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Towards the end of ’f;hl.ﬂ
century the USSH may - be
confronted with the task of
introducing universal higher

education. This is what the
sgeiologists opine ihere. And
this means g whole series of
| social and economic Pro-

yblems not less serious than
ithose in the switchover to
i pniversal secondary educa-
tion which has now been

Ebasinally completed in the
' Soviet Union. Of the 260 mil-
jlion inhabitants ot the
FUSSR, 83 million are study-
i’mg and the figure is rising,

The aim to be achieved is
a greater number of gra-
duates with maximum qual;-
'ty and minimum effort, This
chlls for the perfection of a

| great deal-from the ‘furms
tand methods of teaching to
the organisation of labour,
Otherwise not millions but

tens of millions of teachers
end educators wilt be requir-
ied that is, one-third or even
‘a half of the active popula-
iticn (assuming that their

working hours and-the num-
Ber of pupils in a class and
students in a group will be

. It may be questioned, it .

universal higher education
'is necessary at all. In the
next few five-year plan Pe-

. riods—no_ But let someone
1 1ook further: into the 2ist
century., The majority of

those working will be direc-

tly or indirectly linked with

science and the supporting
services, All the spheres -of
labour are being ‘scientised’

This agnin is a forecast
But how realistic is it?

‘It is based on the actual
 tendency: the scientific and

. technological revolution that
_has been proceding over the
last few decades intellectua

-‘lises all the spheres of acti-
tVity Compare vesterday’s
unskilled workman and that
'of today. An illiterate wor-
Ker could also wield the

[Pade_eflictently. But handl-
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ing a walking excavator the
neight of a 20-storeyed buil-
ding and weighing 10,000 tons

is something that only. high- -

ly trained operators can

manage. I N
. For today's workers it is

not enough to have only

clevér hands. In the USSR
fitlters for control and mea-
suring instruments spend

80-85 per cent of their shift
time on intellectual labour,
automatic line adjusters—
93-95 per cent and so on.

Tn the Soviet Union socio-
logical studies indicafé that
workers as a rule prefer to
primitive work an interest-

ing, even if difficult job per-
mitting thinking at the level
of an engineer or a techni-
cian Many have been suc-
cessful in' creative

they devote even their
leisure hoursto it
Compare: diplomaed engi-

neers snd scientists in that

country number about 5 mil-

lion while the scientific and
technological soCieties of the
USSR and the Al-Union So-

clety of Inventors and Inno-
vators have more than 17
million members, including

workers. Innovation is be-
ing encouraged . materially

#nd morally. 11 is also being .
. gtimulated
. ulation which

by socialist em-

i involves al-
most 100,000,000 people,

But was it easy to solve
them previously? In the pre-
Soviet period literacy in the
country did not exceed the
Present
27 per cent at.average, and

only six per cent in the Asi-d

.an outlying districts. Educa-
tion © bulletin _predict-
éd in 1994 hat it would thke
120 years to inake literacy
universal in the Furopean

part of Russia, 430—in Si-

beria and the Caucasus and -

4600 years—in Central Asia,

‘I'hat was how the problem-

was going to be ‘solved’.
After 1917 in less than the
lifetime of.r generation (the

 2verage longevity in  the -

- vel of
them. The culturab revolution

quest; -

Third World level:

USSR 'is-_'i'o years) both pri-

mary and secondary educa-
tion became unijversal—re-
spectively. in the thirties
and the seventiess Now ii is
higher education’s turn,

The rppic growth-of the le-
cation helps to solve

in pos:-1817 USSR accelerat.
ed the copversion of the ag-
rarian rcnuntry into Number

Two ihdusirial state, Today
the USSR ranks first in the
world in the production of oil,
‘cozl, iron ore, steel, locomo-
tives, tracters, wheat and cot-
ton.

Nevertheless, difficulties ex-
ist. In the past they were far

-more formidable. And yet they

were coped with successfully.
Let us recall: almost 20 out

- of the 80 yesrs of the Soviet

state were spent on the wars

Amposed on it and-the reha-
. bilitation effort.

_ In 1941-1045
alonerrepulsing fascist aggres-
gion ,the Soviet state lost 20
million human lives and 30
per cent «f national wealth.
Some 72,000 cities, towns and

villages and B4.000 educaiion-
al egt.ablishmtnta were does-
troyved. In the West they

" {knught: reconstruction would

take decades. But it tock only
years. ' | +

The consequences of that
damage are still being felt.
The declina in the birth rate

" that ocaurred then repezted

itself when the cildren of
that period, having grown up,
began to get married: their

posterity is as small as their
own generation. This ‘demo-
graphic echo of the war' came
in the gixties and it will come

in the eighties and in the ear-
ly 21st century. It aggravates
the shortage of lebout resour-
ces in the USSR, exacerbated

hy war lcsses and still not
overcome., And.what will uni-
versal higher educniion give ?
The longer a persun studies,

the later he has children gnd

the number of children is less.
The automation of labour

- -

wﬁf:make__u_p for the shortage
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of ‘manpoevwer. And this dems-
snds of people an ever higher
level, of education. Tha mote :
skilled ¢ne’s work is, the
more produttive it becomes.

It is not necessary to have
b higher education for this.
But desiizble, It cpens up new
growth prcspects. In the past,
when there was 2 shortege of
educated people, labourers
gometimes berame foremen,

menagers #nd ministers —
they studied later. Whereas
now oxecutives, for example,
in Saviet industry are select-
ed mainiy from engireers and
terhnicians, e

Not everybody dreams of
the positicn of a8 manager.
Sociological surveys show that
in the USSR the majority

views a meaningful and inter- -
esting job &s more important
than a career or a wage ad-
dition. And doing this job
equaling the work of sn en-
gineer or, say, an artist may
be within ¢ne’s scope even

without a diploma. |

But we should not forget the
growing social activeress of
Scviet people .Workers, col-
lective farmers and employees

are in or.e way or another in.
volved in 1he administration
of their country, erd this ad-
ministrzion increasas m com-
plexity, demanding ever grea-

ter professional and general
cultural st~ndarde. Especially
{from the deputies of the So-°
viets, the people’s i.féessors in
courts and so on. The more
responsible setial functions
are, the better a person should
be traired Ior them; rpeople
must study and study.

USSR at present has
almost 40000 people’s univer-1
sities {(against 10,000 in 1964).

" Their student body tetals 10

million — more than the en-

 rolment in the higher snd .

specialised secondery educa-
tional establishments of the
USSR. This system is being
both expanded and perfected.
It is paving the way to,mass
and probzbly unmiversal higher
edacafion in the future,
——TAFN,
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