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Amnng the many .problems

wll f
8 tar:-tng ~the country illiteracy ,.is

Y
RV 1_1 in th;\uban centres where-

urbds hteracy-z?high And in the
;-ural‘t sector illiteracy continues
|, to hang on despite ihitiation of
the children into primary school:

-#I':ﬁ'_'- 'I'

* not felt by the general masses.
. Because of the inability of most
of the families' to keep their chil-
dren in-school for the entire
period. of schooling, the - rate of

'ward tvend. And the given facili-
' ‘ties of schools and libraries are
. view. .

. in the field of education, nothing

!+ may - extricate the society from
 {lliteracy. The same is appreciat-

" country and President Ziaur
~ Rahman has rightly embarked on

through a
- ¢alled upon all to work for “re-

. v
-

try within five  years”, a time
i schedule that did give many other

| tion, which the present authori:

| ministrative machinery has beén
geared under the leadership of

the President to achieve the goals .
of literacy ‘The President’s. Secre- .

;tariat and the coordination cell

ktherem will put togethet the pro-

' grammes taken up by the Minis-

the ubjectives .
As it .is, the programme 1s

February, the most memorable

facllitl es have to be taken up
" without further delay. In this con-
tnectlﬂn it is worth suggesting that

the literacy programme should

be supplemented with non- formal

education through which aged.
penpln m.ay alto he taught the -

.8kill needed for performance of

; thelr duties. And one may add
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tha most difficult one, It persists"

other muntrhs the rate of

i ing largely because of the fact.
- that the need for using 8 Rsis .

literacy does not show any up:
, inadequate for a mass literacy
programme from all points of

That being the state ot at!airs |

short of g revolutionary move
ed in the policy circle in the
~ his. programme for mass literacy
nationwide call. He. -
_moval of illiteracy from the coun |
countries fruitful results, This is.

- the second phase .of the revolu-

| tiés has embarked upon with the -
" zeal of reformers, The entire ad-:

try of Education for materializing

lscheduled to be started from 21°

‘day in the history of Bangladesh. .
For tLis the supporting activities-
incluchng publication nf hooks,
acqulsitian of educational mate.
li'ials and expansion of physical .

- ment

that skilled and. educated wark- \

- force may increase: the. poténtlal

growth of the economy, which {

‘lies at the base of all develop-
. mental activities, -

The progrannné Idr {nitiating -

~around eighty per cent of the |

population into literacy cannot be [
implemented without involvement
of the masses and without phas-
ing the activities rationally. The
army of teachers needed for the
schooling of so many people may- -
be drawn from among the educat-
éd but unemployed youths and .
the skilled - ‘manpower nperating

in different sectors, For this a .
' massive training programme for
- teachers is a must end the exist--

ing insiitutiona) facilities have to
be fully utilized, it nécessary by

. conducting afternoon and evening -

courses for training of teachers.
For the artisans and skilled peo-
ple to be drafteqd for advancing

- ‘nonformal education, the nesd

would be in the area Of SUDDIYmEi
the tools and ecquipmeént and the
workshop facilities, These are no

- small demands and the planning
" agencles geared to the education

sector should come forward with
necessary proiects., And nriority

~ should be given to this pro-
mme for meet.{ng its ends

Adnuttedly the inter-sectoral

- priorities in ‘a resource-hungry
~'country dre véry difficult to be

set. As of today education comes’
a.ﬂ;er agriculture, industry and:
other physical {infrastructura}l ac-

~ tivities in terms of allocation of
- resources, Gomplete reversal of pri
.lority. may be quite difficuit, What:
is:- needed < therefore 1is -to tap-
- locally  available resources’ side

by side with the allocation of cen.

. tral resources for & better deal.

This will demand survey of local
areas for identification of men'

~ and material that could be used_l
~ for literacy programme, Above:

all. the policy makers must utilize
the techIﬁques develaped in other.
‘eountries ' for augmenting the

"eﬂicacy of the programmes. Even
. the principle of ‘each oneuteaéh-i

one’ adopted by other countries
seeking an end -of the abysmal
malaise of illiteracy can be tried!
for the programme. The e;s::t!rai

programme is lofty and it 13{

hoped that peoPIe in alt walks of

life . will extend support to it.;‘

and thereby ensure the achieve.
of the goals | ‘




