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ALTHOUGH belated, plans 1o
start an "Open University”
have now becen finalised by the
Ministry of ‘Education, Govern
ment of Bangladesh. Initially this
university will bec administered
ihrough the NIEMI i.e, Natiom
al Institute of Educational Me.
dig, as the oflcampus Institule
of Ralshahi University. The uni-
versity will enroll four thousand
in-cervice secondary school -tea
chers in B.Ed courses from July
iChe distinctive feature of open
auiversity education is that there
is Uttle scope for class yoom
jicaching and cxplaining (o 1he
learners {ace to lace. 1In ‘l.hls
system - instructional  matentals
_are delivercd to the leammers in
packages. It is a package deal
not frec from constralnts from
both sides—planners and learn-
ers. It requires 3 constant low
trom one side and scrious vcon
tinuity of study on the other.
Ta facilitate the smooth opura
tlen of the correspondente coud-
s¢ jnlcrviewing personnel is al
so needed. They may be calied
helping tcachers or counsellors’
Yhis to bridge the gap beotween
the learners  anhd the learning
“process including  the lenrming
materials, -

The modern history of cor-
respondence  instruction begat
In 1840, with lsaac Piiman s
Shorthand course  for distant
siudents through the pehnypost.
And with the onset of the cur-
rent cenfury, a number of epe
respondehce instruction schools
were set . up . throughout Eutope.
In the USSR, corrcspondence
stitdy became the main form of
the unjversity education. In Aus.
tralia and b}‘cw Zepland corres-
pondence instruction came to he
used in the compulsory school
system to teach children who

had never been to  a class Toom,
But the most spectacular of all
was the establishment of Open
University In  England.
now we find  this cxperiment
has invaded the Third Werld
countries viz  India, Pakistan,
St Lanka Thailand Malaysis: and
also some  Afnican - wountrics
Jjike Zambia and Nigeria, - .
The concept of thls unique ex
periment was first mooted by
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was theé leader of opposition in
the .Hritish ‘Parkiament. Later
in his election manifesto he off
ered a synthesis of his pragma-

‘tic jdeas wherein he. supgested

jmmediate cstablishment of a
gonsoiyium of the represcnta.
tives of the various universilies,
astociation of teachers, publish-
¢rs, broadcasting authorities fo
be fihanced by the State, This

created a furore in the countey

and the British  press termed
hit ideas as "blithering nonsense
and sheer magnitude of Harold
¥Wilson's pipe dream”.

Even Mrs. Margaret. Thatches
Britajn’s Prime  Minister who
had obtained her law degress
without attending conveotional
clisses was very critical aboul
'the whole concept, which sho
thought was unrealistic and 1m-
practicable. She was then a ica-
der of the Conservative Parly In
the British Parliament. How-
cver, the codge of Mrs. That-
cher's carlier criticiszy bad been
biunted later, when she joined
the c¢abinet as Education Minss
ter. She then lemt Full suppori
to the establishmenl of an Open
University. , '

Fortunatcly, Mr. Harold Wilson
hadame Britain’s Prime Minjs-
tcr in (964 and immediately ap-
pointed in his cabinet a dyna-
mic politician of imperious will
Miss JcnnicLee, as State Minis
ter for Education and Sciencs,
AHRer assuming the high office,
she prepared a master plan
based on the salient points nf
the ' Prirtue -Minister's concept of
the Qpen  Unidversity. Further,
she drew uwp a crash programme
in coliaboration .with the Bri-
tish Broadcasiing  Corporatlon
(BBCy and the ‘Independent Te-
levision Authonty in London, A
white paper was published in
this conncction immediately af-
terwards, '

{Thereafter, the declslon {o
create an Open  University In
Britaln was made by a Royal
Character In 196%. And the Uni
verslty was jaunched as an in
dependent

stitutlony, awvthorised to confor

degrees. Simultancously, Sir Wal-

ter PFerry was appointed the
first Vice-Chancellor of the Open
Umversity in Great Britain,

Mcantime a magnificent house

and autonomous (n-

in the Belgrade Square had been
acqouired. to implement the am-
bitious project. But soon it
was shifted to a more conveni-
ent place at Miltop  Keynes,
The Open University  started
functioning in full swing two
years later from 197] with thou
sands of students enrolled. Thus
the drcam of Harold W Wilson
hapd been fully transtormed -in
to reality and a university with
a - difference came up, to fullil
the hopes and aspirations par-
ticularly of those who had been
deprived of the  Opportunitics
of upprading their edudational
standards. Now they 2lso ¢an
have cducation coming face to
face with the teachers and thro-

"uph correspondence,

‘The Open Umiversity campus
at Milton Keynes is situaied mid
way betclween London and Bar
mingham. The Open University
is approachable both- by train
and road. It hardly takes onc
and a hall hours’ journcy to
reach 1he University towaship
from London, ’

Puring the course of Iy visit
to London in 1981 to attend the
Commonweaith Aris Conference,
I had a chance to have a glim-
pse af  this fabulous university.
On armval, what  iimnmediately
arrested my attention was that
the campus wore a dcsolaty
look. It was empty and there
was no.sign of dny student any
where. Naturally they were ‘also
notl supposed to come there but
‘wait for their lessons at -home
through Television and Radio
and hy correéspondeace courscs.

We Jearnt from the authoriis-
ey that ‘every year the Univer-
gity: despaiched millions of pack
ages weighing thousands of ton
-nes. iihe University had nlready
enrolied over 85000 students
and awarded 60000 dtgrees,

The distant learners would
be required to write an assign.
mend in ¢ach subject ares dur.
ing each scmesier. The assign-
ment forms part of the tutorial
work [or the purpose. of evalua.
tion, There will bo ajso face 1o
face contact session {Viva.Voce)
alter each semesier. At the end of
ench scmekter, examinatlony are
held i the campus, -

The degree is given on  the
basls of the answers given Dby
the students an the basis - of

the siudies by correspondence
course
results stored in the compuier.

The university  offered 1 was
told programmes of study both
undergraduate ang  postgradu.
ate,. The correspgndence  iext
was, the most important com-
ponent, of the course. Broadly
cach text “unit” represemted 2
week's course. A full  length
course lasting 32 weeks consist-

ed of 32 texts bound in 10 to 15
vohumes sent to the students at

repular intervals . throughout
the year, ]

For students of science and
technology “experiment - kils’

were scnt home.

The home experiment kits of
science fFoundation course for
instance includes chemicals glass
wares and a microscope  speci-
ally designed for the university,
Under.graduates are . given
a chance of 120 courses produc.
ed by six facultics of Aris, Sci-

.ence Mathematics Social Science

Technologica] Studies and Edu.
cational Studies.

Further in addition to . the
Universitv Headquarters . at
Walton Hall, there are 13 region
al. offices in Britain  and one
each at Northern Irelang Scot.
land and Wales: |
- Open University situdents are
all adults studving in their own
limp and at home. They - are
taught by corrcspondence . texts
through broadcasts produced In
partnership with the BBC, It
also intcgrales a number of
modia in its spectrum such  as
rccords casseties [ilm  sirips
telephones personal contact pro
grammes  apnd | evaluntion of
students’ response  sheets etc,

LEARN AND EARN
And above all the teaching in

and of the eovaluated =
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Oren University is chedper than

at conventional universities be-
caus¢ of a very large number
uf students iavolved, Also stu.
dents da  not have to lcave their
jobs or business. Most of the.
studenis are in full time occupa.
tion  and bringing up  theic

Jfamilies while ihey study. Thus

thoy arc coniributing to - the
national cconomy cven  while
siudving, And io cap all. the
multintedla appreach has made.
Open University  education -a
more effcetive system and glven
it an edge over the formal sys
tem which is conflined just 1o,/
the class Toom teaching. S

Mr Harold - Wilson, while he
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