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ushers in new hopes

The just concluded 15th SAARC

" Sumumit in the $ri Lankan capital

" nomic benefit of . the

. Cooperation

of Colombo has ushered in_new
hopes as the heads of state “and
government of the south Asian
forum, including  Bangladgsh,
vowcd to work closely for eco-
region
through alleviating poverly, re-
poris BSS. ’

The two-day eight-nation South

Asian * Association for Regional
{SAARC)  Summit
began on August 2 at the Banda-
ranaike Memorial International
Hall in Colombo for devising way
and means te undertake ‘con-

., ceried efforts by the member

‘about 150 crore

countries to improve the lot of
people of the re-
gion., '

The formation of SAARC Food
Bank and SAARC Development
fund (SDF) at the summit would
further accelerate -~ the regional

initiatives to build a prosperous

. Tuture for one-fifih people of the

glohe living in south Asia, leaders
of the regional grouping  ob.
servied,

Besides, Bangladesh's robust
role in adopting a 41-poimt Co-

. lombo  Declaration, calling for
‘eooperation 1o fight4errorisim and
“iransnational crimes und facing
- the challenges of food and eidrgy
security and climate change, will
bpen up a new cra for SAARC o

establish peace and stability along -

with ensuring economic grdwth in
the region, ) :

The declaration adopted in the
concluding sebsion also’ covered
wide areas of cogperation includ-
. ing improving intra- regional con-

nectivity and facilitating social,

econeinic and people to people
coniact and wundertaking sus-
tained cfforts to attain SAARC
-Development Goals (SDGs).

The annual copference of the:

SAARC  groupirig  Afghanistan,

Bangtadesh, Bhuwtan, India, Mal-
dives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka also underlined the impor-
tance ol conservation on.walcr
- resources in the backdrop of a
looming global water crisis and
implementing the SAFTA in letter
and spirit.

Chief Adviser Dr Fakhruddin
Ahmed, who led Bangladesh dele-

gation 10 the, summit, strongly -

pleaded for increasing peoples’

conttectivity, working closely for
alleviating poverty in Sowh Asia
and wking conceried effurts 10
face the challenges of climaic
change. .
"In this indépendemt world, we
conld only prosper if we act in
unigon. It is incumbent upon us
wifo have gathered here to clearly
prepare the roadmap for SAARC
for the” greater prosperlly and

“welfare of the peoples of South

Asia," he said in his speech 10 1he

inaugural scssion of the 15th
summis, . .
SAARC ' leaders highly  ap-

plauded Dr Fakhruddin when he
announced  Bangladesh's  firm
stand againsi terrorism in all of its-
form and manilesiation,

Indian Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh, Pakistan Prime.

Minister Sied Yosuf Raja Gilani,

Alghanistan  President  Hamid
Karzai, Nepalese Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala, Bhutanese
Prime Minister Lyonpo Jipme Y
Thinley and the Maldives Presi-
dent Maumoon Abdul Gayoon led

-their respective countries 1o the

summit,
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