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URBAI}I-ruraI diflerences are
* important especially for
higher education (13 com-
pleted vears of schooling and
over}) In the age group 25—34
years, 10% of the males in
urban areas have reached the
levels of higher education,
compared to only 1.8% in the
rural areas. The percentage of
females in urban areas going
for higher studies is increas-
ing 3.7% of women in the
age group 20-24 have completed
13 or more years of schooling
compared to only 0.4% of the
age groups 35 years and over.

Distribution of Literacy:
There is

noticeable spatial

. distribution of female literacy

in Bangladesh., The distribu-
tion of literacy by districts in.
dicates that female literacy .is
above the female national
average of. 13.7% In

scven  Jistricts, These
Kbhulna {18,1%)  Bakerganj
(22.3%), Patdakhali (184%),
Dacca (17.5%) Comilla
(14.8%). Noakhali (182%) and
Chit ng (19.6), Witk the
oA st o A
Iricis are ejqualiy div n
both the Khulna and the Chit-
o tion of Barogain fhe ox
ception o anj, ese
districts had above average
literacy in 1961. The least
literate areas are Chittagong
Hi]l Tracts Rangpur Pabna

are

Tangail,  Mymensingh an
Kushtia, '
It is interesting to point out

that in 1974 none of the dis-
tricts in the Rajshahl division
crosses In national average of
female literacy figure. ese
districts also hzd lower ratee
than the average in 1961.
There are not only signifi.
ant regional imbalances in
emale lteracy, the disparity
In improvement in the inter-
census period also can be view

" ed regionally with a minimum

proved  more ‘in those districts., -Ixoportion-of fernal- 7

. Whererit was already high in_ &% participa "'ag'm:' S
1961, The districts which had .. syseem.  Polokdnithe . school
lower literacv rates in 1961 g

)

I

' !

-

»

- Rajshahi

of 2% varlation in the
cshahi division as c¢an be
from the following:

Raj-
seen

Bex-Wise Literacy

- was -made

only -

Literacy: An Overvie

~Shamima Islam.

nants of Changes: An atten pt
to identity
factors behind improvement of
femnale literacy in the different
districts of Bangladesh . from
the secondary sources of data.
The variables identified were
level of urbanization, propor-
tional educational age-group

budget allocated to the dist--

rict existence of primary
school and female enrolment
ratio in the districts, Unfor-

tunately, data regarding dlist-
rict positions in 1961 regard-
Ing educational budget could

not be traced through. any of
the available secondary sourc-
es. This exercise revealed that
the progress of literacy . and
urbanization have not Dbeen
similar, The rate of change in
the jevel of urbanization Dbe-
tween 1961 and 1974 stands at.
2% while corresponding figures
for the rate of change in fe-
male IiteracLeis only .37% The
association between the rate
of urbanization and the rate
of female literacy in 1974 is
r=.32 compared to the relation
between the similar rate In
1961 at r=.12, It" therefore
suggests that urbanization has
not significantly changed the
female literacy situation in the
districts of Bangladesh,

In another attempt to iden
tifv the relationship between
the existence of primary school
and female lieracy rates in the
district, the results proved to
be negative -r={0.36. It Is
therefore clear that sectondary

sources of data do not show -
that if primary school .is In-
'creased the district the fe-

male literacy rate will auto-
matically increase. Therefore,
establishment of primary
sthools does not appear tc be

the solution for the reduction -

of the illiteracy rate among
femalés of the counitry.

It appears that the assocla-
tion between female age-group
enrolment and literacy Is in-

significant, r=.08 suggesting

Rate 1n’ Different

C tive
m of Bangladesh in (in percentages)

Divisions 1661 1074 . Inter-census -
' variation (%)
Male TFemale Male Female Male Female
‘Dacea 289 9.0 273 129 14 8.9
Rajshahi 2.5 7.9 26.3 10.2 1.1 2.5
Khulna 31.2 10.1 8.1 17.1 2.9 8.4
Chittagong 83.1 11.0 329 152 . .02 I

(Sources: . Based on Census Report 1961, 1074)

_The improvement in female
literacy rate between 198] and

1974 varies from 2.5% to 6.4%
tiin es?]iﬂ'erent divisions of Banﬂl;

An examination of the dif-
ference in literacy . rates be.

tween 1961 . and 197¢ shows

that the literacy rate has im-.,

ag.un falled to improve faster,
thus wxdeniuzbe the alrzady
arly By mum Improvement of
I L TAed In Lur

tricts (equa’j-gf:f divided in
Raish and Dacca di?ifs’iﬂﬁlﬂ-

ese¢ are Rangpur  Pabna,
Tangail and Mpymensingn and
a maximum of 8% in Baker-

in the Khulna division It is

| interesting to point out that

an frﬂm
6% to 8% was recorded in-only
one-third of the total. districts
three of which are located in
the Khulna division, . two in
the Chittagong division and
only one in the Dacca division,
On the other hand an im-
by the rest of the’ qlias, made
Bangladesh. Thus i Iricts Jn
nt provement is
brought about #p littgmg
f:fés}o mg:egeg efforts would
a
backward . areas.e a the ‘man:

Femala, Kiteraey: Menni-

improvement v

m—_—.‘_—-

that a high enrolment ratio
may not
high female lteracy rates in
the districts. However the
districts of Patuakhali. Baker
ganj Khulna, Noakhali and
Chittagong have uniformity in
demonstrating both  high’ fo-

male litéeracy rates and higher

Female Literaty: What the
Eﬂtr;veyli ?:eveal:' Igtata on edu-
ational features rural fami-
lies as reflected. by village
surveys reveal some interesting
features of the rural literacy
aituation- in - Bangladesh. In

. one of the major surveys con-

ducted in nine thanas of Bang.
ladesh (22) it was foufld atﬂft
there was recognizible
tion between regions, Mymen-
-singh having the highest rate of
illiterate familles—88% did not
have a 'single literate mem-
her. Families not ‘having a
single literate member were
83%ot the total of all places.
Among the families 'gﬁ?in;
some educated members
those with primary education
?f males but no education of

relatively  oom-

ethey 6% o the fami);
, x eés had
eimitle edneation,
gh, Kushtis »

Mymen-
and  Rangpur

. femnales ofder

necessarily  dictate.

-qQuieting features,

varia-

}ill:ger shares of public

budget, '.;rnsm:iﬁta
mary and gdulp Y., £OF

N L

atie .. AL .
n;:ré]‘..r. 5—— ...ﬁﬁ..ﬂ... .y

w-11

formed the block needing more
attention in tearms of female
literacy.

In another instance (10) {
was found that 15% of the
than 5  years
were literate; the education
leve] did not extend bevond
class V.
an inflaied figure because for
socia] reasons women _tended.
10 exayyecate their level of
educatior to the investigators.
Womeu beyond the age of 30
were seldcm literate. The ma-
jorlty of literate women (both,

unmarried and married; were,

concentrated . in  ¢two Baris.
(houses) of the village. Ap-
parently these two were <¢Co-
womicaliy better-off than the:

rest of the villages. - ]

1t is therefore clear that H‘(

the Jevel of formal education
pto class III is ignored as a
literacy level. one can' find

'This was felt 10 be|,

many villages in Bangladesh

where not a single woman I8

literate. This can be substan-
tiated by the village data of
the IRDP Benchmark surve.
In 1972 28,736 people were

surveyed in the villages around i

Savar, which is located near
Dacca city. Using the ablilty
to read a newspaper in the
mother-tongue -as a criterion
for literacy the group foung
that only 8.4% of the men and
1.2% of the women were
literate. It was alsoc found
that 2 minimum of five vears
nf schooling is necessary for a
?gejr#on to maintain this skill

These village realities, there-

‘fore point toc an understand-

ing of issues which were most

lv ignored in the past but

which have tremendous impli-

ﬁtiguns for programmme plan-
n§.

Conctusion: The census does
not answer all the questions
regarding literacy,
for rural females. The change
of definition in different cen-

8Us reports made the tasle ot}

research more difficult. -The
difficuity was increased be-
cause of non-adherence to a §
vear interval for age-wise
tabujation in differant crensus
years
encountered among census re-
ports, variation in definition of

urban areas and lack of rural |

focus. Despite best intentions,
variations of
among females could not be
identified according

cnomic eroups. It has
however, felt that in order to

identify strengths and weak. j

nesses in different areas lite-
facy rates should be studled,
by regions  districts, more
acurately by rural-urban resi.
dence and especially by sex.
The other side of these im-
balances discloses several dis-
‘ Il]iteracy
rates _are much higher among
females (84%) “compared 1o
males T0%). Second, rural
‘women in the 25 and above age
kR
] of acquir -
Third, signi_ﬁr:gnt Mifterence
not only exist among

and rural dweliers: ]

.rural

women have accrued few bene i
to urban woihen, {.
onal " inbailances }

fits eompared
Fourth
hot oniy st among wornen
improvement is minimum In
the geographic areas where ft
was ah‘eaciy. low. The
blems of female
rural Bangladesh are complex
'il'lllzd havij
€Y require an  integrated
analysis at the micro leve] if
licy pPrescraptions are to

their

pri-
, €duca, !
_{Concludeq) " O

especially

definitiona] problem |

literacy rates |

to patterns }
of Iivelihood or different }
soclo-ec o

differences |

pro- |
literacy in |-

e .o 222

been studied Jiftle. |




