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L brary fw open wmni

Librarics, whose busincss
is to provide access 1o “the
materials containing iolor-
mation for those who seek
it and are ready (o take the
troubles to get.the
must bestir themselves to a
greater actmt} tn  this
service. 807, of our popula-
tion live in rural arcas and
unfortunately . thcy have
.eithet  inadeguate  or oo
library facilities. It is one of
the basic principles  of
democracy to make’ know-
ledge free as far as practica-
biec 1o cvery person,

" We, the librarians, by
job preparation, _traioing
and = experience are instin-

ctively in favour of anything.

which .will Lelp and ea-
courage people to achieve
a tuller -life. The best
cducution in ‘modern
consists  n the Jargest
meloymenl of the _know-
Jedge of the™world both in
process and in progress and
libraries cxist for  this
purpose,

The real concept of open
university is to conliribtite to
the improvement of educa-

tional, cullural and pro-
fessional  standards by
providing. facilities in an

economic way to the people
irrespective of race, religion
or political views who care
to look and  listen. It aims
at offeqing depgree  oriented
schularship of & high order

in general and job  oriented’

vocational
. particular.

dn a country like ours
thousands of students arc
refuscd admission in collepes
and untversitics in spite of
their requisite qualification
and attainmenlts for want of
seals and facilitics, not  to
speak of medical, engincer-
ing and other  vocational
‘and  technological educa-
| Bon. '

education qn

On_the other hand, there |

1s'no scope for deaying the

fact that we have an urgent -

necd for production of
adcquale and . competlent
hunian resources to provide
[eadership al all levels and
to solve problems coofor-
{ing the nation.

The establishment of an
Oopcn universily 1s a  means
to cater to the npational
necds and requitrements and
1o satisly the needs
desires of interested persons
for education. We welcome

benclit,:

days.

- as such most of our

o hbrary, public

:schools 1s not at all

and -
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the injtiative of sponsoring .

the open university.

{tis also a matter of
joy for us that the I} Ed.
depree course far  tecachers

serving in secoondary schoots
has alrcady been

mic control of the Univer-
sity of Rajshuhi.

The success of any form
uf cducation and instruclion

depends.oa the elliciency of -

library provision and  scr-
vices and  as  such LS
rcgarded - as fuodamenial
and tndispensable in educa-
tion. Comparative ctfecti-
veness and  success  of
ineflectiveness and  failure
of coy  instructional pro-
gramme  such . as
cducation programine, uni-
versal primary  education,
cradication of illiteracy,
population coatrol cte. may
possibly be  Jinked - with
their integration
segregation. - from a pood,
cfticient and  cllective libr-
ATY SCIVICE. '
~ BENEFITS )

The concept of  liktrary
service and its heaefit ix not
always clear to us. We are
accustomed  to consider

library provision, as the last -

ilem in the priorjty list and
libra-
rics in  schools,” colleges,
tcachers  training colleges,
etc. present a  depressing
louk. We should not neglect
library provision for an
educational programme.

In a country hke oars
where the rural
libraries
are not  well-planned well
developed and coordinated.

“A library 1s practically non-

cxistenl in primary schools.
The condition o) secondary

situalion i colleges (inciud-
ing T.T. Colleges) s rather
‘gloomy, the national library
is still at its infancy, the
special and rescarch libraries
are yel to gain a- minimum
required standard in respect
of citicicncy. ~ In  such a

situation thé university Jibra- .
. rics may be encouraeed to

take some responsibility for
providing library scervices to

- the open university commu-

nity with a view  to facili-
tating the programme.
We should pay - careful
attention to library provision
in the anterest of efliciency
.f ap open uaiversity and

started -
sinee 1985 under the acade-

_to registered
- distribution of

adult

with or

areas have -

happy.- ‘Training College

for the atmmmcnt nl‘ SUCIesS
of distant edudatian. |
If we want tg~ maintaio
the standard of ﬂpcmunwcr,
sity and not  to  belower
than that of the residential
opes,
access to g wide range of
malenals and in  doing this
we should have .to adopt

“all appropriale mcanﬁ and

procedures,

The courses to be given
learners, will
dehinitely be a Eumbinatiun
of Radioe, TV broadcast,

"well planned correspondence

courses, programmed instru-
ction, tutorials and practi-
cais, short residential courses,
icxts  and
other special = reading and
audio-visual materials ¢te.

- These are all _ine, nice
ind impressive  but  these
have to be snpplemented
by a countrywide network
of library scivice to cater
for follow up literature
and to accord facilities for
further education. Public
libranies are  gencrally in
touch with the most jntelle-
ctually alert members of the
commuanity and are therefore
will be the best -
local agencics
univeesity.

They shoutd be the
second home for aspiration
for degrees -[rom  the open

fﬂr apen

_universitsy.
In- addition m providing. .

reading facilitics they may
popularise  and publhcise
courses and distribute cnrol-
ment
provide facilities for all
sorts. The third feasible
allernative may be the libra-

. ries of Teachers' Training
Colleges.
Public and Teachers

libraries
shou!d be developed -and
adequately strenpthened to
support the eniire, acadecmic
programme of the open
university. - University libra-

. ries should come Tlorward

for more¢ advanced male-
rials.
COOPERATION

Repard ng library -provi-
sion far the students of opcu
universily, no
means be adopled, the
library system and. the situa-
tion of the country should
be kept ia mind clearly and
distinctly, We should also
consider the inadequacy of

. the resources” of public, col-

versit

students should have

“advise on

inalerials needed.

potential-’

forms and cenh aiso

. Books and Librarics

matter what -

. dents
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lege, unnr o ty and ﬂthcr
ltbrarics of + - country even
to support their local necds.
Hence a  nigorous - coo-
reration and coordination 5
necessary. Vigorous cooper-
alive aclivilies among libra-
rics should be adopted if the
project is to succeed.
.. Frovision should ajso be
made for -the “students of
open universily to use books,
in the Jibraries  of coaven-.
tionai oncs during vacation
or special  arrangement
should be made for them
outside normal  rcadiag
hours.

There is need for a
specially trained librarian at
the administrative cenire of
the open university who will
be responsible for pregaring’.
and editing book bist and .
book provision.
“nlso  maintain

He will

fiatson  with academic stafl

and [library agencics and
will facititale access {0 the

Above all, he should
have to maintain a good and
cllecijve library system to.
encourape and lacilitate the -
entice community of open
upiversity. The distribution
centres of pen  university
must be also equipped with
high level librartans with a.
mastery of library marnage-
ment, as well as the practical .

- maoagement and experience

toruna family of avdio.
visual tleacthing aids and,
resourees., _.

_ The crsentiality  and
desirability  of instruction .
and oricntation jn the eficc-
uvce-utitization  of . hibrary.
resources can never be igno-
red. A cou-se on “Utihzing -
" should
be  ollered te all stedents.
The course of study should
‘cover {tbrary rulcs, purposes

"of cataloguing and classifi- -

cation, consultation of cata-
logue cards,. refercnce tools
and the possible use that can
be made of each tool, how-
(0 go On  pgarngring record -
malterials to compile biblio-

graphics and to give.citation

(o a research paper elc.

It will stimulatc a desire
in" thew to know how to
inake further  explorations.
and uses of resources.  This -
programme will , make stu- -
s¢lf- n:h:mt and will
open for them the doors to

all subjects.




