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CL rowdles on'

the lodse again

ACTIVISTS of the muling
party-backed  Bangladesh
Chhatra Leagee have un
leashed terror in educational
institulions again vitialing
the atmosphere and putting
students’ academic life in
jeopardy.
Chhatra League activists
; have continued atrocities in
« educational institutions and
- seemned to have made teach-
jers their latest targets. At
; least 50 teachers of Islamic
1 bmvers:sy in Kushtia, six

’ Mohiuddin Alamgir

\; teachem and some students

BCL rowdies on the loose again

Continued from page 1
. drove the teachers out of the
teachers' associalion office
and locked its door They
, also vandalised classrooms.

As the teachers took shel-
ter at the teachers’ lounge, the
Chhatra League men. bmn-
dishing firearms, pounced on
them breaking open the door
and beat them up injuring 50
teachers, witnesses said.

IU unit Chhatra Legaue
president jahangir Hossain,
however, denied the alle-

. gation of BCL activis's' in-
, volvement in the attack on
: the teachers and said that
* the teachers who were not
i taking classes were beaten
1 up by gencral students.

Earlier on Novemberig.
2012, at least 30 teachers
were injured in an attack by
Chhatra League activists at
the university.

On January 10. 2013,
the authorities closed Be-
gum Rokeya University in
Rangpur after 15 pecple.
including six teachers had
‘been injured as a Chhatra
League faction loyal to the
vice-chancellor threw acid.
at and beat up teachers and
;students rallving for the re-

« moval ¢f the vice-chancellor
pAbdul Zalil Miah.

District unit BCL presi-

‘dent Dhanajit Ghosh T
posh brushed aside the al-
legations that activists of
his organisation had been
involved in the attack.
l He said that the Chhatra
League was no! responsible
S~

of Begum Rokeya Umvem!y
in Rangpur, and three teach-
ers and scores of students of
Teijgaon Polytechnic Insti-
tute were injured in a series
of attacks by BCL activists
recently.

All three educational in
stitilions have been closed
for an indefinite period fol-
lowing the BCL violence.

Afler the present govegy
ment assumed office on ;3
uary 6, 2009. the BCL stanted
taking over the camnpuses. oc-
copyning halls and attacking
activists of rival student or-
gtmsatmns Chhatra L.cague

activists also indulged in
vandalism,  extortion  and
lender smy:?nng in different
parts of thé cothtry

When asked by New Age,
Chhatra  leagne general
secretary Siddique Nazond
Alam. however, flatly de-
nied thai BCL activists had
been involved in the vio-
lenee in Rangpur. Kushtia
and Dhaka

At least 30 teachers
were injred when Chhatra
League activists altacked the
Klamic University teach-
ers. kept them confined and
forced them o wathdmv.

their agiation against the
university treasurer on Jany-

ary 12
The ieachers went o
meet the vice-chancellor, '

Abdui Halkim Sarkar. de-
manding removal of treas
wrer M Shahiahan Ali. AHM
Akarul Istam (Zilln) and
siudent  adviser Lokman
Hakim. .

Hearing the news, BCL
activists, led by its university
unit secretary Shamsuzaza-
man Tuhin and joint secre-

for the attack as there was
no unit of the organisation
in the university.

On January 6, authorities
ciosed Tejgaon Folytechnic
Institute in the capital afler
10 people. including three
teachers, had been injured
as Chhatra League men ran
riots on the campus to put
pressure on the principal to
declare successful the stu-
dents who had failed the
cxams.

Chhatra League Tejgaon
Polytechnic Institute unit
president Zakir Haossian
denied the allegation.

Their “cages on feachers
are nol new as on August 13,
2011 Chhatra Leagiie activ-
ists foiled the examinations
for teachers’ recruitment

at the 5D Degree College at .

Koichandpur in Jhenaidah
The activists beat up the col-
lege principal, Amal Kumar
Chosh.

At least 20 leachers of
the Bangiadesh Agricultural
University were injured
when Chhatra League ac
tivists pounced on them on
August 8, 2011 The uni-
versity proctor, Abu Hadi
Nocr All, carme under attack
after he handed over to the
police two students held on
suspicion of being involved
in mugging in the botanical
garden of the university.

On May 22 2011, a
teacher of chemustry at the
Governument Bangla Coliege
at Mirpur in Dhaka was at-
tacked by BCL acﬁvms dur-

L I

ing the HSC admission test,
Rubel Hawlader. a BCL lead-
er pushed the teacher down
the staircase from the first
floor in a college building as
he refused to have students
of their choice admitted.

The Chittagong Univer-
sity proctor. Mohammad
Akhtar Hossain, and three
assistant proctors submitted
10 authorilies their resigna-
ton on August §, 2011, over
‘misconduct’ by groups of
Chhatra League activists.

B(I. activists on Febru-
ary 18, 2011 ransacked the
office of Hossain Kabir. the
Provost of the Alaol Hall in
Chittagong Univeristy, and
damaged Rimiture over the
distribution of seats in the
hali.

Cn August 13, Chhatra
League activists foiled the
examinations for teachers’
recruitment at the SD De-
gree College at Kotchandpur
in jhenaidah. The activists
beat up the college princi-
pal. Amal Kumar Ghosh.

According 1o newspaper
reports. since the present
government assumed office
in January 2009, Chhatra
League activists have been
responsible for the killing of
at least 20 student activisis
in factional feuds or fighting
with rival student organisa-
tions.

With official motto of 'Ed-
ucation, Peace and Progress’,
Chhatra League aclivists
also hit headhnes for driv-
mgau: the rival BNPbacked

tary Mahmud Hassan Lenin,
antd backed by oulsiders,
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Jativatabadi Chhatra  Dal
from campuses, trying lo foil

students’ movements over ,
various issues and semak!y .

harassing and raping wom'
en on different occasions.

Against this backdrop,
communications  minister
Obaidul Quader, also former
president of Chhatra League,
on jJanuary 4 slammed s
activists for their misdeeds
which, he warned, were tar-
rushing the image of the rul-
ing Awami League.

“The unhealthy activities

of Chhatra League are tar
nishing the image of Awami
League,” he said.

Chhatra League general
secretary Siddique Nazmul
Alam denying the allega-
tions said that their omgan-
isation had not tolerated
campus violence in the past.
‘We will not tolerate vio-
lence in the future. oo

‘If anyone is found guilty
of violence, he will be ex:
pelled from the organisation
and handed over to the law
enforcers,” Nazmul said

Against the backdrop of
Chhatra League’s terror, the
Awami League president.
Sheikh Hasina. also the
prime minister. quit as the
Chhatra League’'s organisa-
tional chief on April 4, 2009,

Later AL general secre-
tary. Syed Ashraful isiam
came up with the revelation -
that Islami Chbrtra Shibir

activists had inVitrated into
the BCL wity a plaa for
| sabotage.
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