressive education
~pl. systems, soCio-economic tar
" gets will’ largely remhain . unat-
~ tainable in Asian -and Afrnican
ﬁ.ﬂ.ll}fl'l&l ' ‘

Most disturbing, however, is
the fact that. despite overall
efforts the number of illiteratey

, does not appear to be declining
' fast in, the developing icountr-
‘jes: In Asia and the Qceanie
- region. the, rate of

was 75 per cent in 1955, it
 came down to 66 peracent in

1960 and stood at 3é per cent
Referring to the dimensions

of illiteracy, Mr. A.M.

T

?

il

i

i
, 3
.

F
Ll
'
[
—

‘duc

f
!

-
Ll

19 the United .-
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I)ireétnf—Geiiaral of the UNES.
CO. said recently; in Bonn that
the number of illiterates

world would be around
. mijlion in 1987

ooty
Mr. M'Bow

_and specially the ~developng’
countries -t¢ undertake _neces-
sayv measures for- wiping  out
illiteracy from the face of the
world. '

He called for an -at‘.:‘i: _.:.’tf solt-
~ darity among memher

sountrics
to combat illiteracy &s by 1983
onlv two-thirds of the world's.
school age children would

in a position.te receive educa

tion under the present c¢ondis
tions. AT
- He sugpested that ers
and students should teach three
illiterates 2t least ‘each to read
and write. Universities

international educational in:g: -
_5 "
MBow, uld sponsor such projects. ._

tutions like the UNESCQO
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: | and 954 milliqg_r_f .
by the pegin_ning of the next:-
‘called upon the '’
member nations of the UNESCQ, -
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' Educational éfforts aimed st
combating illiteracy however
would need the improvement
of infrastructure. and hasic
iacilities available in_ the- dev-
eloping countries.. The acuwe

sliortage of schools,
teachers and teaching mm
remains  the -.major

illiteracy in the
The international
- like the UNESCO and ¢
ics in” developed countrics -SBo
wld provide necessary fequm-
tes in order to 'ﬁﬂlﬂfp-m—
in. this sector. Spesial
. gis should be placed
information, community devet
opment. pdult literacy, vouth
‘education, traihing and further
training of teachers and media.

« Moreover, experts should be
sent to developing countries te
organise seminars and work-
" shops for the training of adult
" education - - teachers | and for
umplementing pilot experimen
tal projects in cooperation with
local .authonties. oo
Werner Keweloh, Chisf of
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German Association for Aduie
Education (DVVY)_outlining the
. obiectives of adult ‘education,
recently said:_‘‘Education 1n¢u-
sures in the Third World must
have a ‘development quality’.
_This implies that they must
have a multiplying. effect and, -
bove all, reach the marginat

population groups; if one waiges

I'to Tealize an 1mMpro at in -
the living condilions the
. aeople.” - .

Adult education should be J |

pursued as a stimulatling force!
' to create practical knowledge "
and . above all, to accelerate the
pace of socio-econom’'c advance
in the developing cbuntries. As °
educsa
ion and economic strategies .
should be so evolved in develop °
ing countrie thae fhev ' are
directed toward extending - thgé\
benefits of education 10 th

. vast majoritv of masses with a

view to conVerting the labours

force into a viable human oapi-

tal. for productive . use. J
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