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A Case for Non-formal Education

—by 5. M. Nurul Alam -

b+ Although theoretically goverh.

4

‘muent has recuguused the HRDOfL-
france ¢r MOD-LOInEL cQuUALul
fiarougn Jeir various pians and
'programmes but no such pros
ramme has taken any cunclhie

#shupe il now. in .he trst five

- year pjan Uued-T8

¥ 1 has been stated thag
thrust 1or non-rerinal ecuidtivu

doclunents
Lt

. would be in Ynree diréctions: &
skitls to out o
sCNO0L youths and adulis., . bl

-1 bpread of mass educg.on  and

tuancuonal uteracy; ¢) Hduacauon
retated to development
through the extensive use ©f
cguca.onal technology:  Bu
: ghese ideas are vet to be impie-
" snented. A compmitiee tor nou
formal educapon wiich wad
-eonstituied Dy the gOverpmeat.

h. }'m already submuited its report

,an 19%5. Byt no action has vet

been laken on 1t. A desirabic
L nrst step in chalking-out a viw
; gramipe of non-turmal  educa
~uun in Banzladesh will be 0

conduct a broad Dascu
intensive survey in  ordet
%0 have 2 bt

E' wgea about the existing facilives
qrof education, the learning needs
4 of the people, pardcipants and
+ beneficiaries of the present edu-
¢ €ation, process. neople’s attitude

ataut it eic. In other words, Lt

1 'survey will,be a stock-takine’ ol
1 the existing conditions of educ

" tion which will provide an jantor

{ matlon base far formulaitng &
1. programme of nop-turmal cguce
.} uwon. The survey for the purpose
. will be of two tvpes viZ.

one

will be of general tvpe covenng
the whole of Banegladesh, Ihe

'I" ather will be a regional survey
' ta idenuify the local probiene.
§ A thana mav be selected 48«

. untt of regional survey.,

In the draft second report on
UNICEF
. prepared by the ICED in 1574 1t
was stated that such stock-tak
ing will answer five key gron
tions (Building New-Educational
Strategies: To serve rural chi.
- dren: youth, 1974;. The questions
are: a) What is the cople agu
character of the minimuiin  e%
- wgntial learnine needs of rurdl
- children and voulh? by What
sducatonal provisions  already
exist for meeting these nseds,
how well are thev verforming,
' and what portion uf to.al requ-
"irement are thev atreadv meel
ing? ¢) What arrangements exist

: for improving the co-grdinativu.

"and mutual relatorcement of
. these various educational ac!ive
- Hes etc, d) What resosirces uie

1 now being used gpd what polen
- PESOUICE Sl

tial re , national and
. external—might be maobilised..
ete. ¢y What are the maijul
'shortcomines  in existine edu-
cational  rtructures ro-
erammes and  processes
that will clearly vequire drastic

fi1=hanee to remedv: what alter-
| quative solution merit

sericus

sxploration . ... .ett.

, @After the stock-takine is over

2 vlanning commitiee one

the national level and other zt
the local level mav be
constituted National c¢om-
imittee will fix the' broad
]nhlecti?es weneral  frame-
work = o programme

neds

ofhcials of the above ;nentlnnad
muusifies. An expertise
snay be rovided irum time v
sulig bY the district admitustra:
uon whenever it will be nec .o
wat Y, ihe thaga educa.agn of
ver willk ¢ Lie cullveler agd (s
L., (JoV.) Wikl DE ile storotdly
vi U \
Lutal commut.ce will orepdlt a4
programume tor the fhana i
Aucudly With the bondings of the
regional surwy aud the  (oWal
beeds. ‘ _

“ihe items that will bg ineal:
porated n .he instiiution su-.el
ind in the preparaton of Jaa-
uig material; will be specided
bv the Jocal corumittee, Whue
doing this the need of differeot
wwpes of clients will be kept 1t
mind. The items tnat are likelv
to0 be .ncluded will be of vital
docal itgportance, that will make
the jearners wmore conscious and
eflicien.. in their respective fields
The jtems tor the dtichoss mo¥
be; health: sanitotion, famiiv
vlanming politry forming; vege-
table raising flsp Stftune s
of agricultural invig viz, credit
seed fertilizer eesticldes orga.
nisation or co-onerduves: ¢ (-
operative orinciples nesw agricul
tural techaciogy: simple accoun
ting: fartn managemeni: broces
sing and marketing of agricul-
tural products; maintehadcs and
repafr of pumps: tube-wells and
other agricultural  itiplemecute
B,

In the rural arcas we have
manv institirtions thar will pvo-
vide phvsinal facilities to launch
A proeramme ot oon-tormal
education, Weé have community
centres unjon parishad offices
primary scinol  ligh

~madrasha vouth olubs jn  the
rural areas; Even in «wome rural
areas we have guvt, farms, ex-
ocrimental researcn  cemtres.
ANC farms and  wurkshops,
which
the vears can be utilized for tne
‘mirnose of impdrting knowledge
and skills to the viliage toiae.

Next step will be the locatiuy
selectine the instrictors, For
this purpuse we &re pot LUgEes
ting the recruf.menr of any new
cadre of people. What we nud
is the optimum utilisation ot the
existine local jever clals ena
.0 ingduce them to the program-
me of non-forma! eaucaucn. At
the thana ung unton fevel wa
have official of different nation
huilding departments wno can

act as instruciors and tramoem,

for the programme of nonJfow

. mal education, The officials wno

are uvailable gt the local levet
are: Thanh edacation, agricul
tural extehsion, familv planpwmg
Co-onerative livestock = affi~»m
et¢. Almost all these officers
have thelr ¢ountervart ag  toe
union level. There are also rare
witial welfare Worker,
.nianning worker. health vigitor
&12. Thev cun alsg be utllised
fur the ournos.. Locat pitmary
and hich school teachers atsv
can act as Imstruciors. The

thana nwel nficials mav e o
trallv Bbriefed and trained at the
aistrict level about the program
ole abiective ang the opershan

) t ] )
cile cin g g od ] off

Unijon leva)

8 (rainers

hely -

piupused cuminlil . -

scnoot.

are not used throughout

familv

"
r

(2} thuy CHi. act &5 Instrudtiots
wad trainess of the sclecied tas-
get group in their  respgotive p
areas during vacation. We thiub
thae uiifization of  Uliversty
Lollege teachers and studenis
# plannéa wav wik be a signib- |
Cant atep in oair G0 halding
works. “Recent. experience of
valious yoiun.ary works in d:ite
‘rent oans of the country eucom |
tare’ 4s I this direction,

As reeards the pdrticipation s
local level officigl, it will not be ]
unjustified 10 duabt their exreu.
91 parncipation 0 -such w Oro-
oranutns. Trus - officlal neky eves
think ¢t to be an added burded
v chefe, There is also lack of
Co-ordinition abole it WOTA |
ot diffcrent pat®a dlilding d&
vartménts at he logal level. AS
such - without 2 cpourdinstca
pproach the sumcess -of the 0ro.
wiamme say be doubttul, ».
tually ‘varticipation cannot, bé
mposed upless st is soontan2ous |
{he suceess of wUch u PROgraisn
me deoends to 5 great exiént.
am how far a sense of dedica
uon can be wenersted  amony
these officials. The Governmen
should also streamline and <o
orcinate the works of different
nation buildine denartments.

A vrogramme for non-formal
educatiop should not be stariuct
ty a time all thrcaghout the
countrv. It should e done paurl
bv v2rt In a ohasrd manner, For
the purpose 5 firet ‘steo mav d.
to ‘introduce the wrogramnis
svertain sclected areas of  the
coun'rv as a Pilot Troiect. Inti0
diction of the vrogramme as r
Yilot Proiect will helo to identife
different oroblems of imnlerwen
v fon and find soiation thersof.
The exverience thue maifiza mav
be useful hefore st can be reut
cated al) throuehoat the countev

. CONCLUSIONS

In ogyr present pser wi tiled
o swigest a desirable sirut=gy
{or manpower plaauing through
gui-tormal educanon examiuig
Jfie related issues arcund i, An |
ppurtant nroblim relation e
manoower blannping in Bang'a -

desh is to find out an  appre-
prate stratexy i the backdrip
O s0C10-€00N reality, e

important statement of ihe va-
Dir 1§ that a vrograinme o wdl
‘cation should  address iteunf
to D¢ need = for whom
it is orimarlv - meant’
and then uliimately to the oeed !
of the society = | .
We should also see how eaw
cation orocess is related to e
given social conduions and
social stratification viz. who ace -
the recipients: and beneficialy
of the vducation process. In'his
resoec: we cannot be obitvious
of the fact that we have a big
bage of illiterate school drop «
outs and women oopulation,
Now how ¢ utilize and make
them bproductive? - -Non-forna..
vducation whish includes inguw
uon relatiag to heaith, family
olanning itour use ma.keting of -




